
UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

Honorable Fredrick E. Clement
Fresno Federal Courthouse

2500 Tulare Street, 5th Floor
Courtroom 11, Department A

Fresno, California

PRE-HEARING DISPOSITIONS

DAY: TUESDAY
DATE: MARCH 28, 2017
CALENDAR: 9:00 A.M. CHAPTER 7 CASES

GENERAL DESIGNATIONS

Each pre-hearing disposition is prefaced by the words “Final Ruling,”
“Tentative Ruling” or “No Tentative Ruling.”  Except as indicated
below, matters designated “Final Ruling” will not be called and
counsel need not appear at the hearing on such matters.  Matters
designated “Tentative Ruling” or “No Tentative Ruling” will be called.

ORAL ARGUMENT

For matters that are called, the court may determine in its discretion
whether the resolution of such matter requires oral argument.  See
Morrow v. Topping, 437 F.2d 1155, 1156-57 (9th Cir. 1971); accord LBR
9014-1(h).  When the court has published a tentative ruling for a
matter that is called, the court shall not accept oral argument from
any attorney appearing on such matter who is unfamiliar with such
tentative ruling or its grounds.

COURT’S ERRORS IN FINAL RULINGS

If a party believes that a final ruling contains an error that would,
if reflected in the order or judgment, warrant a motion under Federal
Rule of Civil Procedure 60(a), as incorporated by Federal Rules of
Bankruptcy Procedure 9024, then the party affected by such error
shall, not later than 4:00 p.m. (PST) on the day before the hearing,
inform the following persons by telephone that they wish the matter
either to be called or dropped from calendar, as appropriate,
notwithstanding the court’s ruling: (1) all other parties directly
affected by the motion; and (2) Kathy Torres, Judicial Assistant to
the Honorable Fredrick E. Clement, at (559) 499-5860.  Absent such a
timely request, a matter designated “Final Ruling” will not be called.



1. 16-13301-A-7 ERIC/RONDA KOZLOWSKI MOTION FOR RELIEF FROM
BDH-1 AUTOMATIC STAY
BRANCH BANKING & TRUST 3-14-17 [103]
COMPANY/MV
THOMAS ARMSTRONG/Atty. for dbt.
DUSTIN BRANCH/Atty. for mv.
DISCHARGED

Final Ruling

Motion: Relief from Stay
Disposition: Denied without prejudice 
Order: Civil minute order

As a contested matter, a motion for relief from stay is governed by
Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 9014.  Fed. R. Bankr. P.
4001(a)(1), 9014(a).  In contested matters generally, “reasonable
notice and opportunity for hearing shall be afforded the party against
whom relief is sought.”  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 9014(a).  A motion
initiating a contested matter must be served pursuant to Rule 7004. 
Fed. R. Bankr. P. 9014(b).  

The motion must be served on the party against whom relief is sought. 
See Fed. R. Bankr. P. 9014(a)–(b).  The debtor and the trustee are
ordinarily the parties against whom relief is sought in a typical
motion for relief from the automatic stay.  

In this case, the service of the motion was insufficient and did not
comply with Rules 7004 and 9014.  

If service on the debtor is required, and the debtor is represented by
an attorney, then the attorney must also be served pursuant to Rule
7004(g).  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7004(g).  The debtors are represented by

Thomas Armstrong.  The proof of service does not indicate service was
made on the debtors’ attorney.

2. 11-10532-A-7 DAVID NEVIN, SR. AND MOTION TO AVOID LIEN OF
MAZ-2 SHIRLEY NEVIN AMERICAN EXPRESS TRAVEL RELATED
DAVID NEVIN, SR./MV SERVICES

2-28-17 [90]
STEPHEN LABIAK/Atty. for dbt.

Final Ruling

Motion: Avoid Lien that Impairs Exemption
Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(1); written opposition required
Disposition: Granted
Order: Prepared by moving party

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default.  Fed. R. Civ.
P. 55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c).  Written
opposition to this motion was required not less than 14 days before
the hearing on this motion.  LBR 9014-1(f)(1)(B).  None has been
filed.  The default of the responding party is entered.  The court
considers the record, accepting well-pleaded facts as true.  TeleVideo
Sys., Inc. v. Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917-18 (9th Cir. 1987).
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Section 522(f) of the Bankruptcy Code authorizes the court to avoid a
lien “on an interest of the debtor in property to the extent that such
lien impairs an exemption to which the debtor would have been
entitled.”  11 U.S.C. § 522(f)(1).  There are four elements to
avoidance of a lien that impairs an exemption: (1) there must be an
exemption to which the debtor would have been entitled; (2) the
property must be listed on the schedules and claimed as exempt; (3)
the lien must impair the exemption claimed; and (4) the lien must be a
judicial lien or nonpossessory, nonpurchase-money security interest in
property described in § 522(f)(1)(B).  Goswami v. MTC Distrib. (In re
Goswami), 304 B.R. 386, 390-91 (B.A.P. 9th Cir. 2003).  Impairment is
statutorily defined: a lien impairs an exemption “to the extent that
the sum of - (i) the lien; (ii) all other liens on the property; and
(iii) the amount of the exemption that the debtor could claim if there
were no liens on the property; exceeds the value that the debtor’s
interest in the property would have in the absence of any liens.”  11
U.S.C. § 522(f)(2)(A).

The responding party’s judicial lien, all other liens, and the
exemption amount together exceed the property’s value by an amount
greater than or equal to the debt secured by the responding party’s
lien.  As a result, the responding party’s judicial lien will be
avoided entirely.

3. 13-15034-A-7 HILARIO NEGRETE AND MOTION TO EMPLOY F5IVE REALTY
RH-2 ADRIANA CERVANTES SOLUTIONS LLC AS ASSET RECOVERY
JAMES SALVEN/MV SPECIALIST

2-10-17 [27]
THOMAS GILLIS/Atty. for dbt.
ROBERT HAWKINS/Atty. for mv.

Tentative Ruling

Application: Approval of Employment
Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(1); written opposition required
Disposition: Approved
Order: Prepared by applicant

Unopposed applications are subject to the rules of default.  Fed. R.
Civ. P. 55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c).  The
default of the responding party is entered.  The court considers the
record, accepting well-pleaded facts as true.  TeleVideo Sys., Inc. v.
Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917-18 (9th Cir. 1987). 

The court may approve a trustee’s employment of “a professional person
under section 327 or 1103 of [Title 11] . . . on any reasonable terms
and conditions of employment, including on a retainer, on an hourly
basis, on a fixed or percentage fee basis, or on a contingent fee
basis.”  11 U.S.C. § 328(a).  Employment under § 328(a) must also meet
the requirements of § 327 by the express terms of § 328(a). Section
327(a) authorizes employment of only professional persons who “do not
hold or represent an interest adverse to the estate, and that are
disinterested persons.”  11 U.S.C. § 327(a); see also id. § 101(14)
(defining “disinterested person”).  

http://appsd.caeb.circ9.dcn/ecfcasequery/ECFCaseQuery.aspx?caseNum=13-15034
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From the factual information provided in the motion and supporting
papers, the court will approve the employment.  The court further
authorizes payment of the amount specified in the application without
further hearing or order.

4. 17-10734-A-7 ASHMEEN PRASAD MOTION FOR RELIEF FROM
MET-1 AUTOMATIC STAY
BANK OF THE WEST/MV 3-13-17 [11]
JAMES MILLER/Atty. for dbt.
MARY TANG/Atty. for mv.

Tentative Ruling

Motion: Stay Relief
Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(2); no written opposition required
Disposition: Granted
Order: Civil minute order

Subject: 2011 Cadillac CTS Sedan

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default.  Fed. R. Civ.
P. 55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c).  The default
of the responding party is entered.  The court considers the record,
accepting well-pleaded facts as true.  TeleVideo Sys., Inc. v.
Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917-18 (9th Cir. 1987).

STAY RELIEF

Section 362(d)(2) authorizes stay relief if the debtor lacks equity in
the property and the property is not necessary to an effective
reorganization.  11 U.S.C. § 362(d)(2).  Chapter 7 is a mechanism for
liquidation, not reorganization, and, therefore, property of the
estate is never necessary for reorganization.  In re Casgul of Nevada,
Inc., 22 B.R. 65, 66 (B.A.P. 9th Cir. 1982).  In this case, the
aggregate amount due all liens exceeds the value of the collateral and
the debtor has no equity in the property.  The motion will be granted,
and the 14-day stay of Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 4001(a)(3)
will be waived.  No other relief will be awarded.

CIVIL MINUTE ORDER

The court shall issue a civil minute order that conforms substantially
to the following form:

Findings of fact and conclusions of law are stated in the civil
minutes for the hearing. 

Bank of the West’s motion for relief from the automatic stay has been
presented to the court.  Having entered the default of respondent for
failure to appear, timely oppose, or otherwise defend in the matter,
and having considered the well-pleaded facts of the motion, 

IT IS ORDERED that the motion is granted.  The automatic stay is
vacated with respect to the property described in the motion, commonly
known as a 2011 Cadillac CTS Sedan, as to all parties in interest. 

http://appsd.caeb.circ9.dcn/ecfcasequery/ECFCaseQuery.aspx?caseNum=17-10734
http://img.caeb.circ9.dcn/ECFCaseQuery/ECFCaseQuery.aspx?caseNum=17-10734&rpt=SecDocket&docno=11


The 14-day stay of the order under Federal Rule of Bankruptcy
Procedure 4001(a)(3) is waived.  Any party with standing may pursue
its rights against the property pursuant to applicable non-bankruptcy
law.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that no other relief is awarded.  To the extent
that the motion includes any request for attorney’s fees or other
costs for bringing this motion, the request is denied.  

5. 17-10136-A-7 FRESNO MOVING & STORAGE MOTION TO SELL
KDG-2 INC. 3-7-17 [36]
TRUDI MANFREDO/MV
JEFFREY ROWE/Atty. for dbt.
LISA HOLDER/Atty. for mv.

No tentative ruling.

6. 17-10136-A-7 FRESNO MOVING & STORAGE MOTION TO PAY
KDG-3 INC. 3-7-17 [42]
TRUDI MANFREDO/MV
JEFFREY ROWE/Atty. for dbt.
LISA HOLDER/Atty. for mv.

Tentative Ruling

Motion: Allowance and Payment of Administrative Expenses
Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(2); no written opposition required
Disposition: Granted
Order: Prepared by moving party

Amount of Expenses: $1978.00
Description of Expenses: $670 paid to lessor of storage facility where
debtor had stored its business documents and $1308 paid for insurance
coverage for the personal property of storage clients, the loss of
which could have imposed liability on the estate
Statutory Basis for Administrative Priority: § 503(b)(1)(A), (b)(2) 

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default.  Fed. R. Civ.
P. 55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c).  Written
opposition to this motion was required not less than 14 days before
the hearing on this motion.  LBR 9014-1(f)(1)(B).  None has been
filed.  The default of the responding party is entered.  The court
considers the record, accepting well-pleaded facts as true.  TeleVideo
Sys., Inc. v. Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917–18 (9th Cir. 1987).

The trustee seeks an order allowing administrative expenses in the
amount of set forth above and for approval of payment of such
expenses.  The expenses described are actual and necessary costs or
expenses of preserving the estate under § 503(b)(1)(A).  They are also
expenses that fall within the scope of § 503(b)(2) given that the
court now allows such costs to be reimbursed under § 330. 

http://appsd.caeb.circ9.dcn/ecfcasequery/ECFCaseQuery.aspx?caseNum=17-10136
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Section 507(a)(1)(C) gives super-priority to these expenses to the
extent that the trustee administers assets that are otherwise
available for the payment of them. These expenses will be allowed as
an administrative expense and may distributed in accordance with the
priorities set forth in § 726(a)(1) and § 507(a) of the Bankruptcy
Code.

7. 16-14639-A-7 ALFRED/HORTENSIA MOTION FOR DENIAL OF DISCHARGE
UST-1 HERNANDEZ OF BOTH DEBTORS UNDER 11 U.S.C.
TRACY DAVIS/MV SECTION 727(A)

2-28-17 [16]
LAYNE HAYDEN/Atty. for dbt.
GREGORY POWELL/Atty. for mv.

Tentative Ruling

Motion: Deny Discharge under § 727(a)(8)
Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(1); written opposition required
Disposition: Granted
Order: Prepared by the movant

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default.  Fed. R. Civ.
P. 55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c).  Written
opposition to this motion was required not less than 14 days before
the hearing on this motion.  LBR 9014-1(f)(1)(B).  None has been
filed.  The default of the responding party is entered.  The court
considers the record, accepting well-pleaded facts as true.  TeleVideo
Sys., Inc. v. Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917-18 (9th Cir. 1987).

The U.S. Trustee has moved for denial of discharge pursuant to §
727(a)(8).  The debtor has received a chapter 7 discharge in a prior
case.  The prior case was commenced within 8 years prior to the
petition date in the current case.  Pursuant to § 727(a)(8), the
debtor is not entitled to receive a discharge in this case.

8. 17-10061-A-7 IWAJIRO IKUMA OBJECTION TO DEBTOR'S CLAIM OF
JES-1 EXEMPTIONS
JAMES SALVEN/MV 2-21-17 [14]

Final Ruling

Objection: Objection to Claim of Exemptions
Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(1); written opposition required
Disposition: Sustained
Order: Civil minute order

Unopposed objections are subject to the rules of default.  Fed. R.
Civ. P. 55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c); LBR 9001-
1(d), (n) (contested matters include objections).  Written opposition
to the sustaining of this objection was required not less than 14 days
before the hearing on this motion.  None has been filed.  The default
of the responding party is entered.  The court considers the record,
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accepting well-pleaded facts as true.  TeleVideo Sys., Inc. v.
Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917–18 (9th Cir. 1987).

Section 522 of the Bankruptcy Code allows a debtor either to exempt
property under federal bankruptcy exemptions under § 522(d), unless a
state does not so authorize, or to exempt property under state or
local law and non-bankruptcy federal law.  Id. § 522(b)(2)–(3)(A),
(d).  “California has opted out of the federal exemption scheme and
limited [debtors in bankruptcy] to the exemptions debtors may claim in
non-bankruptcy cases.”  Wolfe v. Jacobson (In re Jacobson), 676 F.3d
1193, 1198 (9th Cir. 2012) (citations omitted); accord 11 U.S.C. §§
522(b)(2), 522(b)(3)(A), 522(d); Cal. Civ. Proc. Code §§ 703.010(a),
703.130, 703.140.  

Under California law, debtors may elect either the set of special
exemptions available only to debtors in bankruptcy under section
703.140(b) of the California Code of Civil Procedure (“special
bankruptcy exemptions”) or they may elect the regular set of
exemptions under Chapter 4 of Part 2, Title 9, Division 2 of the
California Code of Civil Procedure excluding the exemptions under
section 703.140(b) (“regular non-bankruptcy exemptions”).  See Cal.
Civ. Proc. Code § 703.140(a).  

In this case, the debtor has used exemptions from both state law and
the federal bankruptcy exemptions under § 522 of Title 11. 
Specifically, the debtor has claimed an exemption in a residence
located at 7064 E Ramona Way, Fresno, CA under § 522(b)(3)(B).  This
is not permissible under the authorities discussed in this ruling.

CIVIL MINUTE ORDER

The court shall issue a civil minute order that conforms substantially
to the following form:

Findings of fact and conclusions of law are stated in the civil
minutes for the hearing. 

The trustee’s objection to the debtor’s claim of exemptions has been
presented to the court.  Having entered the default of respondent for
failure to appear, timely oppose, or otherwise defend in the matter,
and having considered the well-pleaded facts of the objection, 

IT IS ORDERED that the objection is sustained. The debtor is not
entitled to claim any amount of an exemption under 11 U.S.C. § 522(b)
in real property.



9. 16-13663-A-7 AMY JONES AMENDED MOTION TO AVOID LIEN OF
SL-1 WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
AMY JONES/MV 2-23-17 [26]
SCOTT LYONS/Atty. for dbt.

Final Ruling

Motion: Avoid Lien that Impairs Exemption
Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(1); written opposition required
Disposition: Granted
Order: Prepared by moving party

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default.  Fed. R. Civ.
P. 55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c).  Written
opposition to this motion was required not less than 14 days before
the hearing on this motion.  LBR 9014-1(f)(1)(B).  None has been
filed.  The default of the responding party is entered.  The court
considers the record, accepting well-pleaded facts as true.  TeleVideo
Sys., Inc. v. Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917-18 (9th Cir. 1987).

Section 522(f) of the Bankruptcy Code authorizes the court to avoid a
lien “on an interest of the debtor in property to the extent that such
lien impairs an exemption to which the debtor would have been
entitled.”  11 U.S.C. § 522(f)(1).  There are four elements to
avoidance of a lien that impairs an exemption: (1) there must be an
exemption to which the debtor would have been entitled; (2) the
property must be listed on the schedules and claimed as exempt; (3)
the lien must impair the exemption claimed; and (4) the lien must be a
judicial lien or nonpossessory, nonpurchase-money security interest in
property described in § 522(f)(1)(B).  Goswami v. MTC Distrib. (In re
Goswami), 304 B.R. 386, 390-91 (B.A.P. 9th Cir. 2003).  Impairment is
statutorily defined: a lien impairs an exemption “to the extent that
the sum of - (i) the lien; (ii) all other liens on the property; and
(iii) the amount of the exemption that the debtor could claim if there
were no liens on the property; exceeds the value that the debtor’s
interest in the property would have in the absence of any liens.”  11
U.S.C. § 522(f)(2)(A).

The responding party’s judicial lien, all other liens, and the
exemption amount together exceed the property’s value by an amount
greater than or equal to the debt secured by the responding party’s
lien.  As a result, the responding party’s judicial lien will be
avoided entirely.

http://appsd.caeb.circ9.dcn/ecfcasequery/ECFCaseQuery.aspx?caseNum=16-13663
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10. 16-13663-A-7 AMY JONES MOTION TO AVOID LIEN OF KINGS
SL-2 CREDIT SERVICES
AMY JONES/MV 2-23-17 [29]
SCOTT LYONS/Atty. for dbt.

Final Ruling

Motion: Avoid Lien that Impairs Exemption
Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(1); written opposition required
Disposition: Granted
Order: Prepared by moving party

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default.  Fed. R. Civ.
P. 55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c).  Written
opposition to this motion was required not less than 14 days before
the hearing on this motion.  LBR 9014-1(f)(1)(B).  None has been
filed.  The default of the responding party is entered.  The court
considers the record, accepting well-pleaded facts as true.  TeleVideo
Sys., Inc. v. Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917-18 (9th Cir. 1987).

Section 522(f) of the Bankruptcy Code authorizes the court to avoid a
lien “on an interest of the debtor in property to the extent that such
lien impairs an exemption to which the debtor would have been
entitled.”  11 U.S.C. § 522(f)(1).  There are four elements to
avoidance of a lien that impairs an exemption: (1) there must be an
exemption to which the debtor would have been entitled; (2) the
property must be listed on the schedules and claimed as exempt; (3)
the lien must impair the exemption claimed; and (4) the lien must be a
judicial lien or nonpossessory, nonpurchase-money security interest in
property described in § 522(f)(1)(B).  Goswami v. MTC Distrib. (In re
Goswami), 304 B.R. 386, 390-91 (B.A.P. 9th Cir. 2003).  Impairment is
statutorily defined: a lien impairs an exemption “to the extent that
the sum of - (i) the lien; (ii) all other liens on the property; and
(iii) the amount of the exemption that the debtor could claim if there
were no liens on the property; exceeds the value that the debtor’s
interest in the property would have in the absence of any liens.”  11
U.S.C. § 522(f)(2)(A).

The responding party’s judicial lien, all other liens, and the
exemption amount together exceed the property’s value by an amount
greater than or equal to the debt secured by the responding party’s
lien.  As a result, the responding party’s judicial lien will be
avoided entirely.

http://appsd.caeb.circ9.dcn/ecfcasequery/ECFCaseQuery.aspx?caseNum=16-13663
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11. 17-10265-A-7 THOMAS/MICHELLE NULL MOTION FOR RELIEF FROM
APN-1 AUTOMATIC STAY
SANTANDER CONSUMER USA INC./MV 2-28-17 [13]
MARK ZIMMERMAN/Atty. for dbt.
AUSTIN NAGEL/Atty. for mv.
NON-OPPOSITION

Final Ruling

Motion: Stay Relief
Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(1); written opposition required
Disposition: Granted
Order: Civil minute order

Subject: 2015 Dodge Dart

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default.  Fed. R. Civ.
P.55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c).  Written
opposition to this motion was required not less than 14 days before
the hearing on this motion.  LBR 9014-1(f)(1)(B).  None has been
filed.  The default of the responding party is entered.  The court
considers the record, accepting well-pleaded facts as true.  TeleVideo
Sys., Inc. v. Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917-18 (9th Cir. 1987). 

STAY RELIEF

Section 362(d)(2) authorizes stay relief if the debtor lacks equity in
the property and the property is not necessary to an effective
reorganization.  11 U.S.C. § 362(d)(2).  Chapter 7 is a mechanism for
liquidation, not reorganization, and, therefore, property of the
estate is never necessary for reorganization.  In re Casgul of Nevada,
Inc., 22 B.R. 65, 66 (B.A.P. 9th Cir. 1982).  In this case, the
aggregate amount due all liens exceeds the value of the collateral and
the debtor has no equity in the property.  The motion will be granted,
and the 14-day stay of Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 4001(a)(3)
will be waived.  No other relief will be awarded.

CIVIL MINUTE ORDER

The court shall issue a civil minute order that conforms substantially
to the following form:

Findings of fact and conclusions of law are stated in the civil
minutes for the hearing. 

Santander Consumer USA INC.’s motion for relief from the automatic
stay has been presented to the court.  Having entered the default of
respondent for failure to appear, timely oppose, or otherwise defend
in the matter, and having considered the well-pleaded facts of the
motion, 

IT IS ORDERED that the motion is granted.  The automatic stay is
vacated with respect to the property described in the motion, commonly
known as a 2015 Dodge Dart, as to all parties in interest.  The 14-day
stay of the order under Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure
4001(a)(3) is waived.  Any party with standing may pursue its rights
against the property pursuant to applicable non-bankruptcy law. 
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that no other relief is awarded.  To the extent
that the motion includes any request for attorney’s fees or other
costs for bringing this motion, the request is denied. 

12. 17-10066-A-7 ELIZABETH OBJECTION TO DEBTOR'S CLAIM OF
JES-1 ANDERSON-WINDFIELD EXEMPTIONS
JAMES SALVEN/MV 2-21-17 [15]

Final Ruling

Objection: Objection to Claim of Exemptions for Failure to File
Spousal Waiver
Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(1); written opposition required
Disposition: Sustained
Order: Prepared by objecting party

Unopposed objections are subject to the rules of default.  Fed. R.
Civ. P. 55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c); LBR 9001-
1(d), (n) (contested matters include objections).  Written opposition
to the sustaining of this objection was required not less than 14 days
before the hearing on this motion.  None has been filed.  The default
of the responding party is entered.  The court considers the record,
accepting well-pleaded facts as true.  TeleVideo Sys., Inc. v.
Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917–18 (9th Cir. 1987).

The debtor has claimed exemptions under section 703.140(b) of the
California Code of Civil Procedure.  The trustee objects to the
debtor’s claim of exemptions because the debtor has not filed the
required spousal waiver in writing of the right to claim the
exemptions allowed under applicable provisions of Chapter 4 of Part 2,
Title 9, Division 2 of the California Code of Civil Procedure,
excluding the exemptions allowed under section 703.140(b).  See Cal.
Civ. Proc. Code §§ 703.140(a)(2), (b).  

The debtor is married but has not filed a joint petition with debtor’s
spouse.  The debtor may not claim exemptions under section 703.140(b)
because both spouses have not filed the required spousal waiver
described in section 703.140(a)(2).
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13. 16-11674-A-7 JEFF/MICKI PRINS MOTION TO SELL
TMT-5 2-27-17 [103]
TRUDI MANFREDO/MV
DAVID JENKINS/Atty. for dbt.
HILTON RYDER/Atty. for mv.

Tentative Ruling

Motion: Sell Property
Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(1); written opposition required
Disposition: Granted
Order: Prepared by moving party

Property: 2007 Cadillac
Buyer: Debtors
Sale Price: $20,000 ($17,100 cash plus $2900 exemption credit)
Sale Type: Private sale subject to overbid opportunity

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default.  Fed. R. Civ.
P. 55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c).  Written
opposition to this motion was required not less than 14 days before
the hearing on this motion.  LBR 9014-1(f)(1)(B).  None has been
filed.  The default of the responding party is entered.  The court
considers the record, accepting well-pleaded facts as true.  TeleVideo
Sys., Inc. v. Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917-18 (9th Cir. 1987).

Section 363(b)(1) of Title 11 authorizes sales of property of the
estate “other than in the ordinary course of business.”  11 U.S.C. §
363(b)(1); see also In re Lionel Corp., 722 F.2d 1063, 1071 (2d Cir.
1983) (requiring business justification).  The moving party is the
Chapter 7 trustee and liquidation of property of the estate is a
proper purpose.  See 11 U.S.C. § 704(a)(1).  As a result, the court
will grant the motion.  The stay of the order provided by Federal Rule
of Bankruptcy Procedure 6004(h) will be waived.

14. 16-14480-A-7 LINDA SMITH MOTION TO SELL
JES-1 2-15-17 [12]
JAMES SALVEN/MV
THOMAS ARMSTRONG/Atty. for dbt.

Tentative Ruling

Motion: Sell Property
Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(1); written opposition required
Disposition: Granted
Order: Prepared by moving party

Property: 2014 Toyota Camry
Buyer: Debtors
Sale Price: $14,334 ($3000 cash plus $3050 exemption credit and the
sale is subject to a lien in the amount of $8284)
Sale Type: Private sale subject to overbid opportunity

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default.  Fed. R. Civ.
P. 55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c).  Written
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opposition to this motion was required not less than 14 days before
the hearing on this motion.  LBR 9014-1(f)(1)(B).  None has been
filed.  The default of the responding party is entered.  The court
considers the record, accepting well-pleaded facts as true.  TeleVideo
Sys., Inc. v. Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917-18 (9th Cir. 1987).

Section 363(b)(1) of Title 11 authorizes sales of property of the
estate “other than in the ordinary course of business.”  11 U.S.C. §
363(b)(1); see also In re Lionel Corp., 722 F.2d 1063, 1071 (2d Cir.
1983) (requiring business justification).  The moving party is the
Chapter 7 trustee and liquidation of property of the estate is a
proper purpose.  See 11 U.S.C. § 704(a)(1).  As a result, the court
will grant the motion.  The stay of the order provided by Federal Rule
of Bankruptcy Procedure 6004(h) will be waived.

15. 17-10380-A-7 JOAO MEDEIROS GODINHO AND MOTION TO COMPEL ABANDONMENT
NEA-1 ALCINA TOSTE GODINHO 2-28-17 [12]
JOAO MEDEIROS GODINHO/MV
NICHOLAS ANIOTZBEHERE/Atty. for dbt.
WITHDRAWN

Final Ruling

The motion withdrawn, the matter is dropped as moot.

16. 16-14182-A-7 DEMETRIA THOMAS MOTION TO AVOID LIEN OF SEQUOIA
TCS-2 CONCEPTS, INC.
DEMETRIA THOMAS/MV 3-10-17 [19]
TIMOTHY SPRINGER/Atty. for dbt.

Tentative Ruling

Motion: Avoid Lien that Impairs Exemption
Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(2); no written opposition required
Disposition: Granted
Order: Prepared by moving party

Liens Plus Exemption: $119,402.12
Property Value: $109,217
Judicial Lien Avoided: $10,185.12

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default.  Fed. R. Civ.
P. 55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c).  The default
of the responding party is entered.  The court considers the record,
accepting well-pleaded facts as true.  TeleVideo Sys., Inc. v.
Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917-18 (9th Cir. 1987).

Section 522(f) of the Bankruptcy Code authorizes the court to avoid a
lien “on an interest of the debtor in property to the extent that such
lien impairs an exemption to which the debtor would have been
entitled.”  11 U.S.C. § 522(f)(1).  There are four elements to
avoidance of a lien that impairs an exemption: (1) there must be an
exemption to which the debtor would have been entitled; (2) the
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property must be listed on the schedules and claimed as exempt; (3)
the lien must impair the exemption claimed; and (4) the lien must be a
judicial lien or nonpossessory, nonpurchase-money security interest in
property described in § 522(f)(1)(B).  Goswami v. MTC Distrib. (In re
Goswami), 304 B.R. 386, 390-91 (B.A.P. 9th Cir. 2003).  Impairment is
statutorily defined: a lien impairs an exemption “to the extent that
the sum of - (i) the lien; (ii) all other liens on the property; and
(iii) the amount of the exemption that the debtor could claim if there
were no liens on the property; exceeds the value that the debtor’s
interest in the property would have in the absence of any liens.”  11
U.S.C. § 522(f)(2)(A).

The responding party’s judicial lien, all other liens, and the
exemption amount together exceed the property’s value by an amount
greater than or equal to the debt secured by the responding party’s
lien.  As a result, the responding party’s judicial lien will be
avoided entirely.

17. 15-13184-A-7 DEBBY RENNA MOTION TO COMPROMISE
TMT-1 CONTROVERSY/APPROVE SETTLEMENT
TRUDI MANFREDO/MV AGREEMENT WITH DEBBY ADELE

RENNA
2-28-17 [156]

JERRY LOWE/Atty. for dbt.
TRUDI MANFREDO/Atty. for mv.

Final Ruling

Motion: Approve Compromise of Controversy
Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(1); written opposition required
Disposition: Granted
Order: Civil minute order

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default.  Fed. R. Civ.
P. 55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c).  Written
opposition to this motion was required not less than 14 days before
the hearing on this motion.  LBR 9014-1(f)(1)(B).  None has been
filed.  The default of the responding party is entered.  The court
considers the record, accepting well-pleaded facts as true.  TeleVideo
Sys., Inc. v. Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917–18 (9th Cir. 1987).

APPROVAL OF COMPROMISE

In determining whether to approve a compromise under Federal Rule of
Bankruptcy Procedure 9019, the court determines whether the compromise
was negotiated in good faith and whether the party proposing the
compromise reasonably believes that the compromise is the best that
can be negotiated under the facts.  In re A & C Props., 784 F.2d 1377,
1381 (9th Cir. 1982).  More than mere good faith negotiation of a
compromise is required.  The court must also find that the compromise
is fair and equitable.  Id.  “Fair and equitable” involves a
consideration of four factors: (i) the probability of success in the
litigation; (ii) the difficulties to be encountered in collection;
(iii) the complexity of the litigation, and expense, delay and
inconvenience necessarily attendant to litigation; and (iv) the
paramount interest of creditors and a proper deference to the
creditors’ expressed wishes, if any.  Id.  The party proposing the

http://appsd.caeb.circ9.dcn/ecfcasequery/ECFCaseQuery.aspx?caseNum=15-13184
http://img.caeb.circ9.dcn/ECFCaseQuery/ECFCaseQuery.aspx?caseNum=15-13184&rpt=SecDocket&docno=156


compromise bears the burden of persuading the court that the
compromise is fair and equitable and should be approved.  Id.

The movant requests approval of a compromise that settles a dispute
with the debtor regarding the unauthorized sale of estate assets. The
compromise is reflected in the settlement agreement attached to the
motion as an exhibit and filed at docket no. 159.  Based on the motion
and supporting papers, the court finds that the compromise presented
for the court’s approval is fair and equitable considering the
relevant A & C Properties factors.  The compromise or settlement will
be approved. 

CIVIL MINUTE ORDER

The court shall issue a civil minute order that conforms substantially
to the following form:

Findings of fact and conclusions of law are stated in the civil
minutes for the hearing. 

Trudi Manfredo’s motion to approve a compromise has been presented to
the court.  Having entered the default of respondent for failure to
appear, timely oppose, or otherwise defend in the matter, and having
considered the well-pleaded facts of the motion, 

IT IS ORDERED that the motion is granted. The court hereby approves
the compromise that is reflected in the settlement agreement attached
to the motion as Exhibit 1 and filed at docket no. 159. 

18. 16-14593-A-7 JESSE FORMAN MOTION FOR RELIEF FROM
BDA-2 AUTOMATIC STAY
BMW FINANCIAL SERVICES NA, 3-7-17 [26]
LLC/MV
WILLIAM COLLIER/Atty. for dbt.
BRET ALLEN/Atty. for mv.

Tentative Ruling

Motion: Stay Relief
Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(2); no written opposition required
Disposition: Granted
Order: Civil minute order

Subject: 2015 BMW 328i Sedan

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default.  Fed. R. Civ.
P. 55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c).  The default
of the responding party is entered.  The court considers the record,
accepting well-pleaded facts as true.  TeleVideo Sys., Inc. v.
Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917-18 (9th Cir. 1987).
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STAY RELIEF

Section 362(d)(2) authorizes stay relief if the debtor lacks equity in
the property and the property is not necessary to an effective
reorganization.  11 U.S.C. § 362(d)(2).  Chapter 7 is a mechanism for
liquidation, not reorganization, and, therefore, property of the
estate is never necessary for reorganization.  In re Casgul of Nevada,
Inc., 22 B.R. 65, 66 (B.A.P. 9th Cir. 1982).  In this case, the
aggregate amount due all liens exceeds the value of the collateral and
the debtor has no equity in the property.  The motion will be granted,
and the 14-day stay of Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 4001(a)(3)
will be waived.  No other relief will be awarded.

CIVIL MINUTE ORDER

The court shall issue a civil minute order that conforms substantially
to the following form:

Findings of fact and conclusions of law are stated in the civil
minutes for the hearing. 

BMW Financial Services NA, LLC’s motion for relief from the automatic
stay has been presented to the court.  Having entered the default of
respondent for failure to appear, timely oppose, or otherwise defend
in the matter, and having considered the well-pleaded facts of the
motion, 

IT IS ORDERED that the motion is granted.  The automatic stay is
vacated with respect to the property described in the motion, commonly
known as a 2015 BMW 328i Sedan, as to all parties in interest.  The
14-day stay of the order under Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure
4001(a)(3) is waived.  Any party with standing may pursue its rights
against the property pursuant to applicable non-bankruptcy law.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that no other relief is awarded.  To the extent
that the motion includes any request for attorney’s fees or other
costs for bringing this motion, the request is denied.  



19. 16-13994-A-7 BILLY SPRADLING MOTION FOR RELIEF FROM
MRG-1 AUTOMATIC STAY
LOANDEPOT.COM, LLC/MV 3-13-17 [19]
R. BELL/Atty. for dbt.
MICHELLE GHIDOTTI-GONSALVES/Atty. for mv.

Tentative Ruling

Motion: Stay Relief
Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(2); no written opposition required
Disposition: Granted
Order: Civil minute order

Subject: 421 Chiapas Avenue, Bakersfield, CA

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default.  Fed. R. Civ.
P. 55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c).  The default
of the responding party is entered.  The court considers the record,
accepting well-pleaded facts as true.  TeleVideo Sys., Inc. v.
Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917-18 (9th Cir. 1987).

STAY RELIEF

Section 362(d)(2) authorizes stay relief if the debtor lacks equity in
the property and the property is not necessary to an effective
reorganization.  11 U.S.C. § 362(d)(2).  Chapter 7 is a mechanism for
liquidation, not reorganization, and, therefore, property of the
estate is never necessary for reorganization.  In re Casgul of Nevada,
Inc., 22 B.R. 65, 66 (B.A.P. 9th Cir. 1982).  In this case, the
aggregate amount due all liens exceeds the value of the collateral and
the debtor has no equity in the property.  The motion will be granted,
and the 14-day stay of Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 4001(a)(3)
will be waived.  No other relief will be awarded.

CIVIL MINUTE ORDER

The court shall issue a civil minute order that conforms substantially
to the following form:

Findings of fact and conclusions of law are stated in the civil
minutes for the hearing. 

LoanDepot.com, LLC’s motion for relief from the automatic stay has
been presented to the court.  Having entered the default of respondent
for failure to appear, timely oppose, or otherwise defend in the
matter, and having considered the well-pleaded facts of the motion, 

IT IS ORDERED that the motion is granted.  The automatic stay is
vacated with respect to the property described in the motion, commonly
known as 421 Chiapas Avenue, Bakersfield, CA, as to all parties in
interest.  The 14-day stay of the order under Federal Rule of
Bankruptcy Procedure 4001(a)(3) is waived.  Any party with standing
may pursue its rights against the property pursuant to applicable non-
bankruptcy law.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that no other relief is awarded.  To the extent
that the motion includes any request for attorney’s fees or other
costs for bringing this motion, the request is denied.  
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