UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

Honorable Fredrick E. Clement
Fresno Federal Courthouse
2500 Tulare Street, 5t Floor
Courtroom 11, Department A
Fresno, California

PRE-HEARING DISPOSITIONS

DAY: WEDNESDAY
DATE: MARCH 11, 2020
CALENDAR: 9:00 A_M. CHAPTER 7 CASES

Each matter on this calendar will have one of three possible
designations: No Ruling, Tentative Ruling, or Final Ruling. These
instructions apply to those designations.

No Ruling: All parties will need to appear at the hearing unless
otherwise ordered.

Tentative Ruling: 1T a matter has been designated as a tentative
ruling it will be called. The court may continue the hearing on the
matter, set a briefing schedule or enter other orders appropriate
for efficient and proper resolution of the matter. The original
moving or objecting party shall give notice of the continued hearing
date and the deadlines. The minutes of the hearing will be the
court’s findings and conclusions.

Final Ruling: Unless otherwise ordered, there will be no hearing on
these matters. The Final disposition of the matter is set forth in
the ruling and it will appear in the minutes. The final ruling may
or may not finally adjudicate the matter. |If it is finally
adjudicated, the minutes constitute the court’s findings and
conclusions.

Orders: Unless the court specifies in the tentative or final ruling
that it will issue an order, the prevailing party shall lodge an
order within 14 days of the final hearing on the matter.



1. 19-15219-A-7 IN RE: DAWN KLUNDT
AP-1

MOTION FOR RELIEF FROM AUTOMATIC STAY
1-28-2020 [18]

FEDERAL HOME LOAN MORTGAGE
CORPORAT ION/MV

SUSAN HEMB/ATTY. FOR DBT.
WENDY LOCKE/ATTY. FOR MV.

Final Ruling

Motion: Stay Relief

Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(1); written opposition required
Disposition: Granted

Order: Civil minute order

Subject: 807 East Griffith Way, Fresno, CA 93704
Value of Collateral: $330,000.00
Liens Encumbering Collateral: $413,110.67

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default. Fed. R. Civ.
P.55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c). Written
opposition to this motion was required not less than 14 days before
the hearing on this motion. LBR 9014-1(f)(1)(B). None has been
filed. The default of the responding party is entered. The court
considers the record, accepting well-pleaded facts as true.
TeleVideo Sys., Inc. v. Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917-18 (9th Cir.
1987).

STAY RELIEF

Section 362(d)(2) authorizes stay relief if the debtor lacks equity
in the property and the property is not necessary to an effective
reorganization. 11 U.S.C. 8§ 362(d)(2). Chapter 7 is a mechanism
for liquidation, not reorganization, and, therefore, property of the
estate 1s never necessary for reorganization. In re Casgul of
Nevada, Inc., 22 B.R. 65, 66 (B.A.P. 9th Cir. 1982). In this case,
the aggregate amount due all liens exceeds the value of the
collateral and the debtor has no equity in the property. The motion
will be granted, and the 14-day stay of Federal Rule of Bankruptcy
Procedure 4001(a)(3) will be waived. No other relief will be
awarded.

CIVIL MINUTE ORDER

The court shall issue a civil minute order that conforms
substantially to the following form:

Findings of fact and conclusions of law are stated in the civil
minutes for the hearing.

Federal Home Mortgage Corporation’s motion for relief from the
automatic stay has been presented to the court. Having entered the
default of respondent for failure to appear, timely oppose, or
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otherwise defend in the matter, and having considered the well-
pleaded facts of the motion,

IT 1S ORDERED that the motion is granted. The automatic stay is
vacated with respect to the property described in the motion,
commonly known as 807 East Griffith Way, Fresno, CA 93704, as to all
parties in interest. The 14-day stay of the order under Federal
Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 4001(a)(3) is waived. Any party with
standing may pursue its rights against the property pursuant to
applicable non-bankruptcy law.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that no other relief is awarded. To the
extent that the motion includes any request for attorney’s fees or
other costs for bringing this motion, the request is denied.

2. 18-14920-A-7 IN RE: SOUTH LAKES DAIRY FARM, A CALIFORNIA
GENERAL PARTNERSHIP
BMJ-14

MOTION TO COMPROMISE CONTROVERSY/APPROVE SETTLEMENT
AGREEMENT WITH DIAS LAW FIRM, INC.
2-12-2020 [265]

DAVID SOUSA/MV
JACOB EATON/ATTY. FOR DBT.
JOHN WASTE/ATTY. FOR MV.

Final Ruling

Motion: Approve Compromise of Controversy

Notice: LBR 9014-1(F)(1); written opposition required
Disposition: Granted

Order: Civil minute order

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default. Fed. R. Civ.
P. 55, 1ncorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c). Written
opposition to this motion was required not less than 14 days before
the hearing on this motion. LBR 9014-1(f)(1)(B). None has been
filed. The default of the responding party is entered. The court
considers the record, accepting well-pleaded facts as true.
TeleVideo Sys., Inc. v. Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917-18 (9th Cir.
1987).

APPROVAL OF COMPROMISE

In determining whether to approve a compromise under Federal Rule of
Bankruptcy Procedure 9019, the court determines whether the
compromise was negotiated in good faith and whether the party
proposing the compromise reasonably believes that the compromise is
the best that can be negotiated under the facts. In re A & C
Props., 784 F.2d 1377, 1381 (9th Cir. 1982). More than mere good
faith negotiation of a compromise is required. The court must also
find that the compromise is fair and equitable. Id. “Fair and
equitable” involves a consideration of four factors: (i) the

3


http://appsd.caeb.circ9.dcn/ecfcasequery/ECFCaseQuery.aspx?caseNum=18-14920
http://appsd.caeb.circ9.dcn/ecfcasequery/MainContent.aspx?caseID=622376&rpt=Docket&dcn=BMJ-14
http://appsd.caeb.circ9.dcn/ecfcasequery/MainContent.aspx?caseID=622376&rpt=SecDocket&docno=265

probability of success in the litigation; (ii) the difficulties to
be encountered in collection; (iii) the complexity of the
litigation, and expense, delay and inconvenience necessarily
attendant to litigation; and (iv) the paramount interest of
creditors and a proper deference to the creditors” expressed wishes,
if any. 1d. The party proposing the compromise bears the burden of
persuading the court that the compromise is fair and equitable and
should be approved. Id.

The movant requests approval of a compromise. The compromise is
reflected in the settlement agreement attached to the motion as an
exhibit. Based on the motion and supporting papers, the court finds
that the compromise presented for the court’s approval is fair and
equitable considering the relevant A & C Properties factors. The
compromise or settlement will be approved.

CIVIL MINUTE ORDER

The court shall issue a civil minute order that conforms
substantially to the following form:

Findings of fact and conclusions of law are stated in the civil
minutes for the hearing.

David Sousa’s motion to approve a compromise has been presented to
the court. Having entered the default of respondent for failure to
appear, timely oppose, or otherwise defend in the matter, and having
considered the well-pleaded facts of the motion,

IT 1S ORDERED that the motion is granted. The court hereby approves
the compromise that is reflected in the settlement agreement
attached to the motion as exhibit and filed at docket no. 268.



3. 19-14527-A-7 IN RE: MARIA CONTRERAS
KMM-1

MOTION FOR RELIEF FROM AUTOMATIC STAY
1-29-2020 [18]

NISSAN MOTOR ACCEPTANCE

CORPORAT ION/MV

LARS FULLER/ATTY. FOR DBT.

KIRSTEN MARTINEZ/ATTY. FOR MV.
DISCHARGED 2/11/20. RESPONSIVE PLEADING.

Final Ruling

Motion: Stay Relief

Notice: LBR 9014-1(F)(1); written opposition required
Disposition: Granted in part, denied In part as moot
Order: Civil minute order

Subject: 2016 Infiniti QX50
Value of Collateral: $18,650.00
Liens Encumbering Collateral: $31,109.32

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default. Fed. R. Civ.
P. 55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c). Written
opposition to this motion was required not less than 14 days before
the hearing on this motion. LBR 9014-1(f)(1)(B). None has been
filed. The default of the responding party is entered. The court
considers the record, accepting well-pleaded facts as true.
TeleVideo Sys., Inc. v. Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917-18 (9th Cir.
1987).

AS TO DEBTOR

The motion will be denied in part as moot to the extent it seeks
stay relief as to the debtor. The stay that protects the debtor
terminates at the entry of discharge. 11 U.S.C. § 362(c)(2). In
this case, discharge has been entered. As a result, the motion will
be denied in part as moot as to the debtor.

AS TO ESTATE

Section 362(d)(2) authorizes stay relief 1T the debtor lacks equity
in the property and the property is not necessary to an effective
reorganization. 11 U.S.C. 8§ 362(d)(2). Chapter 7 is a mechanism
for liquidation, not reorganization, and, therefore, property of the
estate 1s never necessary for reorganization. In re Casgul of
Nevada, Inc., 22 B.R. 65, 66 (B.A.P. 9th Cir. 1982). In this case,
the aggregate amount due all liens exceeds the value of the
collateral and the debtor has no equity in the property. The motion
will be granted, and the l14-day stay of Federal Rule of Bankruptcy
Procedure 4001(a)(3) will be waived. No other relief will be
awarded.
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CIVIL MINUTE ORDER

The court shall issue a civil minute order that conforms
substantially to the following form:

Findings of fact and conclusions of law are stated in the civil
minutes for the hearing.

Nissan Motor Acceptance Corporation’s motion for relief from the
automatic stay has been presented to the court. Having entered the
default of respondent for failure to appear, timely oppose, or
otherwise defend in the matter, and having considered the well-
pleaded facts of the motion,

IT IS ORDERED that the motion is granted in part and denied as moot
in part. The automatic stay is vacated with respect to the interest
of the trustee in the property described in the motion, commonly
known as 2016 Infiniti QX50. Relief from the automatic stay as to
the interest of the debtor in such property is denied as moot given
the entry of the discharge in this case. 11 U.S.C. § 362(c)(2)(C).

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the 14-day stay of the order under
Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 4001(a)(3) is waived. Any
party with standing may pursue its rights against the property
pursuant to applicable non-bankruptcy law.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that no other relief is awarded. To the
extent that the motion includes any request for attorney’s fees or
other costs for bringing this motion, the request is denied.

4. 19-11236-A-7 IN RE: ROBERT GARFIAS
JCw-1

MOTION FOR RELIEF FROM AUTOMATIC STAY
1-30-2020 [36]

WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A./MV

PETER BUNTING/ATTY. FOR DBT.

JENNIFER WONG/ATTY. FOR MV.

DISCHARGED 08/20/2019. RESPONSIVE PLEADING.

No Ruling
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5. 19-14643-A-7 IN RE: GERONIMO AYALA
RAS-1

MOTION FOR RELIEF FROM AUTOMATIC STAY
1-31-2020 [22]

U.S. BANK NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION/MV

ERIC ESCAMILLAZ/ATTY. FOR DBT.
SEAN FERRY/ATTY. FOR MV.
DISCHARGED 2/18/20

Final Ruling

Motion: Stay Relief

Notice: LBR 9014-1(F)(1); written opposition required
Disposition: Granted in part, denied In part as moot
Order: Civil minute order

Subject: 2018 Dodge Ram 1500
Value of Collateral: $26,825.00
Liens Encumbering Collateral: $43,968.12

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default. Fed. R. Civ.
P. 55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c). Written
opposition to this motion was required not less than 14 days before
the hearing on this motion. LBR 9014-1(f)(1)(B). None has been
filed. The default of the responding party is entered. The court
considers the record, accepting well-pleaded facts as true.
TeleVideo Sys., Inc. v. Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917-18 (9th Cir.
1987).

AS TO DEBTOR

The motion will be denied in part as moot to the extent it seeks
stay relief as to the debtor. The stay that protects the debtor
terminates at the entry of discharge. 11 U.S.C. § 362(c)(2). In
this case, discharge has been entered. As a result, the motion will
be denied in part as moot as to the debtor.

AS TO ESTATE

Section 362(d)(2) authorizes stay relief 1T the debtor lacks equity
in the property and the property is not necessary to an effective
reorganization. 11 U.S.C. 8§ 362(d)(2). Chapter 7 is a mechanism
for liquidation, not reorganization, and, therefore, property of the
estate 1s never necessary for reorganization. In re Casgul of
Nevada, Inc., 22 B.R. 65, 66 (B.A.P. 9th Cir. 1982). In this case,
the aggregate amount due all liens exceeds the value of the
collateral and the debtor has no equity in the property. The motion
will be granted, and the l14-day stay of Federal Rule of Bankruptcy
Procedure 4001(a)(3) will be waived. No other relief will be
awarded.
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CIVIL MINUTE ORDER

The court shall issue a civil minute order that conforms
substantially to the following form:

Findings of fact and conclusions of law are stated in the civil
minutes for the hearing.

U.S. Bank National Association’s motion for relief from the
automatic stay has been presented to the court. Having entered the
default of respondent for failure to appear, timely oppose, or
otherwise defend in the matter, and having considered the well-
pleaded facts of the motion,

IT IS ORDERED that the motion is granted in part and denied as moot
in part. The automatic stay is vacated with respect to the interest
of the trustee in the property described in the motion, commonly
known as 2018 Dodge Ram 1500. Relief from the automatic stay as to
the interest of the debtor in such property is denied as moot given
the entry of the discharge in this case. 11 U.S.C. § 362(c)(2)(C).

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the 14-day stay of the order under
Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 4001(a)(3) is waived. Any
party with standing may pursue its rights against the property
pursuant to applicable non-bankruptcy law.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that no other relief is awarded. To the
extent that the motion includes any request for attorney’s fees or
other costs for bringing this motion, the request is denied.



6. 19-10250-A-7 IN RE: KARPAL SINGH
EPE-2

MOTION TO AVOID LIEN OF BMO HARRIS BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
2-20-2020 [23]

KARPAL SINGH/MV
ERIC ESCAMILLAZ/ATTY. FOR DBT.
DISCHARGED 5/8/2019

Tentative Ruling

Motion: Avoid Lien that Impairs Exemption

Notice: LBR 9014-1(F)(2); no written opposition required
Disposition: Granted

Order: Prepared by moving party

Judicial Lien Avoided: $100,588.94
All Other Liens: $125,520.00
Exemption: 100% (C.C.P. 704.730)
Value of Property: $257,000.00

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default. Fed. R. Civ.
P. 55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c). The default
of the responding party is entered. The court considers the record,
accepting well-pleaded facts as true. TeleVideo Sys., Inc. v.
Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917-18 (9th Cir. 1987).

Section 522(f) of the Bankruptcy Code authorizes the court to avoid
a lien “on an interest of the debtor in property to the extent that
such lien impairs an exemption to which the debtor would have been
entitled.” 11 U.S.C. 8§ 522(F)(1). There are four elements to
avoidance of a lien that impairs an exemption: (1) there must be an
exemption to which the debtor would have been entitled; (2) the
property must be listed on the schedules and claimed as exempt; (3)
the lien must impair the exemption claimed; and (4) the lien must be
a judicial lien or nonpossessory, nonpurchase-money security
interest in property described In § 522(F)(1)(B). Goswami v. MTC
Distrib. (In re Goswami), 304 B.R. 386, 390-91 (B.A.P. 9th Cir.
2003). Impairment is statutorily defined: a lien impairs an
exemption “to the extent that the sum of - (i) the lien; (i1) all
other liens on the property; and (iii) the amount of the exemption
that the debtor could claim if there were no liens on the property;
exceeds the value that the debtor’s interest in the property would
have in the absence of any liens.” 11 U.S.C. 8 522(F)(2)(A).-

The respondent’s judicial lien, all other liens, and the exemption
amount together exceed the property’s value by an amount greater
than or equal to the judicial lien. As a result, the respondent’s
judicial lien will be avoided entirely.
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7. 19-15151-A-7 IN RE: CARLOS AMPUERO
KMM-1

MOTION FOR RELIEF FROM AUTOMATIC STAY
1-28-2020 [21]

TOYOTA MOTOR CREDIT
CORPORAT ION/MV
KIRSTEN MARTINEZ/ATTY. FOR MV.

Final Ruling

Motion: Stay Relief

Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(1); written opposition required
Disposition: Granted

Order: Civil minute order

Subject: 2014 Toyota Yaris

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default. Fed. R. Civ.
P. 55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c). Written
opposition to this motion was required not less than 14 days before
the hearing on this motion. LBR 9014-1(f)(1)(B). None has been
filed. The default of the responding party is entered. The court
considers the record, accepting well-pleaded facts as true.
TeleVideo Sys., Inc. v. Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917-18 (9th Cir.
1987).

STAY RELIEF

Subsection (d)(1) of 8§ 362 of Title 11 provides for relief from stay
for “cause, including the lack of adequate protection of an interest
in property of such party.” 11 U.S.C. 8 362(d)(1). Adequate
protection may consist of a lump sum cash payment or periodic cash
payments to the entity entitled to adequate protection ‘“to the
extent that the stay . . . results in a decrease in the value of
such entity’s interest in property.” 11 U.S.C. 8§ 361(1). “An
undersecured creditor is entitled to adequate protection only for
the decline in the [collateral’s] value after the bankruptcy
filing.” See Kathleen P. March, Hon. Alan M. Ahart & Janet A.
Shapiro, California Practice Guide: Bankruptcy § 8:1065.1 (rev.
2012) (citing United Sav. Ass’n v. Timbers of Inwood Forest Assocs.,
Ltd., 484 U.S. 365, 370-73 (1988)).

The debtor is obligated to make debt payments to the moving party
pursuant to a loan contract that iIs secured by a security interest
in the debtor’s vehicle described above. The debtor has defaulted
on such loan with the moving party, and 6 prepetition payments
totaling $1,917.76 and 1 postpetition payment of $319.72 are past
due.

Debtor has also elected to surrender the vehicle to the movant iIn
his Statement of Intention. ECF 1.

Therefore, cause exists to grant relief under 8§ 362(d)(1). The
motion will be granted, and the l1l4-day stay of Federal Rule of
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Bankruptcy Procedure 4001(a)(3) will be waived. No other relief
will be awarded.

CIVIL MINUTE ORDER

The court shall issue a civil minute order that conforms
substantially to the following form:

Findings of fact and conclusions of law are stated in the civil
minutes for the hearing.

Toyota Motor Credit Corporation’s motion for relief from the
automatic stay has been presented to the court. Having entered the
default of respondent for failure to appear, timely oppose, or
otherwise defend in the matter, and having considered the well-
pleaded facts of the motion,

IT IS ORDERED that the motion is granted. The automatic stay is
vacated with respect to the property described in the motion,
commonly known as 2014 Toyota Yaris, as to all parties in interest.
The 14-day stay of the order under Federal Rule of Bankruptcy
Procedure 4001(a)(3) is waived. Any party with standing may pursue
its rights against the property pursuant to applicable non-
bankruptcy law.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that no other relief is awarded. To the
extent that the motion includes any request for attorney’s fees or
other costs for bringing this motion, the request is denied.

8. 19-12461-A-7 IN RE: GREGORY NELSON
DRJ-2

OBJECTION TO CLAIM OF INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE, CLAIM NUMBER
4
1-18-2020 [58]

GREGORY NELSON/MV
DAVID JENKINS/ATTY. FOR DBT.

Final Ruling

The hearing on the objection is continued to April 15, 2020, at 9:00
a.m.
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9. 19-14781-A-7 IN RE: DEVON PERRYMAN
SL-1

MOTION TO CONVERT CASE FROM CHAPTER 7 TO CHAPTER 13
2-25-2020 [23]

SCOTT LYONS/ATTY. FOR DBT.

No Ruling

10. 19-15185-A-7 IN RE: NICHOLAS VERBOON

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE - FAILURE TO PAY FEES
2-18-2020 [21]

MARK ZIMMERMAN/ATTY. FOR DBT.
$31.00 FILING FEE PAID 2/20/20

Final Ruling

The fee having been paid in full, the order to show cause

discharged. The case will remain pending.

11. 17-12389-A-7 IN RE: DON ROSE OIL CO., INC.
WF-20

MOTION TO COMPROMISE CONTROVERSY/APPROVE SETTLEMENT

AGREEMENT WITH BMO HARRIS BANK N.A.
2-19-2020 [1038]

RANDELL PARKER/MV
RILEY WALTER/ATTY. FOR DBT.
DANIEL EGAN/ATTY. FOR MV.

No Ruling

12. 17-12389-A-7 IN RE: DON ROSE OIL CO., INC.
WE-21

MOTION TO COMPROMISE CONTROVERSY/APPROVE SETTLEMENT

AGREEMENT WITH STAN BOYETT AND SON, INC.
2-19-2020 [1043]

RANDELL PARKER/MV
RILEY WALTER/ATTY. FOR DBT.
DANIEL EGAN/ATTY. FOR MV.

No Rulling
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13. 19-14290-A-7 IN RE: MONIQUE NOLEN
UST-1

MOTION FOR DENIAL OF DISCHARGE OF DEBTOR UNDER 11 U.S.C.
SECTION 727(A)
1-13-2020 [18]

TRACY DAVIS/MV
TREVOR FEHR/ATTY. FOR MV.

Final Ruling

Motion: Deny Discharge under § 727(a)(8)

Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(1); written opposition required
Disposition: Granted

Order: Prepared by the movant

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default. Fed. R. Civ.
P. 55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c). Written
opposition to this motion was required not less than 14 days before
the hearing on this motion. LBR 9014-1(f)(1)(B). None has been
filed. The default of the responding party is entered. The court
considers the record, accepting well-pleaded facts as true.
TeleVideo Sys., Inc. v. Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917-18 (9th Cir.
1987).

The U.S. Trustee has moved for denial of discharge pursuant to §
727(a)(8). The debtor has received a chapter 7 discharge in a prior
case. The prior case was commenced within 8 years prior to the
petition date in the current case. Pursuant to § 727(a)(8), the
debtor is not entitled to receive a discharge in this case.
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