
UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
Eastern District of California

Honorable Christopher M. Klein
Bankruptcy Judge

Sacramento, California

February 27, 2018 at 2:00 p.m.

1. 16-22801-C-13 ANTHONY/VICKI BEAVER MOTION TO MODIFY PLAN
MJD-2 Matthew DeCaminada 1-12-18 [52]

****
Final Ruling: No appearance at the February 27, 2018 hearing is required. 
------------------------------ 

Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - No Opposition Filed.

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Chapter 13 Trustee, all creditors, parties requesting special notice, and Office of the United States Trustee on
January 12, 2018.  35 days’ notice is required. That requirement was met. 

The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rule 3015-1(d)(2), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 3015(g).  The failure of
the respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to the hearing as
required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the equivalent of a statement of
nonopposition.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will not
materially alter the relief requested by the moving party, an actual hearing is unnecessary. See Law Offices of
David A. Boone v. Derham-Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592, 602 (9th Cir. 2006).  Therefore, the defaults of
the respondent and other parties in interest are entered.  Upon review of the record there are no disputed
material factual issues and the matter will be resolved without oral argument.  The court will issue its ruling
from the parties’ pleadings.

 The Motion to Confirm the Modified Plan is granted.

11 U.S.C. § 1329 permits a debtor to modify a plan after confirmation. Debtors have filed evidence
in support of confirmation. No opposition to the Motion was filed by the Chapter 13 Trustee or creditors. The
Modified Plan complies with 11 U.S.C. §§ 1322, 1325(a), and 1329, and is confirmed. 

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for
the hearing.

The Motion to Confirm the Chapter 13 Plan filed by the
Debtors having been presented to the court, and upon review of the
pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel, and good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that the Motion is granted, Debtors’
Chapter 13 Plan filed on January 12, 2018  is confirmed, and counsel for
the Debtors shall prepare an appropriate order confirming the Chapter 13
Plan, transmit the proposed order to the Chapter 13 Trustee for approval as
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to form, and if so approved, the Chapter 13 Trustee will submit the
proposed order to the court.

****
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2. 17-24801-C-13 DEANNA DESCHWANDEN MOTION TO CONFIRM PLAN
LBG-1 Lucas Garcia 12-20-17 [52]

****
Tentative Ruling:  The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rules 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b).  The failure of the
respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to the hearing as required by
Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the equivalent of a statement of nonopposition.  Cf.
Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  

     Oral argument may be presented by the parties at the scheduled hearing, where the parties shall address the issues
identified in this tentative ruling and such other issues as are necessary and appropriate to the court’s resolution of
the matter.  

     Below is the court's tentative ruling.  
----------------------------------- 
Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - Hearing Required. 

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Chapter 13 Trustee, all creditors, parties requesting special notice, and Office of the United States Trustee on
December 20, 2017.  Forty-two days’ notice is required. That requirement was met. 

The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy
Rule 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b). Opposition having been filed,
the court will address the merits of the motion at the hearing.  If it appears at the hearing that disputed material
factual issues remain to be resolved, a later evidentiary hearing will be set. Local Bankr. R. 9014-1(g).

 The court’s decision is to deny the Motion to Confirm the Plan.

The Trustee opposes confirmation on the basis that:

A.  Debtor is $1,250 delinquent in plan payments.  Debtor has paid $6,250 into the plan to date.

B.  Section 1.02 of the plan indicates that non-standard provisions are attached to the plan, but none appear to be
attached.

The Plan does not comply with 11 U.S.C. §§ 1322 and 1325(a) and is not confirmed.

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Motion to Confirm the Chapter 13 Plan filed by the Debtor having been
presented to the court, and upon review of the pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel,
and good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that Motion to Confirm the Plan is denied and the proposed
Chapter 13 Plan is not confirmed.

****
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3. 17-24607-C-13 KATHLEEN DAWSON MOTION TO CONFIRM PLAN
SDB-3 W. Scott de Bie 1-4-18 [55]

****
Tentative Ruling:  The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rules 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b).  The failure of the
respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to the hearing as required by
Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the equivalent of a statement of nonopposition.  Cf.
Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  

     Oral argument may be presented by the parties at the scheduled hearing, where the parties shall address the issues
identified in this tentative ruling and such other issues as are necessary and appropriate to the court’s resolution of
the matter.  

     Below is the court's tentative ruling.  
----------------------------------- 
Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - Hearing Required. 

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Chapter 13 Trustee, all creditors, parties requesting special notice, and Office of the United States Trustee on January
4, 2018.  Forty-two days’ notice is required. That requirement was met. 

The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy
Rule 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b). Opposition having been filed,
the court will address the merits of the motion at the hearing.  If it appears at the hearing that disputed material
factual issues remain to be resolved, a later evidentiary hearing will be set. Local Bankr. R. 9014-1(g).

 The court’s decision is to deny the Motion to Confirm the Plan.

The Trustee opposes confirmation on the basis that:

A.  Debtor is delinquent $1,001.27 in plan payments.  Debtor has paid $12,102.73 into the plan to date.

DEBTOR’S RESPONSE

Debtor filed a response indicating that she will be current as of the date of the hearing. 

As the court does not currently have evidence that the debtor has cured the delinquency, the Plan does
not comply with 11 U.S.C. §§ 1322 and 1325(a) and is not confirmed.

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Motion to Confirm the Chapter 13 Plan filed by the Debtor having been
presented to the court, and upon review of the pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel,
and good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that Motion to Confirm the Plan is denied and the proposed
Chapter 13 Plan is not confirmed.

****
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4. 17-27612-C-13 IRINA KOLESNIKOVA OBJECTION TO DEBTOR'S CLAIM OF
DPC-2 Pro Se EXEMPTIONS

1-17-18 [23]

****
Final Ruling: No appearance at the February 27, 2018 hearing is required. 
------------------------------ 

Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) - No opposition filed:  The Objection to Debtor’s Claim of Exemption has been set for
hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1). The failure of the respondent and other parties
in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule
9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the equivalent of a statement of nonopposition. Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52,
53 (9th Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will not materially alter the relief requested by the moving party, an
actual hearing is unnecessary. See Law Offices of David A. Boone v. Derham-Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592, 602
(9th Cir. 2006).  Therefore, the defaults of the non-responding parties and other parties in interest are entered.  Upon
review of the record there are no disputed material factual issues and the matter will be resolved without oral
argument.  The court will issue its ruling from the parties’ pleadings. 

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Debtor and Debtor’s Attorney on January 17, 2018. Twenty eight days’ notice is required.  That requirement is met.

The court’s decision is to sustain the Objection. 

Chapter 13 Trustee opposes Debtor’s exemptions the basis that:

A.  Debtor claims $250,000 exempt under § 704.730.  Debtor is not entitled to claim this large an exemption under
such section.

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Objection to Exemptions filed by the Chapter 13 Trustee having been
presented to the court, and upon review of the pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel,
and good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that Objection to Exemptions is sustained.

**** 
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5. 17-24817-C-13 RAMON SANCHEZ AND MARIA MOTION TO CONFIRM PLAN
TOG-2 RAMOS 1-4-18 [50]

Thomas Gillis

****
Tentative Ruling:  The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rules 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b).  The failure of the
respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to the hearing as required by
Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the equivalent of a statement of nonopposition.  Cf.
Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  

     Oral argument may be presented by the parties at the scheduled hearing, where the parties shall address the issues
identified in this tentative ruling and such other issues as are necessary and appropriate to the court’s resolution of
the matter.  

     Below is the court's tentative ruling.  
----------------------------------- 
Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - Hearing Required. 

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Chapter 13 Trustee, all creditors, parties requesting special notice, and Office of the United States Trustee on January
4, 2018.  Forty-two days’ notice is required. That requirement was met. 

The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy
Rule 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b). Opposition having been filed,
the court will address the merits of the motion at the hearing.  If it appears at the hearing that disputed material
factual issues remain to be resolved, a later evidentiary hearing will be set. Local Bankr. R. 9014-1(g).

 The court’s decision is to deny the Motion to Confirm the Plan.

The Trustee opposes confirmation on the basis that:

A.  Debtor is delinquent $1,514 in plan payments.  Debtor has paid $3,760 into the plan to date.

The Plan does not comply with 11 U.S.C. §§ 1322 and 1325(a) and is not confirmed.

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Motion to Confirm the Chapter 13 Plan filed by the Debtor having been
presented to the court, and upon review of the pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel,
and good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that Motion to Confirm the Plan is denied and the proposed
Chapter 13 Plan is not confirmed.

****
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6. 17-28017-C-13 HAROLD/PAMELA FUNK MOTION TO DISGORGE FEES
DPC-1 Michael Hays 1-26-18 [27]
DEBTOR DISMISSED:
02/07/2018
JOINT DEBTOR DISMISSED:
02/07/2018

****
Tentative Ruling:  The Motion to Disgorge Fees has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1). The failure of the respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at
least 14 days prior to the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the
equivalent of a statement of nonopposition. Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  

     Oral argument may be presented by the parties at the scheduled hearing, where the parties shall address the issues
identified in this tentative ruling and such other issues as are necessary and appropriate to the court’s resolution of
the matter.  

     Below is the court's tentative ruling. 
----------------------------------- 
 
Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion. - Hearing required

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Debtor and Debtor’s Attorney on January 26, 2018. Twenty eight days’ notice is required.  That requirement is met.

The Motion to Disgorge Fees has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy Rule
9014-1(f)(1). Opposition having been filed, the court will address the merits of the motion at the hearing. If it appears
at the hearing that disputed material factual issues remain to be resolved, a later evidentiary hearing will be set. Local
Bankr. R. 9014-1(g).

The court’s decision is to issue an Order to Show Cause and continue the Motion to March 27, 2018 at 2:00
p.m.

Chapter 13 Trustee requests that the court enter an order disgorging attorney fees in this case.  Debtors’
attorney discloses that he was paid $3,000 prior to the filing of the case.  The plan proposes no payments and no
duration, and the case was admittedly filed for the sole purpose of staying a renewed foreclosure.  Debtor obtained a
chapter discharge on September 30, 2013, and the Trustee believes that this filing is not a good faith attempt to obtain
bankruptcy relief beyond the automatic stay. 

Debtors’ Response

Debtors’ counsel filed a response indicating that response to the motion would be contained in
declarations. 

The debtors assert that due to the timing and the attempt to forestall the foreclosure, there was not
enough time to provide Mr.  Hays with enough information for anything more than a skeletal filing.  The debtors
voluntarily dismissed the case as soon as Rabobank filed a motion for relief from stay. 

Debtors’ counsel filed a declaration that in part shows the amount of work actually performed by
counsel.  Counsel apparently performed the following tasks:

(1) Short phone calls with the debtors on the day of the filing of the petition (and foreclosure sale).

(2) Filed a skeletal petition.
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(3) Schedules were eventually filed. 

Debtors’ counsel points out that the debtors were not eligible for chapter 7, and that chapter 13 was
pointless and futile.  Debtors’ counsel asserts that he never proposed a confirmable plan because he knew that they
had no real ability to complete a chapter 13 plan. 

Trustee’s Reply

Trustee replies that regardless of the good faith, the fact is that the debtors’ counsel has done almost no
work on the case, and that the court should determine that the $3,000 paid to him is clearly excessive for the amount
of work done on the case. 

Discussion

The court notes that the filing fee was paid and schedules were eventually filed.  Although no real plan
was ever proposed, there was at least a partial attempt at conforming to the rules of bankruptcy.  However, the court
very much doubts that $3,000 of work was performed by debtors’ counsel. The court will continue the hearing and
issue an Order to Show Cause why debtors’ counsel’s fees should not be disgorged in this case. 

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Motion for Review of Fees filed by the Chapter 13 Trustee having been
presented to the court, and upon review of the pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel,
and good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that the Motion to Disgorge Fees is continued to March 27,
2018 at 2:00 p.m.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that debtors’ counsel, Michael Hays, SHOW CAUSE in
writing, by March 20, 2018 why the fees paid to him in this case should not be disgorged.

**** 
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7. 17-27425-C-13 NAOMI ROSS CONTINUED OBJECTION TO
DPC-1 Michael Hays CONFIRMATION OF PLAN BY DAVID

P. CUSICK
Thru #8 12-21-17 [21]
****

Tentative Ruling:  The Objection to Plan was properly set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy
Rule 9014-1(f)(2).  Consequently, the Debtor, Creditors, the Trustee, the U.S. Trustee, and any other parties in
interest were not required to file a written response or opposition to the motion.  If any of these potential respondents
appear at the hearing and offers opposition to the motion, the court will set a briefing schedule and a final hearing
unless there is no need to develop the record further.  If no opposition is offered at the hearing, the court will take up
the merits of the motion.  

     Oral argument may be presented by the parties at the scheduled hearing, where the parties shall address the issues
identified in this tentative ruling and such other issues as are necessary and appropriate to the court’s resolution of
the matter.  

     Below is the court's tentative ruling, rendered on the assumption that there will be no opposition to the
motion.  If there is opposition presented, the court will consider the opposition and whether further hearing is
proper pursuant to Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(2)(iii).  
----------------------------------- 
 
Local Rule 9014-1(f)(2) Motion.

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Debtor and Debtor’s Attorney on December 21, 2017. Fourteen days’ notice is required.

The Objection to the Plan was properly set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy Rule
9014-1(f)(2) and the procedure authorized by Local Bankruptcy Rule 3015-1(c)(4).  The Debtor, Creditors, the
Trustee, the U.S. Trustee, and any other parties in interest were not required to file a written response or opposition
to the motion.  At the hearing ---------------------------------.

The court’s decision is to overrule the Objection. 

The Chapter 13 Trustee opposes confirmation of the Plan on the basis that:

A.  The plan relies upon a motion to value and no motion has been filed.

The court notes that a Motion to Value has been filed and set for hearing (matter #8).  The court notes
that there is no objection to the Motion to Value, although the Motion was filed pursuant to LBR 9014-1(f)(2) so
opposition may be made at the hearing.

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Objection to the Chapter 13 Plan filed by the Chapter 13 Trustee having been
presented to the court, and upon review of the pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel,
and good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that Objection to confirmation of the Plan is overruled.

****
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8. 17-27425-C-13 NAOMI ROSS MOTION TO VALUE COLLATERAL OF
MOH-1 Michael Hays A-L FINANCIAL CORP.

2-13-18 [28]

****
Tentative Ruling:  The Motion to Value was properly set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(2).  Consequently, the Debtor, Creditors, the Trustee, the U.S. Trustee, and any other
parties in interest were not required to file a written response or opposition to the motion.  If any of these
potential respondents appear at the hearing and offers opposition to the motion, the court will set a briefing
schedule and a final hearing unless there is no need to develop the record further.  If no opposition is offered at
the hearing, the court will take up the merits of the motion.  

     Oral argument may be presented by the parties at the scheduled hearing, where the parties shall address the
issues identified in this tentative ruling and such other issues as are necessary and appropriate to the court’s
resolution of the matter.  

     Below is the court's tentative ruling, rendered on the assumption that there will be no opposition to the
motion.  If there is opposition presented, the court will consider the opposition and whether further
hearing is proper pursuant to Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(2)(iii).  
----------------------------------- 

Local Rule 9014-1(f)(2) Motion.

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Debtor, Debtor’s Attorney, Chapter 13 Trustee, parties requesting special notice, and Office of the United States
Trustee on February 13, 2018. Fourteen days’ notice is required. That requirement was met. 

     The Motion to Value was properly set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy Rule
9014-1(f)(2).  The Debtor, Creditors, the Trustee, the U.S. Trustee, and any other parties in interest were not
required to file a written response or opposition to the motion.  At the hearing ---------------------------------.

The Motion to Value secured claim of A-L Financial Corp., “Creditor,” is granted.

The motion is accompanied by the Debtor’s declaration.  The Debtor is the owner of a 2012 Toyota
Corolla. The Debtor seeks to value the property at a replacement value of $8,111.00 as of the petition filing date. 
As the owner, the Debtor’s opinion of value is evidence of the asset’s value. See Fed. R. Evid. 701; see also
Enewally v. Wash. Mut. Bank (In re Enewally), 368 F.3d 1165, 1173 (9th Cir. 2004).

The lien on the vehicle’s title secures a purchase-money loan incurred in 2015, more than 910 days
prior to the filing of the petition, with a balance of approximately $10,206.57. Therefore, the respondent
creditor’s claim secured by a lien on the asset’s title is under-collateralized. The creditor’s secured claim is
determined to be in the amount of $8,111.00. See 11 U.S.C. § 506(a). The valuation motion pursuant to Federal
Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 3012 and 11 U.S.C. § 506(a) is granted.

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form  holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated
in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Motion for Valuation of Collateral filed by
Debtor having been presented to the court, and upon review of the
pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel, and good cause
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appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that the Motion pursuant to 11
U.S.C. § 506(a) is granted and the claim of A-L Financial Corp.,
secured by a purchase-money loan secured against the Debtors’ 2012
Toyota Corolla, is determined to be a secured claim in the amount of
$8,111.00, and the balance of the claim is a general unsecured claim
to be paid through the confirmed bankruptcy plan.

****   
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9. 15-24827-C-13 EMERSON/VIRGINIA NONAN MOTION TO APPROVE LOAN
MET-3 Mary Ellen Terranella MODIFICATION

1-22-18 [56]

****
Final Ruling: No appearance at the February 27, 2018 hearing is required. 
------------------------------ 

Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - No Opposition Filed.

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Debtor, Debtor’s Attorney, Chapter 13 Trustee, and Office of the United States Trustee on January 22, 2018.
Twenty-eight days’ notice is required. That requirement was met. 

     The Motion to Approve Loan Modification has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1).  The failure of the respondent and other parties in interest to file written
opposition at least 14 days prior to the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is
considered to be the equivalent of a statement of nonopposition.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir.
1995).  Further, because the court will not materially alter the relief requested by the moving party, an actual
hearing is unnecessary. See Law Offices of David A. Boone v. Derham-Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592, 602
(9th Cir. 2006).  Therefore, the defaults of the non-responding parties and other parties in interest are entered. 
Upon review of the record there are no disputed material factual issues and the matter will be resolved without
oral argument.  The court will issue its ruling from the parties’ pleadings.

The Motion to Approve Loan Modification is granted

The Motion to Approve Loan Modification filed by debtor seeks court approval for debtor to incur
post-petition credit.  Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. has agreed to a loan modification which will reduce Debtor's
mortgage payment to $1,836.91 a month and the escrow payment to $611.44. 

The Motion is supported by the Declaration of the debtor.  The Declaration affirms Debtor's desire to
obtain the post-petition financing and provides evidence of Debtor's ability to pay this claim on the modified
terms.

The Trustee filed a response indicating that while the Trustee does not oppose the motion to approve
the loan modification, it will oppose the debtor’s discharge unless the debtor successfully modifies the plan and
provides evidence justifying the modification.

This post-petition financing is consistent with the Chapter 13 Plan in this case and Debtor's ability to
fund that Plan.  There being no objection from the Trustee or other parties in interest, and the motion complying
with the provisions of 11 U.S.C. § 364(d), the Motion to Approve the Loan Modification is granted.

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form  holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in
the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Motion to Approve the Loan Modification filed
by Chapter 13 debtors having been presented to the court, and upon
review of the pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel, and good
cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that the court authorizes the
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Chapter 13 debtors to amend the terms of the loan with Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A., which is secured by the real property commonly known
as 405 Amber Drive, Suisun City, California, on such terms as stated
in the Modification Agreement filed as Exhibit A in support of the
Motion, Dckt. 59.

****
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10. 17-28427-C-13 ROBIN/THOMAS HARLAND MOTION TO CONFIRM TERMINATION
JCW-1 Stephen Reynolds OR ABSENCE OF STAY

1-29-18 [26]
****

Tentative Ruling:  The Motion to Confirm Termination or Absence of Stay has been set for hearing on the
notice required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1).  The failure of the respondent and other parties in
interest to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule
9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the equivalent of a statement of nonopposition.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46
F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  

     Oral argument may be presented by the parties at the scheduled hearing, where the parties shall address the
issues identified in this tentative ruling and such other issues as are necessary and appropriate to the court’s
resolution of the matter.  

     Below is the court's tentative ruling.  
----------------------------------- 
Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - Hearing Required.

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Debtor, Debtor’s Attorney, Chapter 13 Trustee, and Office of the United States Trustee on January 29, 2018. 
Twenty-eight days’ notice is required. That requirement was met. 

The Motion to Confirm Termination or Absence of Stay has been set for hearing on the notice
required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1).  The failure of the respondent and other parties in interest to file
written opposition at least 14 days prior to the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is
considered to be the equivalent of a statement of nonopposition.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir.
1995).  The defaults of the non-responding parties are entered.  Upon review of the record there are no disputed
material factual issues and the matter will be resolved without oral argument.  The court will issue its ruling from
the parties’ pleadings.

The Motion to Confirm Termination or Absence of Stay is granted.

Deutsche Bank National Trust Company moves for an order of the court confirming termination of
the automatic stay pursuant to § 362(c)(3) with respect to the real property commonly known as 2263 Casa Dulce
Way, Plumas Lake, CA. 

Debtor filed this case on December 31, 2017.  Debtors filed previous cases 16-22157, filed on April
5, 2016 and dismissed February 28, 2017 and 17-22209, filed on April 3, 2017 and dismissed November 21,
2017.

As a result, pursuant to § 362(c)(4)(A)(i) and (ii), the automatic stay does not act as a stay against
Deutsche Bank National Trust Company from exercising its rights against its collateral including foreclosure. 

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form  holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Motion to Confirm Termination or Absence of Stay filed by the creditor
having been presented to the court, and upon review of the pleadings, evidence,
arguments of counsel, and good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that the Motion to Confirm Termination or Absence of Stay
is granted.

****
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11. 17-27331-C-13 LA KEISHA STEWART CONTINUED OBJECTION TO
DPC-1 Richard Kwun CONFIRMATION OF PLAN BY DAVID

P. CUSICK
12-21-17 [18]

****
Tentative Ruling:  The Objection to Plan was properly set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(2).  Consequently, the Debtor, Creditors, the Trustee, the U.S. Trustee, and any other
parties in interest were not required to file a written response or opposition to the motion.  If any of these
potential respondents appear at the hearing and offers opposition to the motion, the court will set a briefing
schedule and a final hearing unless there is no need to develop the record further.  If no opposition is offered at
the hearing, the court will take up the merits of the motion.  

     Oral argument may be presented by the parties at the scheduled hearing, where the parties shall address the
issues identified in this tentative ruling and such other issues as are necessary and appropriate to the court’s
resolution of the matter.  

     Below is the court's tentative ruling, rendered on the assumption that there will be no opposition to the
motion.  If there is opposition presented, the court will consider the opposition and whether further
hearing is proper pursuant to Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(2)(iii).  
----------------------------------- 
 
Local Rule 9014-1(f)(2) Motion.

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Debtor and Debtor’s Attorney on December 21, 2017. Fourteen days’ notice is required.

The Objection to the Plan was properly set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy
Rule 9014-1(f)(2) and the procedure authorized by Local Bankruptcy Rule 3015-1(c)(4).  The Debtor, Creditors,
the Trustee, the U.S. Trustee, and any other parties in interest were not required to file a written response or
opposition to the motion.  At the hearing ---------------------------------.

The court’s decision is to sustain the Objection. 

The Chapter 13 Trustee opposes confirmation of the Plan on the basis that:

A. Debtors failed to provide the Trustee with a tax transcript or a copy of the Federal Income Tax Return with
attachments for the most recent pre-petition tax year for which a return was required.

B. Debtor has failed to provide the Trustee with 60 days of employer payment advices received prior to the filing
of the petition.

C.  Plan fails liquidation analysis as it proposes 0% to unsecured creditors but debtor has non exempt equity of
$1,200.00.

D.  Plan relies upon a motion to value collateral, but one has not been filed.

The hearing was continued to February 27, 2018.  The Trustee filed a status report indicating that the
plan still relies upon a motion to value that has not been filed, the gross income of the debtor may not be
accurate, and debtor has not made all plan payments due under the terms of the plan.

The Plan does not comply with 11 U.S.C. §§ 1322 and 1325(a).  The objection is sustained and the
Plan is not confirmed.
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The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Objection to the Chapter 13 Plan filed by the Chapter 13 Trustee having
been presented to the court, and upon review of the pleadings, evidence, arguments of
counsel, and good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that Objection to confirmation of the Plan is sustained and
the proposed Chapter 13 Plan is not confirmed.

****
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12. 17-28341-C-13 RICHARD BUCKNER OBJECTION TO CONFIRMATION OF
DPC-1 Gabriel Liberman PLAN BY DAVID P. CUSICK

2-1-18 [13]
****

Tentative Ruling:  The Objection to Plan was properly set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(2).  Consequently, the Debtor, Creditors, the Trustee, the U.S. Trustee, and any other
parties in interest were not required to file a written response or opposition to the motion.  If any of these
potential respondents appear at the hearing and offers opposition to the motion, the court will set a briefing
schedule and a final hearing unless there is no need to develop the record further.  If no opposition is offered at
the hearing, the court will take up the merits of the motion.  

     Oral argument may be presented by the parties at the scheduled hearing, where the parties shall address the
issues identified in this tentative ruling and such other issues as are necessary and appropriate to the court’s
resolution of the matter.  

     Below is the court's tentative ruling, rendered on the assumption that there will be no opposition to the
motion.  If there is opposition presented, the court will consider the opposition and whether further
hearing is proper pursuant to Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(2)(iii).  
----------------------------------- 
Local Rule 9014-1(f)(2) Motion.

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Debtor and Debtor’s Attorney on February 1, 2018. Fourteen days’ notice is required.

The Objection to the Plan was properly set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy
Rule 9014-1(f)(2) and the procedure authorized by Local Bankruptcy Rule 3015-1(c)(4).  The Debtor, Creditors,
the Trustee, the U.S. Trustee, and any other parties in interest were not required to file a written response or
opposition to the motion.  At the hearing ---------------------------------.

The court’s decision is to sustain the Objection. 

The Chapter 13 Trustee opposes confirmation of the Plan on the basis that:

A.  The additional provisions of debtor’s plan appear to call for a loan modification.  The debtor provided to the
Trustee a copy of the Trial Period Plan with creditor Shellpoint Mortgage.  The Trustee is unclear if the debtor
will comply with the plan or want the current plan confirmed where the plan calls for payments of $2,070.00 and
the trial period calls for payments of $1,506.86 per month.

The Plan does not comply with 11 U.S.C. §§ 1322 and 1325(a).  The objection is sustained and the
Plan is not confirmed.

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Objection to the Chapter 13 Plan filed by the Chapter 13 Trustee having
been presented to the court, and upon review of the pleadings, evidence, arguments of
counsel, and good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that Objection to confirmation of the Plan is sustained and
the proposed Chapter 13 Plan is not confirmed.

****
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13. 15-21743-C-13 DANIEL/LYNNETTE BAKER MOTION TO MODIFY PLAN
DBJ-3 Douglas Jacobs 1-10-18 [77]

****
Tentative Ruling:  The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rules 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b).  The failure of
the respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to the hearing as
required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the equivalent of a statement of
nonopposition.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  

     Oral argument may be presented by the parties at the scheduled hearing, where the parties shall address the
issues identified in this tentative ruling and such other issues as are necessary and appropriate to the court’s
resolution of the matter.  

     Below is the court's tentative ruling.  
----------------------------------- 
Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - Hearing Required. 

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Chapter 13 Trustee, all creditors, parties requesting special notice, and Office of the United States Trustee on
January 10, 2018.  Forty-two days’ notice is required. That requirement was met. 

The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy
Rule 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b). Opposition having been
filed, the court will address the merits of the motion at the hearing.  If it appears at the hearing that disputed
material factual issues remain to be resolved, a later evidentiary hearing will be set. Local Bankr. R. 9014-1(g).

 The court’s decision is to deny the Motion to Confirm the Modified Plan.

The Trustee opposes confirmation on the basis that:

A.  Debtors filed supplemental Schedules I and J that state that they have separated and are maintaining two
separate households.  Therefore, debtors assert that there are no funds to pay unsecured creditors.  The modified
plan reduces the percentage to unsecured creditors from 100% to 0%.  The Trustee questions why the debtors
have increased the voluntary contributions to retirement plans at the same time as reducing the distribution to 0 to
unsecured creditors.  Debtors schedules state that one of the debtors has been a Loan Officer for Home Street
Bank for the past two years, however earlier filed schedules show such debtor as having been employed for 13
years by Banc Home Loans. 

B.  Debtor 1's prior pay advices show loan payments but it is unclear to the Trustee what the status of these loans
are. 

The Plan does not comply with 11 U.S.C. §§ 1322 and 1325(a) and is not confirmed.

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Motion to Confirm the Modified Chapter 13 Plan filed by the Debtor
having been presented to the court, and upon review of the pleadings, evidence,
arguments of counsel, and good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that Motion to Confirm the Modified Plan is denied and the
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proposed Chapter 13 Plan is not confirmed.

**** 
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14. 18-20252-C-13 ADEL KHARUFEH MOTION TO VALUE COLLATERAL OF
RJ-1 Richard Jare TOYOTA MOTOR CREDIT CO.

2-13-18 [17]

****
Tentative Ruling:  The Motion to Value was properly set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(2).  Consequently, the Debtor, Creditors, the Trustee, the U.S. Trustee, and any other
parties in interest were not required to file a written response or opposition to the motion.  If any of these
potential respondents appear at the hearing and offers opposition to the motion, the court will set a briefing
schedule and a final hearing unless there is no need to develop the record further.  If no opposition is offered at
the hearing, the court will take up the merits of the motion.  

     Oral argument may be presented by the parties at the scheduled hearing, where the parties shall address the
issues identified in this tentative ruling and such other issues as are necessary and appropriate to the court’s
resolution of the matter.  

     Below is the court's tentative ruling, rendered on the assumption that there will be no opposition to the
motion.  If there is opposition presented, the court will consider the opposition and whether further
hearing is proper pursuant to Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(2)(iii).  
----------------------------------- 

Local Rule 9014-1(f)(2) Motion.

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Debtor, Debtor’s attorney, Chapter 13 Trustee, parties requesting special notice, and Office of the United States
Trustee on February 13, 2018. Fourteen days’ notice is required. That requirement was met. 

     The Motion to Value was properly set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy Rule
9014-1(f)(2).  The Debtor, Creditors, the Trustee, the U.S. Trustee, and any other parties in interest were not
required to file a written response or opposition to the motion.  At the hearing ---------------------------------.

The Motion to Value secured claim of Toyota Motor Credit Co., “Creditor,” is granted.

The motion is accompanied by the Debtor’s declaration.  The Debtor is the owner of a 2015 Toyota
Prius. The Debtor seeks to value the property at a replacement value of $9,700.00 as of the petition filing date. 
As the owner, the Debtor’s opinion of value is evidence of the asset’s value. See Fed. R. Evid. 701; see also
Enewally v. Wash. Mut. Bank (In re Enewally), 368 F.3d 1165, 1173 (9th Cir. 2004).

The lien on the vehicle’s title secures a purchase-money loan incurred more than 910 days prior to
the filing of the petition, with a balance of approximately $21,926.00. Therefore, the respondent creditor’s claim
secured by a lien on the asset’s title is under-collateralized. The creditor’s secured claim is determined to be in
the amount of $9,700.00. See 11 U.S.C. § 506(a). The valuation motion pursuant to Federal Rule of Bankruptcy
Procedure 3012 and 11 U.S.C. § 506(a) is granted.

The Trustee filed a response indicating that the Motion to Value does not conform to the terms of the
confirmed plan which treat the creditor under Class 2A which states that the claim will not be reduced based on
value of the collateral.  The court notes that an amended plan has been filed and set for hearing on April 17,
2018.

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form  holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.
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The Motion for Valuation of Collateral filed by
Debtors having been presented to the court, and upon review of the
pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel, and good cause
appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that the Motion pursuant to 11
U.S.C. § 506(a) is granted and the claim of Toyota Motor Credit
Co., secured by a purchase-money loan secured against the Debtors’
2015 Toyota Prius, is determined to be a secured claim in the
amount of $9,700.00, and the balance of the claim is a general
unsecured claim to be paid through the confirmed bankruptcy plan.

****   
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15. 17-27254-C-13 STEPHANIE MAY CONTINUED OBJECTION TO
DPC-1 Gary Fraley CONFIRMATION OF PLAN BY DAVID

P. CUSICK
12-21-17 [28]

****
Tentative Ruling:  The Objection to Plan was properly set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(2).  Consequently, the Debtor, Creditors, the Trustee, the U.S. Trustee, and any other
parties in interest were not required to file a written response or opposition to the motion.  If any of these
potential respondents appear at the hearing and offers opposition to the motion, the court will set a briefing
schedule and a final hearing unless there is no need to develop the record further.  If no opposition is offered at
the hearing, the court will take up the merits of the motion.  

     Oral argument may be presented by the parties at the scheduled hearing, where the parties shall address the
issues identified in this tentative ruling and such other issues as are necessary and appropriate to the court’s
resolution of the matter.  

     Below is the court's tentative ruling, rendered on the assumption that there will be no opposition to the
motion.  If there is opposition presented, the court will consider the opposition and whether further
hearing is proper pursuant to Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(2)(iii).  
----------------------------------- 
Local Rule 9014-1(f)(2) Motion.

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Debtor and Debtor’s Attorney on December 21, 2017. Fourteen days’ notice is required.

The Objection to the Plan was properly set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy
Rule 9014-1(f)(2) and the procedure authorized by Local Bankruptcy Rule 3015-1(c)(4).  The Debtor, Creditors,
the Trustee, the U.S. Trustee, and any other parties in interest were not required to file a written response or
opposition to the motion.  At the hearing ---------------------------------.

The court’s decision is to sustain the Objection. 

The Chapter 13 Trustee opposes confirmation of the Plan on the basis that:

A. Debtors failed to provide the Trustee with a tax transcript or a copy of the Federal Income Tax Return with
attachments for the most recent pre-petition tax year for which a return was required.

B.  Debtor failed to provide the Trustee with certain business documents.

The Plan does not comply with 11 U.S.C. §§ 1322 and 1325(a).  The objection is sustained and the
Plan is not confirmed.

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Objection to the Chapter 13 Plan filed by the Chapter 13 Trustee having
been presented to the court, and upon review of the pleadings, evidence, arguments of
counsel, and good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that Objection to confirmation of the Plan is sustained and
the proposed Chapter 13 Plan is not confirmed.

****
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16. 17-27355-C-13 ERIC FRANCOIS OBJECTION TO NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
DPC-2 Timothy McCandless PAYMENT CHANGE

1-3-18 [19]

****
Final Ruling: No appearance at the February 27, 2018 hearing is required. 
------------------------------ 

Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - No Opposition Filed.

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Objection and supporting pleadings were served on
Chapter 13 Trustee, respondent creditor, and Office of the United States Trustee on January 3, 2018. Twenty-
eight days’ notice is required.

     The Objectoin to Notice of Postpetition Mortgage Fees, Expenses, and Charges has been set for hearing on the
notice required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1).  The failure of the respondent and other parties in
interest to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule
9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the equivalent of a statement of nonopposition.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46
F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will not materially alter the relief requested by the moving
party, an actual hearing is unnecessary. See Law Offices of David A. Boone v. Derham-Burk (In re Eliapo), 468
F.3d 592, 602 (9th Cir. 2006).  Therefore, the defaults of the non-responding parties and other parties in interest
are entered.  Upon review of the record there are no disputed material factual issues and the matter will be
resolved without oral argument.  The court will issue its ruling from the parties’ pleadings.

The court’s decision is to sustain the Objection.

     Trustee objects to a Notice of Post-Petition Mortgage Fees, Expenses, and Charges filed by Arvest Central
Mortgage Company on November 30, 2017.

Trustee asserts that pursuant to FRBP 3002.1(b), a notice of payment change must be filed and served on
the debtor no later than 21 days before the new payment is due.  Here, Arvest filed the notice on November 30,
2017 for a payment change being effective December 1, 2017.

Additionally, no proof of claim has been filed.  A Notice of Payment Change is a supplement to a claim
and since no claim has been filed, the Notice cannot stand on its own.

The court notes that there is no opposition to the motion.  The creditor filed a withdrawal of notice of
mortgage payment change.

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

     The Objection to Notice of Mortgage Payment having been presented to the court, and upon
review of the pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel, and good cause appearing,

     IT IS ORDERED that the Objection to Notice of Postpetition Mortgage Fees, Expenses, and
Charges is sustained.

****
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17. 18-20055-C-13 AMANDA ANDREWS AND MOTION TO VALUE COLLATERAL OF
SJD-1 CHRISTOPHER ARAGON NAVY FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Susan Dodds 1-30-18 [34]
Thru #18
****

Final Ruling: No appearance at the February 27, 2018 hearing is required. 
------------------------------ 

Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - No Opposition Filed.

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Chapter 13 Trustee, respondent creditor, and Office of the United States Trustee on January 30, 2018.  Twenty-
eight days’ notice is required.

     The Motion to Value has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1). 
The failure of the respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to the
hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the equivalent of a statement of
nonopposition.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will not
materially alter the relief requested by the moving party, an actual hearing is unnecessary. See Law Offices of
David A. Boone v. Derham-Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592, 602 (9th Cir. 2006).  Therefore, the defaults of the
non-responding parties and other parties in interest are entered.  Upon review of the record there are no disputed
material factual issues and the matter will be resolved without oral argument.  The court will issue its ruling from
the parties’ pleadings. 

The Motion to Value secured claim of Navy Federal Credit Union, “Creditor,” is granted.

The motion is accompanied by the Debtor’s declaration.  The Debtor is the owner of a 2013 Buick
Lacrosse. The Debtor seeks to value the property at a replacement value of $7,463.00 as of the petition filing
date.  As the owner, the Debtor’s opinion of value is evidence of the asset’s value. See Fed. R. Evid. 701; see also
Enewally v. Wash. Mut. Bank (In re Enewally), 368 F.3d 1165, 1173 (9th Cir. 2004).

The lien on the vehicle’s title secures a purchase-money loan incurred more than 910 days prior to
the filing of the petition, with a balance of approximately $20,522.00. Therefore, the respondent creditor’s claim
secured by a lien on the asset’s title is under-collateralized. The creditor’s secured claim is determined to be in
the amount of $7,463.00. See 11 U.S.C. § 506(a). The valuation motion pursuant to Federal Rule of Bankruptcy
Procedure 3012 and 11 U.S.C. § 506(a) is granted.

The court notes that the Creditor has not filed a proof of claim.  However, the basis for the
bifurcation of the Creditor’s claim is not based solely on the fact that the Creditor has not filed a proof of claim. 
Therefore, the lien can still be bifurcated. 

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form  holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Motion for Valuation of Collateral filed by
Debtors having been presented to the court, and upon review of the
pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel, and good cause
appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that the Motion pursuant to 11
U.S.C. § 506(a) is granted and the claim of Navy Federal Credit
Union, secured by a purchase-money loan secured against the
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Debtors’ 2013 Buick Lacrosse, is determined to be a secured claim
in the amount of $7,463.00, and the balance of the claim is a general
unsecured claim to be paid through the confirmed bankruptcy plan.

  
****
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18. 18-20055-C-13 AMANDA ANDREWS AND MOTION TO VALUE COLLATERAL OF
SJD-2 CHRISTOPHER ARAGON USAA FEDERAL SAVINGS BANK

Susan Dodds 1-30-18 [30]

****
Final Ruling: No appearance at the February 27, 2018 hearing is required. 
------------------------------ 

Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - No Opposition Filed.

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Chapter 13 Trustee, respondent creditor, and Office of the United States Trustee on January 30, 2018.  Twenty-eight
days’ notice is required.

     The Motion to Value has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1).  The
failure of the respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to the hearing as
required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the equivalent of a statement of
nonopposition.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will not materially
alter the relief requested by the moving party, an actual hearing is unnecessary. See Law Offices of David A. Boone v.
Derham-Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592, 602 (9th Cir. 2006).  Therefore, the defaults of the non-responding parties
and other parties in interest are entered.  Upon review of the record there are no disputed material factual issues and
the matter will be resolved without oral argument.  The court will issue its ruling from the parties’ pleadings. 

The Motion to Value secured claim of USAA Federal Savings Bank, “Creditor,” is granted.

The motion is accompanied by the Debtor’s declaration.  The Debtor is the owner of a 2011 Ford Taurus.
The Debtor seeks to value the property at a replacement value of $4,438.00 as of the petition filing date.  As the
owner, the Debtor’s opinion of value is evidence of the asset’s value. See Fed. R. Evid. 701; see also Enewally v.
Wash. Mut. Bank (In re Enewally), 368 F.3d 1165, 1173 (9th Cir. 2004).

The lien on the vehicle’s title secures a purchase-money loan incurred more than 910 days prior to the
filing of the petition, with a balance of approximately $14,200.00. Therefore, the respondent creditor’s claim secured
by a lien on the asset’s title is under-collateralized. The creditor’s secured claim is determined to be in the amount of
$7,463.00. See 11 U.S.C. § 506(a). The valuation motion pursuant to Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 3012 and
11 U.S.C. § 506(a) is granted.

The court notes that the Creditor has not filed a proof of claim.  However, the basis for the bifurcation of
the Creditor’s claim is not based solely on the fact that the Creditor has not filed a proof of claim.  Therefore, the lien
can still be bifurcated. 

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form  holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Motion for Valuation of Collateral filed by Debtors
having been presented to the court, and upon review of the pleadings,
evidence, arguments of counsel, and good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that the Motion pursuant to 11 U.S.C.
§ 506(a) is granted and the claim of Navy Federal Credit Union, secured
by a purchase-money loan secured against the Debtors’ 2013 Buick
Lacrosse, is determined to be a secured claim in the amount of
$7,463.00, and the balance of the claim is a general unsecured claim to
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be paid through the confirmed bankruptcy plan.

  
****
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19. 16-23656-C-13 WILLIAM/LORI CARPENTER MOTION TO MODIFY PLAN
SS-7 Scoutt Shumaker 1-15-18 [170]

****
Tentative Ruling:  The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rules 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b).  The failure of the
respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to the hearing as required by
Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the equivalent of a statement of nonopposition.  Cf.
Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  

     Oral argument may be presented by the parties at the scheduled hearing, where the parties shall address the issues
identified in this tentative ruling and such other issues as are necessary and appropriate to the court’s resolution of
the matter.  

     Below is the court's tentative ruling.  
----------------------------------- 
Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - Hearing Required. 

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Chapter 13 Trustee, all creditors, parties requesting special notice, and Office of the United States Trustee on January
15, 2018.  Forty-two days’ notice is required. That requirement was met. 

The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy
Rule 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b). Opposition having been filed,
the court will address the merits of the motion at the hearing.  If it appears at the hearing that disputed material
factual issues remain to be resolved, a later evidentiary hearing will be set. Local Bankr. R. 9014-1(g).

 The court’s decision is to continue the Motion to Confirm the Modified Plan to April 24, 2018 at 2:00 p.m..

The Trustee opposes confirmation on the basis that:

A.  The debtor may have significant non-exempt equity.

B.  The debtor has not used the required form plan.

The debtor filed a response requesting continuing the hearing to allow the debtors to file a modified plan
using the correct plan form.

Trustee filed a reply indicating that it would not oppose a continuance. 

The court will continue the matter to April 24, 2018 at 2:00 p.m.

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Motion to Confirm the Modified Chapter 13 Plan filed by the Debtor having
been presented to the court, and upon review of the pleadings, evidence, arguments of
counsel, and good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that Motion to Confirm the Modified Plan is continued to April
24, 2018 at 2:00 p.m.

**** 

February 27, 2018 at 2:00 p.m. - Page 28

http://appsd.caeb.circ9.dcn/ecfcasequery/ECFCaseQuery.aspx?caseNum=16-23656
http://appsd.caeb.circ9.dcn/ecfcasequery//MainContent.aspx?caseID=584993&rpt=Docket&dcn=SS-7
http://img.caeb.circ9.dcn/ECFCaseQuery/ECFCaseQuery.aspx?caseNum=16-23656&rpt=SecDocket&docno=170


20. 17-21959-C-13 JANEEN WILLIAMS MOTION TO MODIFY PLAN
RS-2 Richard Sturdevant 1-16-18 [51]

****
Tentative Ruling:  The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rules 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b).  The failure of the
respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to the hearing as required by
Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the equivalent of a statement of nonopposition.  Cf.
Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  

     Oral argument may be presented by the parties at the scheduled hearing, where the parties shall address the issues
identified in this tentative ruling and such other issues as are necessary and appropriate to the court’s resolution of
the matter.  

     Below is the court's tentative ruling.  
----------------------------------- 
Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - Hearing Required. 

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Chapter 13 Trustee, all creditors, parties requesting special notice, and Office of the United States Trustee on January
16, 2018.  Forty-two days’ notice is required. That requirement was met. 

The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy
Rule 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b). Opposition having been filed,
the court will address the merits of the motion at the hearing.  If it appears at the hearing that disputed material
factual issues remain to be resolved, a later evidentiary hearing will be set. Local Bankr. R. 9014-1(g).

 The court’s decision is to deny the Motion to Confirm the Modified Plan.

The Trustee opposes confirmation on the basis that:

A.  The debtor is delinquent under the terms of the confirmed plan, one of the debtors has lost his job and got a newer
lower paying job, and the modification seeks to increase the plan payment.  The Trustee is uncertain of the debtors’
ability to pay.

B.  Debtor failed to check the box in Section 1.02 indicating nonstandard provisions are attached.

The Plan does not comply with 11 U.S.C. §§ 1322 and 1325(a) and is not confirmed.

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Motion to Confirm the Modified Chapter 13 Plan filed by the Debtor having
been presented to the court, and upon review of the pleadings, evidence, arguments of
counsel, and good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that Motion to Confirm the Modified Plan is denied and the
proposed Chapter 13 Plan is not confirmed.

**** 
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21. 17-25759-C-13 BARBARA GIAMMARCO MOTION TO CONFIRM PLAN
LBG-1 Lucas Garcia 12-22-17 [26]
DEBTOR DISMISSED: 01/21/2018

****
Final  Ruling: No appearance at the February 27, 2018 hearing is required. 
------------------------------ 

The Chapter 13 case having been dismissed December 22, 2017, the Motion to Confirm Plan is denied as moot,
and the matter is removed from the calendar.

****
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22. 17-25760-C-13 LOUISE VICENTE MOTION TO CONFIRM PLAN
LBG-1 Lucas Garcia 12-20-17 [24]

****
Tentative Ruling:  The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rules 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b).  The failure of the
respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to the hearing as required by
Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the equivalent of a statement of nonopposition.  Cf.
Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  

     Oral argument may be presented by the parties at the scheduled hearing, where the parties shall address the issues
identified in this tentative ruling and such other issues as are necessary and appropriate to the court’s resolution of
the matter.  

     Below is the court's tentative ruling.  
----------------------------------- 
Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - Hearing Required. 

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Chapter 13 Trustee, all creditors, parties requesting special notice, and Office of the United States Trustee on
December 20, 2017.  Forty-two days’ notice is required. That requirement was met. 

The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy
Rule 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b). Opposition having been filed,
the court will address the merits of the motion at the hearing.  If it appears at the hearing that disputed material
factual issues remain to be resolved, a later evidentiary hearing will be set. Local Bankr. R. 9014-1(g).

 The court’s decision is to deny the Motion to Confirm the Plan.

The Trustee opposes confirmation on the basis that this motion to confirm does not relate to a pending
plan.  The only pending plan prior to the amended plan filed January 31, 2018, is a plan filed in August 2017.  The
court heard a motion to confirm that plan and denied confirmation.  Debtor has since filed a modified plan that is set
for hearing.  This motion to confirm plan will be denied.

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Motion to Confirm the Chapter 13 Plan filed by the Debtor having been
presented to the court, and upon review of the pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel,
and good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that Motion to Confirm the Plan is denied and the proposed
Chapter 13 Plan is not confirmed.

****
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23. 15-29662-C-13 RAFAT/CATERINA MUHAREB MOTION TO MODIFY PLAN
MJD-2 Matthew DeCaminada 1-12-18 [73]

****
Final Ruling: No appearance at the February 27, 2018  hearing is required. 
------------------------------ 

Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - No Opposition Filed.

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Chapter 13 Trustee, all creditors, parties requesting special notice, and Office of the United States Trustee on
January 12, 2018.  35 days’ notice is required. That requirement was met. 

The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rule 3015-1(d)(2), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 3015(g).  The failure of
the respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to the hearing as
required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the equivalent of a statement of
nonopposition.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will not
materially alter the relief requested by the moving party, an actual hearing is unnecessary. See Law Offices of
David A. Boone v. Derham-Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592, 602 (9th Cir. 2006).  Therefore, the defaults of
the respondent and other parties in interest are entered.  Upon review of the record there are no disputed
material factual issues and the matter will be resolved without oral argument.  The court will issue its ruling
from the parties’ pleadings.

 The Motion to Confirm the Modified Plan is granted.

11 U.S.C. § 1329 permits a debtor to modify a plan after confirmation. Debtors have filed evidence
in support of confirmation. No opposition to the Motion was filed by the Chapter 13 Trustee or creditors. The
Modified Plan complies with 11 U.S.C. §§ 1322, 1325(a), and 1329, and is confirmed. 

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for
the hearing.

The Motion to Confirm the Chapter 13 Plan filed by the
Debtors having been presented to the court, and upon review of the
pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel, and good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that the Motion is granted, Debtors’
Chapter 13 Plan filed on January 12, 2018 is confirmed, and counsel for the
Debtors shall prepare an appropriate order confirming the Chapter 13 Plan,
transmit the proposed order to the Chapter 13 Trustee for approval as to
form, and if so approved, the Chapter 13 Trustee will submit the proposed
order to the court.

****
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24. 12-39863-C-13 ROBERT/KAMBRIA LOBO MOTION TO VALUE COLLATERAL OF
DBJ-7 Douglas Jacobs CALIFORNIA HOUSING FINANCE

AGENCY
1-31-18 [172]

****
Final  Ruling: No appearance at the February 27, 2018 hearing is required. 
------------------------------ 

The parties having filed a stipulation on February 21, 2018 disposing of the motion, the Motion to Value Collatearl
is denied without prejudice as moot, and the matter is removed from the calendar.

****
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25. 17-25966-C-13 WILLIAM/DIMETRA EDWARDS MOTION TO CONFIRM PLAN
LBG-2 Lucas Garcia 12-15-17 [26]

****

Final Ruling: No appearance at the February 27, 2018 hearing is required. 
------------------------------ 

Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - No Opposition Filed.

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Chapter 13 Trustee, all creditors, parties requesting special notice, and Office of the United States Trustee on
December 15, 2017. Forty-two days’ notice is required. That requirement was met. 

The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy
Rule 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b).  The failure of the
respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to the hearing as required
by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the equivalent of a statement of nonopposition.  Cf.
Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will not materially alter the relief
requested by the moving party, an actual hearing is unnecessary. See Law Offices of David A. Boone v.
Derham-Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592, 602 (9th Cir. 2006).  Therefore, the defaults of the respondent and
other parties in interest are entered.  Upon review of the record there are no disputed material factual issues and
the matter will be resolved without oral argument.  The court will issue its ruling from the parties’ pleadings.

 The Motion to Confirm the Amended Plan is granted.

The court will approve a plan that complies with 11 U.S.C. §§ 1322 and 1325(a). Debtors have filed
evidence in support of confirmation. No opposition to the Motion was filed by the Chapter 13 Trustee or
creditors. 
The Plan complies with 11 U.S.C. §§ 1322 and 1325(a) and is confirmed.

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Motion to Confirm the Chapter 13 Plan filed by
the Debtor having been presented to the court, and upon review of
the pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel, and good cause
appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that the Motion is granted,
Debtor’s Chapter 13 Plan filed on February 8, 2018 is confirmed,
and counsel for the Debtor shall prepare an appropriate order
confirming the Chapter 13 Plan, transmit the proposed order to the
Chapter 13 Trustee for approval as to form, and if so approved, the
Chapter 13 Trustee will submit the proposed order to the court.

**** 
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26. 16-20667-C-13 HARRIS WALKER MOTION TO MODIFY PLAN
MMN-2 Michael Noble 1-2-18 [81]

****
Tentative Ruling:  The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rules 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b).  The failure of the
respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to the hearing as required by
Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the equivalent of a statement of nonopposition.  Cf.
Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  

     Oral argument may be presented by the parties at the scheduled hearing, where the parties shall address the issues
identified in this tentative ruling and such other issues as are necessary and appropriate to the court’s resolution of
the matter.  

     Below is the court's tentative ruling.  
----------------------------------- 
Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - Hearing Required. 

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Chapter 13 Trustee, all creditors, parties requesting special notice, and Office of the United States Trustee on January
2, 2018.  Forty-two days’ notice is required. That requirement was met. 

The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy
Rule 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b). Opposition having been filed,
the court will address the merits of the motion at the hearing.  If it appears at the hearing that disputed material
factual issues remain to be resolved, a later evidentiary hearing will be set. Local Bankr. R. 9014-1(g).

 The court’s decision is to deny the Motion to Confirm the Modified Plan.

The Trustee opposes confirmation on the basis that:

A.  Debtor is delinquent $2,187.00 under the terms of the proposed plan.  Debtor has paid a total of $10,935.00.

The Plan does not comply with 11 U.S.C. §§ 1322 and 1325(a) and is not confirmed.

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Motion to Confirm the Modified Chapter 13 Plan filed by the Debtor having
been presented to the court, and upon review of the pleadings, evidence, arguments of
counsel, and good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that Motion to Confirm the Modified Plan is denied and the
proposed Chapter 13 Plan is not confirmed.

**** 
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27. 15-26368-C-13 ERNEST/SHARON VICTORINE MOTION TO MODIFY CONTEMPT ORDER
DPC-4 Robert Fong UNDER FRBP 9024

1-30-18 [157]
DEBTOR DISMISSED:
11/07/2017
JOINT DEBTOR DISMISSED:
11/07/2017

****
Tentative Ruling:  The Motion to Modify Contempt Order has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1).  The failure of the respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at
least 14 days prior to the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the
equivalent of a statement of nonopposition.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  

     Oral argument may be presented by the parties at the scheduled hearing, where the parties shall address the issues
identified in this tentative ruling and such other issues as are necessary and appropriate to the court’s resolution of
the matter.  

     Below is the court's tentative ruling.  
------------------------------ 

Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - No Opposition Filed.

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Debtor , Debtor’s Attorney, Chapter 13 Trustee, parties requesting special notice, and Office of the United States
Trustee on January 30, 2018. 28 days’ notice is required.

     The Motion to Modify Contempt Order has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy Rule
9014-1(f)(1).  The failure of the respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days
prior to the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the equivalent of a
statement of nonopposition.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will not
materially alter the relief requested by the moving party, an actual hearing is unnecessary. See Law Offices of David
A. Boone v. Derham-Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592, 602 (9th Cir. 2006).  Therefore, the defaults of the non-
responding parties and other parties in interest are entered.  Upon review of the record there are no disputed material
factual issues and the matter will be resolved without oral argument.  The court will issue its ruling from the parties’
pleadings.

The Motion to Modify Contempt Order is xxxxxxxxx

The court issued an order to show cause and an order holding debtor and debtor’s attorney in contempt. The
Trustee wants confirmation that the contempt order has been satisfied, and whether the funds paid by debtor’s
attorney are to be paid as if the plan is still pending or turnover to the unsecured creditors. Chapter 13 Trustee moves
for an order from the court clarifying the following:

(1) If only unsecured claims are to be paid.

(2) If the excess funds on hand at the time of dismissal are to be disbursed to unsecured claims.

(3) If the Trustee is to be paid compensation as if the plan were still active.

(4) If the Trustee may issue a Final Report and close the case without receipt of the funds.
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(5) Any residual duty the Trustee has to collect the funds from the Debtors.

The debtor filed a response indicating that there was no opposition to the relief requested by the Trustee. 

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Motion to Modify Contempt Order filed by the Debtor having been
presented to the court, and upon review of the pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel, and good
cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that xxxxxxxxx

****
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28. 17-20570-C-13 JAVIER CASTRO AND SILVIA MOTION TO MODIFY PLAN
SDH-2 RECENDEZ 1-13-18 [33]

Scott Hughes

****
Tentative Ruling:  The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rules 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b).  The failure of the
respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to the hearing as required by
Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the equivalent of a statement of nonopposition.  Cf.
Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  

     Oral argument may be presented by the parties at the scheduled hearing, where the parties shall address the issues
identified in this tentative ruling and such other issues as are necessary and appropriate to the court’s resolution of
the matter.  

     Below is the court's tentative ruling.  
----------------------------------- 
Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - Hearing Required. 

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Chapter 13 Trustee, all creditors, parties requesting special notice, and Office of the United States Trustee on January
13, 2018.  Forty-two days’ notice is required. That requirement was met. 

The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy
Rule 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b). Opposition having been filed,
the court will address the merits of the motion at the hearing.  If it appears at the hearing that disputed material
factual issues remain to be resolved, a later evidentiary hearing will be set. Local Bankr. R. 9014-1(g).

 The court’s decision is to deny the Motion to Confirm the Modified Plan.

The Trustee opposes confirmation on the basis that:

A.  Debtor has not filed supplemental schedules I and J in support of the Motion to Modify. 

B.  Debtors have not provided declarations from their adult children in support of their ability to contribute to
debtors’ monthly income. 

C.  Debtors’ modified plan proposes to pay administrative expenses ahead of Class 1 claims.  The additional
provisions state that debtors’ attorney’s fees shall be paid ahead of all other claims and thus does not appear to
comply with the distribution of plan payments where Trustee fees are paid first, Class 1 post petition monthly
payments are paid next and administrative expenses third. 

Debtors’ Reply

Debtors filed a declaration responding to the Trustee’s objection.  Debtors filed amended schedules after
the Trustee filed his objection.  Debtors’ counsel asserts that he met with the adult children and they indicated to him
they are “willing to help.” Debtors’ counsel states that because the debtors have made 2 straight payments of the
higher amount, no declaration from their children is needed as they have shown an ability to make the payments. 
Debtors’ counsel complains that because the prior plan had the same additional provisions language, there is no
problem with the current plan.

Discussion
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The court will deny the motion to confirm the modified plan.  An attorney’s declaration, nor two months
of payments, is sufficient for a determination by the court that the debtors’ adult children are able and willing to
contribute to plan payments.  Declarations indicating the intention and ability of third parties to contribute to chapter
13 plans is essential not because there is a question of whether the debtor will make the first payments, but whether
the debtor will be able to make consistent payments over the length of an entire plan.  While the fact that the debtors
have made two payments is encouraging, it is in no way dispositive.  The fact that the debtors’ counsel met with the
children and was impressed by their willingness and ability to pay is irrelevant to this court. 

Furthermore, the additional provisions appear to be a problem.  The modified plan was filed on the new
plan form.  The new plan form is more specific than the old plan form.  In particular, the new plan in Section 5.02(b)
states that “If the amount paid by Debtor is insufficient to pay all of the minimum dividends required by section
5.02(a), Trustee shall pay, to the extent possible, such fees, payments, expenses, and claims in the order specified in
section 5.02(a)(I) through (iv)...” The old plan form did not contain such language.  The old plan form did not contain
any specific information as to the priority of administrative payments where the payment is not enough to cover (a)
Trustee fees plus (b) post-petition payments due on Class 1 claims plus (c) monthly dividend for administrative
expenses plus (d) monthly dividends payable on account of Class 1 arrearage claims, Class 2 claims, and executory
contract and unexpired lease arrearage claims.

Counsel argues that the Trustee should be forestalled from making such argument due to res judicata. 
Counsel does not make such argument outside of one line in a declaration and provides the court with no evidence,
authority, or other basis to make such a finding.  In general a court analyzing a res judicata claim looks at (1) whether
there was previous litigation in which identical claims were raised, (2) whether the parties are the same parties as
those who litigated the original action, and (3) whether there was a final judgment.

The previous chapter 13 plan confirmation hearing did not contain identical issues.  The plan form has
been changed.  The language is different.  The additional provisions now present in the amended plan do not make
sense when read in conjunction with Section 5.02(b).  The Trustee would be unable to distribute according to the
terms of the plan.  As a result, res judicata is not applicable.

For these reasons, the plan is not confirmed.

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Motion to Confirm the Modified Chapter 13 Plan filed by the Debtor having
been presented to the court, and upon review of the pleadings, evidence, arguments of
counsel, and good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that Motion to Confirm the Modified Plan is denied and the
proposed Chapter 13 Plan is not confirmed.

**** 
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29. 17-24472-C-13 LESLIE CREED MOTION TO MODIFY PLAN
HLG-3 Kristy Hernandez 1-16-18 [44]

****
Final Ruling: No appearance at the February 27, 2018 hearing is required. 
------------------------------ 

Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - No Opposition Filed.

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Chapter 13 Trustee, all creditors, parties requesting special notice, and Office of the United States Trustee on
January 16, 2018.  35 days’ notice is required. That requirement was met. 

The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rule 3015-1(d)(2), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 3015(g).  The failure of
the respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to the hearing as
required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the equivalent of a statement of
nonopposition.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will not
materially alter the relief requested by the moving party, an actual hearing is unnecessary. See Law Offices of
David A. Boone v. Derham-Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592, 602 (9th Cir. 2006).  Therefore, the defaults of
the respondent and other parties in interest are entered.  Upon review of the record there are no disputed
material factual issues and the matter will be resolved without oral argument.  The court will issue its ruling
from the parties’ pleadings.

 The Motion to Confirm the Modified Plan is granted.

11 U.S.C. § 1329 permits a debtor to modify a plan after confirmation. Debtors have filed evidence
in support of confirmation. No opposition to the Motion was filed by the Chapter 13 Trustee or creditors. The
Modified Plan complies with 11 U.S.C. §§ 1322, 1325(a), and 1329, and is confirmed. 

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for
the hearing.

The Motion to Confirm the Chapter 13 Plan filed by the
Debtors having been presented to the court, and upon review of the
pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel, and good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that the Motion is granted, Debtors’
Chapter 13 Plan filed on January 16, 2018  is confirmed, and counsel for
the Debtors shall prepare an appropriate order confirming the Chapter 13
Plan, transmit the proposed order to the Chapter 13 Trustee for approval as
to form, and if so approved, the Chapter 13 Trustee will submit the
proposed order to the court.

****
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30. 17-25275-C-13 MANUEL QUARESMA MOTION TO CONFIRM PLAN
CA-1 Michael Croddy 1-9-18 [32]

****
Tentative Ruling:  The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rules 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b).  The failure of the
respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to the hearing as required by
Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the equivalent of a statement of nonopposition.  Cf.
Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  

     Oral argument may be presented by the parties at the scheduled hearing, where the parties shall address the issues
identified in this tentative ruling and such other issues as are necessary and appropriate to the court’s resolution of
the matter.  

     Below is the court's tentative ruling.  
----------------------------------- 
Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - Hearing Required. 

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Chapter 13 Trustee, all creditors, parties requesting special notice, and Office of the United States Trustee on January
9, 2018.  Forty-two days’ notice is required. That requirement was met. 

The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy
Rule 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b). Opposition having been filed,
the court will address the merits of the motion at the hearing.  If it appears at the hearing that disputed material
factual issues remain to be resolved, a later evidentiary hearing will be set. Local Bankr. R. 9014-1(g).

 The court’s decision is to deny the Motion to Confirm the Plan.

The Trustee opposes confirmation on the basis that:

A.  Debtor did not use the new plan form. 

The Plan does not comply with 11 U.S.C. §§ 1322 and 1325(a) and is not confirmed.

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Motion to Confirm the Chapter 13 Plan filed by the Debtor having been
presented to the court, and upon review of the pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel,
and good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that Motion to Confirm the Plan is denied and the proposed
Chapter 13 Plan is not confirmed.

****
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31. 16-23876-C-13 THOMAS/MARTIE DOTE MOTION TO MODIFY PLAN
JGL-1 Jennifer Lee 1-3-18 [24]

****
Tentative Ruling:  The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rules 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b).  The failure of the
respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to the hearing as required by
Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the equivalent of a statement of nonopposition.  Cf.
Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  

     Oral argument may be presented by the parties at the scheduled hearing, where the parties shall address the issues
identified in this tentative ruling and such other issues as are necessary and appropriate to the court’s resolution of
the matter.  

     Below is the court's tentative ruling.  
----------------------------------- 
Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - Hearing Required. 

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Chapter 13 Trustee, all creditors, parties requesting special notice, and Office of the United States Trustee on January
3, 2018.  Forty-two days’ notice is required. That requirement was met. 

The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy
Rule 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b). Opposition having been filed,
the court will address the merits of the motion at the hearing.  If it appears at the hearing that disputed material
factual issues remain to be resolved, a later evidentiary hearing will be set. Local Bankr. R. 9014-1(g).

 The court’s decision is xxxxxxxxxxx

The Trustee opposes confirmation on the basis that:

A.  Trustee is unable to determine the proposed plan payment through December 2017. 

B.  Section 3.05 proposes to reduce the attorney’s fees to be paid through the plan from $2,000 to $1,500 but the
Trustee has already disbursed $2,000 in attorney’s fees. 

C.  Section 7.02 of the plan authorizes payments to Toyota Financial Services in the amount of $4,400 paid through
December 2017 and $315 per month starting January 2018.  The total amount actually disbursed through December
2017 was $5,461.61.  Trustee requests this be corrected in the order confirming.

D.  Debtors’ modified plan proposes to increase payments to $885 but debtors’ most recent Schedules I and J reflect
monthly income of $823.

Debtors’ Response

Debtors respond that:

A.  Debtors have paid $11,200 through December 2017.

B.  The debtors did not intend to change the amount of attorney’s fees to be paid and will change it back.

C.  The amount paid to Toyota Financial Services will be corrected in the order confirming.
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D.  Supplemental Schedule J has been filed which shows how the debtors have the money for the increased plan
payment.

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Motion to Confirm the Modified Chapter 13 Plan filed by the Debtor having
been presented to the court, and upon review of the pleadings, evidence, arguments of
counsel, and good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that Motion to Confirm the Modified Plan xxxxxxxxxxx

**** 
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32. 17-26978-C-13 RICHARD/LINDA STROM MOTION TO CONFIRM PLAN
NUU-1 Chinonye Ugorji 1-8-18 [40]

Thru #33

****
Tentative Ruling:  The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rules 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b).  The failure of the
respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to the hearing as required by
Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the equivalent of a statement of nonopposition.  Cf.
Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  

     Oral argument may be presented by the parties at the scheduled hearing, where the parties shall address the issues
identified in this tentative ruling and such other issues as are necessary and appropriate to the court’s resolution of
the matter.  

     Below is the court's tentative ruling.  
----------------------------------- 
Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - Hearing Required. 

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Chapter 13 Trustee, all creditors, parties requesting special notice, and Office of the United States Trustee on January
8, 2018.  Forty-two days’ notice is required. That requirement was met. 

The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy
Rule 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b). Opposition having been filed,
the court will address the merits of the motion at the hearing.  If it appears at the hearing that disputed material
factual issues remain to be resolved, a later evidentiary hearing will be set. Local Bankr. R. 9014-1(g).

 The court’s decision is to deny the Motion to Confirm the Plan.

The Trustee opposes confirmation on the basis that:

A.  Debtors filed a second Amended Plan on January 16, 2018.  This Motion to Confirm should be denied as the
Second Amended Plan is not identical to the First Amended Plan.  The Trustee requests that the debtors be required
to file and serve another new plan with accompanying motion to confirm.

The Plan does not comply with 11 U.S.C. §§ 1322 and 1325(a) and is not confirmed.

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Motion to Confirm the Chapter 13 Plan filed by the Debtor having been
presented to the court, and upon review of the pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel,
and good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that Motion to Confirm the Plan is denied and the proposed
Chapter 13 Plan is not confirmed.

****
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33. 17-26978-C-13 RICHARD/LINDA STROM OBJECTION TO CONFIRMATION OF
PPR-2 Chinonye Ugorji PLAN BY WELLS FARGO BANK N.A.

1-16-18 [48]

****
Tentative Ruling:  The Objection to Plan was properly set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy
Rule 9014-1(f)(2).  Consequently, the Debtor, Creditors, the Trustee, the U.S. Trustee, and any other parties in
interest were not required to file a written response or opposition to the motion.  If any of these potential respondents
appear at the hearing and offers opposition to the motion, the court will set a briefing schedule and a final hearing
unless there is no need to develop the record further.  If no opposition is offered at the hearing, the court will take up
the merits of the motion.  

     Oral argument may be presented by the parties at the scheduled hearing, where the parties shall address the issues
identified in this tentative ruling and such other issues as are necessary and appropriate to the court’s resolution of
the matter.  

     Below is the court's tentative ruling, rendered on the assumption that there will be no opposition to the
motion.  If there is opposition presented, the court will consider the opposition and whether further hearing is
proper pursuant to Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(2)(iii).  
----------------------------------- 
 
Local Rule 9014-1(f)(2) Motion.

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Debtor and Debtor’s Attorney on January 16, 2018. Fourteen days’ notice is required.

The Objection to the Plan was properly set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy Rule
9014-1(f)(2) and the procedure authorized by Local Bankruptcy Rule 3015-1(c)(4).  The Debtor, Creditors, the
Trustee, the U.S. Trustee, and any other parties in interest were not required to file a written response or opposition
to the motion.  At the hearing ---------------------------------.

The court’s decision is to sustain the Objection. 

The Creditor, Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., objects to debtors plan because the plan fails to provide for the
full cure of pre-petition arrears of the creditor.  Debtors appear to be attempting to obtain a loan modification, but the
plan is inconsistent with how it treats the creditor if a loan modification is obtained or denied.

The Plan does not comply with 11 U.S.C. §§ 1322 and 1325(a).  The objection is sustained and the Plan
is not confirmed.

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Objection to the Chapter 13 Plan filed by the Creditor having been presented
to the court, and upon review of the pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel, and good
cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that Objection to confirmation of the Plan is sustained and the
proposed Chapter 13 Plan is not confirmed.

****
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34. 15-20380-C-13 MATTHEW/ERIN O'BRIEN MOTION TO MODIFY PLAN
SS-6 Scott Shumaker 1-15-18 [142]

****
Tentative Ruling:  The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rules 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b).  The failure of the
respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to the hearing as required by
Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the equivalent of a statement of nonopposition.  Cf.
Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  

     Oral argument may be presented by the parties at the scheduled hearing, where the parties shall address the issues
identified in this tentative ruling and such other issues as are necessary and appropriate to the court’s resolution of
the matter.  

     Below is the court's tentative ruling.  
----------------------------------- 
Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - Hearing Required. 

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Chapter 13 Trustee, all creditors, parties requesting special notice, and Office of the United States Trustee on January
15, 2018.  Forty-two days’ notice is required. That requirement was met. 

The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy
Rule 3015-1(d)(1), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 2002(b). Opposition having been filed,
the court will address the merits of the motion at the hearing.  If it appears at the hearing that disputed material
factual issues remain to be resolved, a later evidentiary hearing will be set. Local Bankr. R. 9014-1(g).

 The court’s decision is to deny the Motion to Confirm the Modified Plan.

The Trustee opposes confirmation on the basis that:

A.  Debtors have not used the correct form plan.

B.  Debtors attempt to opt out of the new plan form, but the correct way to do that is to do it on the new form plan but
attach additional provisions.

C.  Debtors are delinquent $631 under the terms of the confirmed plan. 

D.  Debtors appear to have overstated the claim of Green Tree as there are no details to clarify or established the
proposed claim such as number of months, late fees, or how the increase was determined.

E.  Motion does not cite legal authority for the confirmation of the plan.

The Plan does not comply with 11 U.S.C. §§ 1322 and 1325(a) and is not confirmed.

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Motion to Confirm the Modified Chapter 13 Plan filed by the Debtor having
been presented to the court, and upon review of the pleadings, evidence, arguments of
counsel, and good cause appearing,
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IT IS ORDERED that Motion to Confirm the Modified Plan is denied and the
proposed Chapter 13 Plan is not confirmed.

**** 
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35. 17-24180-C-13 DARRYL/SHELLEY SANDERS MOTION TO MODIFY PLAN
MS-1 Mark Shmorgon 1-11-18 [26]

Thru #36

****
Final Ruling: No appearance at the February 27, 2018 hearing is required. 
------------------------------ 

Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - No Opposition Filed.

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Chapter 13 Trustee, all creditors, parties requesting special notice, and Office of the United States Trustee on
January 11, 2018.  35 days’ notice is required. That requirement was met. 

The Motion to Confirm the Plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rule 3015-1(d)(2), 9014-1(f)(1), and Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 3015(g).  The failure of
the respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to the hearing as
required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the equivalent of a statement of
nonopposition.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will not
materially alter the relief requested by the moving party, an actual hearing is unnecessary. See Law Offices of
David A. Boone v. Derham-Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592, 602 (9th Cir. 2006).  Therefore, the defaults of
the respondent and other parties in interest are entered.  Upon review of the record there are no disputed
material factual issues and the matter will be resolved without oral argument.  The court will issue its ruling
from the parties’ pleadings.

 The Motion to Confirm the Modified Plan is granted.

11 U.S.C. § 1329 permits a debtor to modify a plan after confirmation. Debtors have filed evidence
in support of confirmation. No opposition to the Motion was filed by the Chapter 13 Trustee or creditors. The
Modified Plan complies with 11 U.S.C. §§ 1322, 1325(a), and 1329, and is confirmed. 

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for
the hearing.

The Motion to Confirm the Chapter 13 Plan filed by the
Debtors having been presented to the court, and upon review of the
pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel, and good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that the Motion is granted, Debtors’
Chapter 13 Plan filed on January 11, 2018 is confirmed, and counsel for the
Debtors shall prepare an appropriate order confirming the Chapter 13 Plan,
transmit the proposed order to the Chapter 13 Trustee for approval as to
form, and if so approved, the Chapter 13 Trustee will submit the proposed
order to the court.

****
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36. 17-24180-C-13 DARRYL/SHELLEY SANDERS MOTION FOR COMPENSATION BY THE
MS-2 Mark Shmorgon LAW OFFICE OF MARK SHMORGON FOR

MARK SHMORGON, DEBTORS
ATTORNEY(S)
1-11-18 [32]

****
Final  Ruling: No appearance at the February 27, 2018 hearing is required. 
------------------------------ 

Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - No Opposition Filed.
                              
Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Debtor, Debtor’s Attorney, Chapter 13 Trustee, Committee of Creditors Holding General Unsecured Claims/ or
creditors holding the 20 largest unsecured claims, parties requesting special notice, and Office of the United States
Trustee on January 11, 2018. 28 days’ notice is required. That requirement was met.

     The Motion for Allowance of Professional Fees has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1).  The failure of the respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at
least 14 days prior to the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the
equivalent of a statement of nonopposition.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  Further, because
the court will not materially alter the relief requested by the moving party, an actual hearing is unnecessary. See Law
Offices of David A. Boone v. Derham-Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592, 602 (9th Cir. 2006).  Therefore, the defaults
of the non-responding parties are entered.  Upon review of the record there are no disputed material factual issues and
the matter will be resolved without oral argument.  The court will issue its ruling from the parties’ pleadings.

The Motion for Allowance of Professional Fees is granted.

                                   
     Mark Shmorgon, the Attorney for Debtors, (“Applicant”) for Darryl and Shelley Sanders, (“Clients”), makes an
Additional Request for the Allowance of Fees and Expenses in this case.  

     The period for which the fees are requested is for the period January 10, 2018 through January 11, 2018.
Applicant requests fees in the amount of $1,000.00.

STATUTORY BASIS FOR PROFESSIONAL FEES

     Pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 330(a)(3),

In determining the amount of reasonable compensation to be awarded to an examiner, trustee
under chapter 11, or professional person, the court shall consider the nature, the extent, and
the value of such services, taking into account all relevant factors, including–

      (A) the time spent on such services;

      (B) the rates charged for such services;

      (C) whether the services were necessary to the administration of, or beneficial at the time
at which the service was rendered toward the completion of, a case under this title;

      (D) whether the services were performed within a reasonable amount of time
commensurate with the complexity, importance, and nature of the problem, issue, or task
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addressed;

      (E) with respect to a professional person, whether the person is board certified or
otherwise has demonstrated skill and experience in the bankruptcy field; and

      (F) whether the compensation is reasonable based on the customary compensation
charged by comparably skilled practitioners in cases other than cases under this title.

     
Further, the court shall not allow compensation for,

(I) unnecessary duplication of services; or
(ii) services that were not--

(I) reasonably likely to benefit the debtor's estate; 
(II) necessary to the administration of the case.

11 U.S.C. § 330(a)(4)(A).  The court may award interim fees for professionals pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 331, which
award is subject to final review and allowance pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 330. 

Benefit to the Estate
     
     Even if the court finds that the services billed by an attorney are "actual," meaning that the fee application reflects
time entries properly charged for services, the attorney must still demonstrate that the work performed was necessary
and reasonable. Unsecured Creditors' Committee v. Puget Sound Plywood, Inc. (In re Puget Sound Plywood), 924
F.2d 955, 958 (9th Cir. 1991). An attorney must exercise good billing judgment with regard to the services provided
as the court's authorization to employ an attorney to work in a bankruptcy case does not give that attorney "free reign
[sic] to run up a [professional fees and expenses] without considering the maximum probable [as opposed to
possible] recovery." Id. at 958.  According the Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, prior to working on a legal
matter, the attorney, or other professional as appropriate, is obligated to consider:

(a) Is the burden of the probable cost of legal services disproportionately large in relation to
the size of the estate and maximum probable recovery?

(b) To what extent will the estate suffer if the services are not rendered?

(c) To what extent may the estate benefit if the services are rendered and what is the
likelihood of the disputed issues being resolved successfully?

Id. at 959.

In this District the Local Rules provide consumer counsel in Chapter 13 cases with an election for the allowance of
fees in connection with the services required in obtaining confirmation of a plan and the services related thereto
through the debtor obtaining a discharge.  Local Bankruptcy Rule 2016-1 provides, in pertinent part,

“(a) Compensation. Compensation paid to attorneys for the representation of chapter 13
debtors shall be determined according to Subpart (c) of this Local Bankruptcy Rule, unless a
party-in-interest objects or the attorney opts out of Subpart (c). The failure of an attorney to
file an executed copy of Form EDC 3-096, Rights and Responsibilities of Chapter 13 Debtors
and Their Attorneys, shall signify that the attorney has opted out of Subpart (c). When there
is an objection or when an attorney opts out, compensation shall be determined in accordance
with 11 U.S.C. §§ 329 and 330, Fed. R. Bankr. P. 2002, 2016, and 2017, and any other
applicable authority.”
...
(c) Fixed Fees Approved in Connection with Plan Confirmation. The Court will, as part of
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the chapter 13 plan confirmation process, approve fees of attorneys representing chapter 13
debtors provided they comply with the requirements to this Subpart.

(1) The maximum fee that may be charged is $4,000.00 in nonbusiness cases, and $6,000.00
in business cases.

(2) The attorney for the chapter 13 debtor must file an executed copy of Form EDC 3-096,
Rights and Responsibilities of Chapter 13 Debtors and Their Attorneys.

(3) If the fee under this Subpart is not sufficient to fully and fairly compensate counsel for
the legal services rendered in the case, the attorney may apply for additional fees.  The fee
permitted under this Subpart, however, is not a retainer that, once exhausted, automatically
justifies a motion for additional fees. Generally, this fee will fairly compensate the debtor’s
attorney for all preconfirmation services and most postconfirmation services, such as
reviewing the notice of filed claims, objecting to untimely claims, and modifying the plan to
conform it to the claims filed. Only in instances where substantial and unanticipated
post-confirmation work is necessary should counsel request additional compensation. Form
EDC 3-095, Application and Declaration RE: Additional Fees and Expenses in Chapter 13
Cases, may be used when seeking additional fees. The necessity for a hearing on the
application shall be governed by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 2002(a)(6).”  

     If Applicant believes that there has been substantial and unanticipated legal services which have been provided,
then such additional fees may be requested as provided in Local Bankruptcy Rule 2016-1(c)(3).  He may file a fee
application and the court will consider the fees to be awarded pursuant to 11 U.S.C. §§ 329, 330, and 331.  In the
Ninth Circuit, the customary method for determining the reasonableness of a professional’s fees is the “lodestar”
calculation. Morales v. City of San Rafael, 96 F.3d 359, 363 (9th Cir. 1996), amended, 108 F.3d 981 (9th Cir. 1997).
“The ‘lodestar’ is calculated by multiplying the number of hours the prevailing party reasonably expended on the
litigation by a reasonable hourly rate.” Morales, 96 F.3d at 363 (citation omitted). “This calculation provides an
objective basis on which to make an initial estimate of the value of a lawyer’s services.” Hensley v. Eckerhart, 461
U.S. 424, 433 (1983). A compensation award based on the loadstar is a presumptively reasonable fee. In re Manoa
Fin. Co., 853 F.2d 687, 691 (9th Cir. 1988).

     In rare or exceptional instances, if the court determines that the lodestar figure is unreasonably low or high, it may
adjust the figure upward or downward based on certain factors. Miller v. Los Angeles County Bd. of Educ., 827 F.2d
617, 620 n.4 (9th Cir. 1987). Therefore, the court has considerable discretion in determining the reasonableness of
professional’s fees. Gates v. Duekmejian, 987 F.2d 1392, 1398 (9th Cir. 1992). It is appropriate for the court to have
this discretion “in view of the [court’s] superior understanding of the litigation and the desirability of avoiding
frequent appellate review of what essentially are factual matters.” Hensley, 461 U.S. at 437.
      

FEES AND COSTS & EXPENSES REQUESTED

Fees and Costs

     Applicant seeks compensation for unanticipated work performed in connection with filing and confirming a
modified chapter 13 plan.  Applicant provides a task billing analysis and supporting evidence for the services
provided at the hourly rate of $250.00/hour.    

     Total Hours: 4 hours in attorney services          
     
     Applicant is allowed, and the Chapter 13 Trustee is authorized to pay, the following amounts as compensation to
this professional in this case:
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     Fees                 $1,000.00 
     Costs $0.00
     

     The Chapter 13 Trustee filed a statement of nonopposition. Dkt 41.

     A review of the application shows that the services provided by Applicant related to the estate enforcing rights
and obtaining benefits.   The court finds the services were beneficial to the Client and bankruptcy estate and
reasonable.      

The court shall issue an order substantially in the following form  holding that:                              

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

     The Motion for Allowance of Fees and Expenses filed by Mark Shmorgon (“Applicant”),
Attorney for the Chapter 13 Debtor having been presented to the court, and upon review of
the pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel, and good cause appearing, Mark Shmorgon is
allowed the fees in the amount of $1,000.00 as a professional of the Estate.

               
****
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37. 18-20583-C-13 FRANCESCA/JOSEPH WILLIAMS MOTION TO EXTEND AUTOMATIC STAY
PSB-1 Pauldeep Bains 2-12-18 [12]

****
Tentative Ruling:  The Motion to Extend the Automatic Stay was properly set for hearing on the notice required
by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(2).  Consequently, the Debtor, Creditors, the Trustee, the U.S. Trustee, and
any other parties in interest were not required to file a written response or opposition to the motion.  If any of
these potential respondents appear at the hearing and offers opposition to the motion, the court will set a briefing
schedule and a final hearing unless there is no need to develop the record further.  If no opposition is offered at
the hearing, the court will take up the merits of the motion.  

     Oral argument may be presented by the parties at the scheduled hearing, where the parties shall address the
issues identified in this tentative ruling and such other issues as are necessary and appropriate to the court’s
resolution of the matter.  

     Below is the court's tentative ruling, rendered on the assumption that there will be no opposition to the
motion.  If there is opposition presented, the court will consider the opposition and whether further
hearing is proper pursuant to Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(2)(iii).  
----------------------------------- 
 
Local Rule 9014-1(f)(2) Motion.

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Chapter 13 Trustee, creditors, and Office of the United States Trustee on February 12, 2018. Fourteen days’
notice is required. That requirement was met. 

     The Motion to Extend the Automatic Stay was properly set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(2).  The Debtor, Creditors, the Trustee, the U.S. Trustee, and any other parties in
interest were not required to file a written response or opposition to the motion.  At the hearing ---------------------
------------.

The Motion to Extend the Automatic Stay is granted.

Debtor seeks to have the provisions of the automatic stay provided by 11 U.S.C. § 362(c) extended
beyond thirty days in this case. This is Debtor’s second bankruptcy case within the last twelve months. Debtor’s
first bankruptcy case (No.  18-20020) was filed on January 2, 2018 and dismissed on January 22, 2018, for
Debtor’s failure to file all necessary documents. Therefore, pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 362(c)(2)(A), the provisions
of the automatic stay end as to Debtor thirty days after filing.  

Upon motion of a party in interest and after notice and hearing, the court may order the provisions
extended beyond thirty days if the filing of the subsequent petition was filed in good faith. 11 U.S.C. §
362(c)(3)(B). The subsequently filed case is presumed to be filed in bad faith if Debtor failed to file documents
as required by the court without substantial excuse. 11 U.S.C. § 362(c)(3)(C)(i)(II)(aa). The presumption of bad
faith may be rebutted by clear and convincing evidence. Id. at § 362(c)(3)(c).

In determining if good faith exists, the court considers the totality of the circumstances. In re Elliot-
Cook, 357 B.R. 811, 814 (Bankr. N.D. Cal. 2006); see also Laura B. Bartell, staying the Serial Filer -
Interpreting the New Exploding Stay Provisions of § 362(c)(3) of the Bankruptcy Code, 82 Am. Bankr. L.J. 201,
209-210 (2008). Courts consider many factors - including those used to determine good faith under §§ 1307( and
1325(a) - but the two basic issues to determine good faith under 11 U.S.C. § 362(c)(3) are:

1. Why was the previous plan filed?
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2. What has changed so that the present plan is likely to succeed?    
Elliot-Cook, 357 B.R. at 814-815.

Here, the debtors have filed all initial documents as the debtors have hired an attorney this time.  The
chapter 13 trustee does not oppose the extension of the automatic stay.

Debtor has sufficiently rebutted the presumption of bad faith under the facts of this case and the prior
case for the court to extend the automatic stay.. 

The motion is granted and the automatic stay is extended for all purposes, unless terminated by
further order of this court.

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that: 

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil
Minutes for the hearing.

The Motion to Extend the Automatic Stay the Chapter
13 Plan filed by the Debtor having been presented to the court, and
upon review of the pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel, and
good cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that the Motion is granted and the
automatic stay is extended pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 362(c)(3)(B) for
all purposes, unless terminated by further order of this court.

****   
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38. 16-28295-C-13 KENNETH WILSON MOTION BY LES HAIT TO WITHDRAW
LH-2 John Downing AS ATTORNEY

1-5-18 [112]

****
Final Ruling: No appearance at the February 27, 2018 hearing is required. 
------------------------------ 

Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - No Opposition Filed.

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Debtor, Debtor’s Attorney, Chapter 13 Trustee, parties requesting special notice, and Office of the United States
Trustee on January 5, 2018.  28 days’ notice is required.

     The Motion to Withdraw as Attorney has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy Rule
9014-1(f)(1).  The failure of the respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days
prior to the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the equivalent of a
statement of nonopposition.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will not
materially alter the relief requested by the moving party, an actual hearing is unnecessary. See Law Offices of David
A. Boone v. Derham-Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592, 602 (9th Cir. 2006).  Therefore, the defaults of the non-
responding parties and other parties in interest are entered.  Upon review of the record there are no disputed material
factual issues and the matter will be resolved without oral argument.  The court will issue its ruling from the parties’
pleadings.

The Motion to Withdraw as Attorney is granted.

     Les Hait, attorney for Sharon Wilson moves the Court for an order approving his withdrawal as attorney.  The
creditor’s claim is related to a community property owned by the debtor.  A settlement between the parties was
reached.  The creditor received the entire award of community property and the claim has been resolved.  Creditor no
longer needs representation.  Current address of the creditor has been included in the motion.

     The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that: 

     Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

     The Motion to Withdraw as Attorney filed by Les Hait having been presented to the court, and upon review of the
pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel, and good cause appearing,

     IT IS ORDERED that the Motion to Withdraw as Attorney is granted.

****
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39. 17-27496-C-13 DAVID TAYLOR CONTINUED OBJECTION TO
APN-1 Dale Orthner CONFIRMATION OF PLAN BY TOYOTA

MOTOR CREDIT CORPORATION
12-13-17 [16]

****
Tentative Ruling:  The Objection to Plan was properly set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy
Rule 9014-1(f)(2).  Consequently, the Debtor, Creditors, the Trustee, the U.S. Trustee, and any other parties in
interest were not required to file a written response or opposition to the motion.  If any of these potential respondents
appear at the hearing and offers opposition to the motion, the court will set a briefing schedule and a final hearing
unless there is no need to develop the record further.  If no opposition is offered at the hearing, the court will take up
the merits of the motion.  

     Oral argument may be presented by the parties at the scheduled hearing, where the parties shall address the issues
identified in this tentative ruling and such other issues as are necessary and appropriate to the court’s resolution of
the matter.  

     Below is the court's tentative ruling, rendered on the assumption that there will be no opposition to the
motion.  If there is opposition presented, the court will consider the opposition and whether further hearing is
proper pursuant to Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(2)(iii).  
----------------------------------- 
 
Local Rule 9014-1(f)(2) Motion.

Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Debtor and Debtor’s Attorney on December 13, 2017. Fourteen days’ notice is required.

The Objection to the Plan was properly set for hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy Rule
9014-1(f)(2) and the procedure authorized by Local Bankruptcy Rule 3015-1(c)(4).  The Debtor, Creditors, the
Trustee, the U.S. Trustee, and any other parties in interest were not required to file a written response or opposition
to the motion.  At the hearing ---------------------------------.

The court’s decision is to overrule the Objection. 

The Creditor, Toyota Motor Credit Corporation opposes confirmation of the Plan on the basis that debtor
has neither assumed or rejected the lease agreement entered into with the creditor. 

The hearing was continued from February 13, 2018.  The parties filed a stipulation indicating that the
debtor will assume the lease and the Chapter 13 plan will be amended to include the assumption of the lease.

The court shall issue a minute order substantially in the following form holding that:

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

The Objection to the Chapter 13 Plan filed by the Creditor having been presented
to the court, and upon review of the pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel, and good
cause appearing,

IT IS ORDERED that Objection to confirmation of the Plan is overruled.

****
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40. 14-20299-C-13 KENNETH/RAMONA BRADFORD MOTION FOR COMPENSATION FOR
PGM-6 Peter Macaluso PETER G. MACALUSO, DEBTORS

ATTORNEY(S)
1-17-18 [178]

****
Final  Ruling: No appearance at the July 26, 2016 hearing is required. 
------------------------------ 

Local Rule 9014-1(f)(1) Motion - No Opposition Filed.
                              
Correct Notice Provided.  The Proof of Service states that the Motion and supporting pleadings were served on
Debtor, Debtor’s Attorney, Chapter 13 Trustee, Committee of Creditors Holding General Unsecured Claims/ or
creditors holding the 20 largest unsecured claims, parties requesting special notice, and Office of the United States
Trustee on January 17, 2018. 28 days’ notice is required. That requirement was met.

     The Motion for Allowance of Professional Fees has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1).  The failure of the respondent and other parties in interest to file written opposition at
least 14 days prior to the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered to be the
equivalent of a statement of nonopposition.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9th Cir. 1995).  Further, because
the court will not materially alter the relief requested by the moving party, an actual hearing is unnecessary. See Law
Offices of David A. Boone v. Derham-Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592, 602 (9th Cir. 2006).  Therefore, the defaults
of the non-responding parties are entered.  Upon review of the record there are no disputed material factual issues and
the matter will be resolved without oral argument.  The court will issue its ruling from the parties’ pleadings.

The Motion for Allowance of Professional Fees is continued and an Order to Show Cause will
be issued.

                                   
     Peter Macaluso, the Attorney for Debtors, (“Applicant”) for Kenneth and Ramona Bradford, (“Clients”), makes an
Additional Request for the Allowance of Fees and Expenses in this case.  

     The period for which the fees are requested is for the period April 18, 2017 through September 6, 2017. Applicant
requests fees in the amount of $1,650.00.

STATUTORY BASIS FOR PROFESSIONAL FEES

     Pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 330(a)(3),

In determining the amount of reasonable compensation to be awarded to an examiner, trustee
under chapter 11, or professional person, the court shall consider the nature, the extent, and
the value of such services, taking into account all relevant factors, including–

      (A) the time spent on such services;

      (B) the rates charged for such services;

      (C) whether the services were necessary to the administration of, or beneficial at the time
at which the service was rendered toward the completion of, a case under this title;

      (D) whether the services were performed within a reasonable amount of time
commensurate with the complexity, importance, and nature of the problem, issue, or task
addressed;
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      (E) with respect to a professional person, whether the person is board certified or
otherwise has demonstrated skill and experience in the bankruptcy field; and

      (F) whether the compensation is reasonable based on the customary compensation
charged by comparably skilled practitioners in cases other than cases under this title.

     
Further, the court shall not allow compensation for,

(I) unnecessary duplication of services; or
(ii) services that were not--

(I) reasonably likely to benefit the debtor's estate; 
(II) necessary to the administration of the case.

11 U.S.C. § 330(a)(4)(A).  The court may award interim fees for professionals pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 331, which
award is subject to final review and allowance pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 330. 

Benefit to the Estate
     
     Even if the court finds that the services billed by an attorney are "actual," meaning that the fee application reflects
time entries properly charged for services, the attorney must still demonstrate that the work performed was necessary
and reasonable. Unsecured Creditors' Committee v. Puget Sound Plywood, Inc. (In re Puget Sound Plywood), 924
F.2d 955, 958 (9th Cir. 1991). An attorney must exercise good billing judgment with regard to the services provided
as the court's authorization to employ an attorney to work in a bankruptcy case does not give that attorney "free reign
[sic] to run up a [professional fees and expenses] without considering the maximum probable [as opposed to
possible] recovery." Id. at 958.  According the Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, prior to working on a legal
matter, the attorney, or other professional as appropriate, is obligated to consider:

(a) Is the burden of the probable cost of legal services disproportionately large in relation to
the size of the estate and maximum probable recovery?

(b) To what extent will the estate suffer if the services are not rendered?

(c) To what extent may the estate benefit if the services are rendered and what is the
likelihood of the disputed issues being resolved successfully?

Id. at 959.

In this District the Local Rules provide consumer counsel in Chapter 13 cases with an election for the allowance of
fees in connection with the services required in obtaining confirmation of a plan and the services related thereto
through the debtor obtaining a discharge.  Local Bankruptcy Rule 2016-1 provides, in pertinent part,

“(a) Compensation. Compensation paid to attorneys for the representation of chapter 13
debtors shall be determined according to Subpart (c) of this Local Bankruptcy Rule, unless a
party-in-interest objects or the attorney opts out of Subpart (c). The failure of an attorney to
file an executed copy of Form EDC 3-096, Rights and Responsibilities of Chapter 13 Debtors
and Their Attorneys, shall signify that the attorney has opted out of Subpart (c). When there
is an objection or when an attorney opts out, compensation shall be determined in accordance
with 11 U.S.C. §§ 329 and 330, Fed. R. Bankr. P. 2002, 2016, and 2017, and any other
applicable authority.”
...
(c) Fixed Fees Approved in Connection with Plan Confirmation. The Court will, as part of
the chapter 13 plan confirmation process, approve fees of attorneys representing chapter 13
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debtors provided they comply with the requirements to this Subpart.

(1) The maximum fee that may be charged is $4,000.00 in nonbusiness cases, and $6,000.00
in business cases.

(2) The attorney for the chapter 13 debtor must file an executed copy of Form EDC 3-096,
Rights and Responsibilities of Chapter 13 Debtors and Their Attorneys.

(3) If the fee under this Subpart is not sufficient to fully and fairly compensate counsel for
the legal services rendered in the case, the attorney may apply for additional fees.  The fee
permitted under this Subpart, however, is not a retainer that, once exhausted, automatically
justifies a motion for additional fees. Generally, this fee will fairly compensate the debtor’s
attorney for all preconfirmation services and most postconfirmation services, such as
reviewing the notice of filed claims, objecting to untimely claims, and modifying the plan to
conform it to the claims filed. Only in instances where substantial and unanticipated
post-confirmation work is necessary should counsel request additional compensation. Form
EDC 3-095, Application and Declaration RE: Additional Fees and Expenses in Chapter 13
Cases, may be used when seeking additional fees. The necessity for a hearing on the
application shall be governed by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 2002(a)(6).”

     The Order Confirming the Chapter 13 Plan expressly provides that Applicant is allowed $2,500.00 in attorneys
fees, the maximum set fee amount under Local Bankruptcy Rule 2016-1 at the time of confirmation.  Applicant
prepared the order confirming the Plan.   

     If Applicant believes that there has been substantial and unanticipated legal services which have been provided,
then such additional fees may be requested as provided in Local Bankruptcy Rule 2016-1(c)(3).  He may file a fee
application and the court will consider the fees to be awarded pursuant to 11 U.S.C. §§ 329, 330, and 331.  In the
Ninth Circuit, the customary method for determining the reasonableness of a professional’s fees is the “lodestar”
calculation. Morales v. City of San Rafael, 96 F.3d 359, 363 (9th Cir. 1996), amended, 108 F.3d 981 (9th Cir. 1997).
“The ‘lodestar’ is calculated by multiplying the number of hours the prevailing party reasonably expended on the
litigation by a reasonable hourly rate.” Morales, 96 F.3d at 363 (citation omitted). “This calculation provides an
objective basis on which to make an initial estimate of the value of a lawyer’s services.” Hensley v. Eckerhart, 461
U.S. 424, 433 (1983). A compensation award based on the loadstar is a presumptively reasonable fee. In re Manoa
Fin. Co., 853 F.2d 687, 691 (9th Cir. 1988).

     In rare or exceptional instances, if the court determines that the lodestar figure is unreasonably low or high, it may
adjust the figure upward or downward based on certain factors. Miller v. Los Angeles County Bd. of Educ., 827 F.2d
617, 620 n.4 (9th Cir. 1987). Therefore, the court has considerable discretion in determining the reasonableness of
professional’s fees. Gates v. Duekmejian, 987 F.2d 1392, 1398 (9th Cir. 1992). It is appropriate for the court to have
this discretion “in view of the [court’s] superior understanding of the litigation and the desirability of avoiding
frequent appellate review of what essentially are factual matters.” Hensley, 461 U.S. at 437.
      

FEES AND COSTS & EXPENSES REQUESTED

Fees and Costs

     Applicant seeks compensation for unanticipated work performed in connection with (1) a Motion for Relief from
Stay and (2) A Motion to Dismiss. Applicant provides a task billing analysis and supporting evidence for the services
provided at the hourly rate of $300.00/hour.    

     Total Hours: 5.50 hours of attorney services          
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     The Chapter 13 Trustee filed a response questioning the $765 in fees incurred in dealing with the Motion for
Relief from Stay which was filed by a creditor provided for in Class 4 of a confirmed plan.  There was no hearing on
the matter and no response was filed by the debtor.  The court found that the creditor was able to pursue
nonbankruptcy remedies pursuant to the terms of the confirmed plan. 

     The court’s review of debtors’ counsel’s billing shows that debtors’ counsel spent 2.55 hours and $765 without
producing any work product.  The entire amount of work was reviewing filings by other parties, one half hour
meeting with the clients, and one letter sent to the clients.

     The court will continue the matter and issue an order to show cause why the court should not allow only the
$885.00 fee for defending a Motion to Dismiss and disallow the $765 fee for reviewing filings on a Motion for Relief
From Stay.
     

The court shall issue an order substantially in the following form  holding that:                              

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law are stated in the Civil Minutes for the hearing.

     IT IS ORDERED that the Motion for Allowance of Fees and Expenses filed by Peter
Macaluso (“Applicant”), Attorney for the Chapter 13 Debtor having been presented to the
court, and upon review of the pleadings, evidence, arguments of counsel, and good cause
appearing, the matter is continued to March 27, 2018.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that debtors’ counsel, Peter Macaluso, SHOW CAUSE in
writing, by March 20, 2018 why the court should not allow only the $885.00 fee for defending a Motion to Dismiss
and disallow the $765 fee relating to the Motion for Relief from Stay.

               
****
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