
UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

Honorable Fredrick E. Clement
Bakersfield Federal Courthouse
510 19th Street, Second Floor

Bakersfield, California

PRE-HEARING DISPOSITIONS

DAY: WEDNESDAY
DATE: FEBRUARY 8, 2017
CALENDAR: 10:00 A.M. CHAPTER 7 CASES

GENERAL DESIGNATIONS

Each pre-hearing disposition is prefaced by the words “Final Ruling,”
“Tentative Ruling” or “No Tentative Ruling.”  Except as indicated
below, matters designated “Final Ruling” will not be called and
counsel need not appear at the hearing on such matters.  Matters
designated “Tentative Ruling” or “No Tentative Ruling” will be called.

ORAL ARGUMENT

For matters that are called, the court may determine in its discretion
whether the resolution of such matter requires oral argument.  See
Morrow v. Topping, 437 F.2d 1155, 1156-57 (9th Cir. 1971); accord LBR
9014-1(h).  When the court has published a tentative ruling for a
matter that is called, the court shall not accept oral argument from
any attorney appearing on such matter who is unfamiliar with such
tentative ruling or its grounds.

COURT’S ERRORS IN FINAL RULINGS

If a party believes that a final ruling contains an error that would,
if reflected in the order or judgment, warrant a motion under Federal
Rule of Civil Procedure 60(a), as incorporated by Federal Rules of
Bankruptcy Procedure 9024, then the party affected by such error
shall, not later than 4:00 p.m. (PST) on the day before the hearing,
inform the following persons by telephone that they wish the matter
either to be called or dropped from calendar, as appropriate,
notwithstanding the court’s ruling: (1) all other parties directly
affected by the motion; and (2) Kathy Torres, Judicial Assistant to
the Honorable Fredrick E. Clement, at (559) 499-5860.  Absent such a
timely request, a matter designated “Final Ruling” will not be called.



1. 16-13301-A-7 ERIC/RONDA KOZLOWSKI MOTION FOR RELIEF FROM
DHW-1 AUTOMATIC STAY
CITIBANK, N.A./MV 12-29-16 [50]
THOMAS ARMSTRONG/Atty. for dbt.
DANIEL WU/Atty. for mv.
DISCHARGED

Final Ruling

Motion: Stay Relief to Pursue State-Court Litigation
Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(1); written opposition required
Disposition: Granted in part, denied in part as moot
Order: Civil minute order

Subject: Prosecution of Verified Application for Withdrawal of
Remaining Deposit of Probable Compensation in State of California v.
Kozlowski, No. 14CECG01672 (Fresno County Superior Court 2014).

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default.  Fed. R. Civ.
P.55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c).  Written
opposition to this motion was required not less than 14 days before
the hearing on this motion.  LBR 9014-1(f)(1)(B).  None has been
filed.  The default of the responding party is entered.  The court
considers the record, accepting well-pleaded facts as true.  TeleVideo
Sys., Inc. v. Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917-18 (9th Cir. 1987).

AS TO THE DEBTORS

The motion is denied as moot as to the debtors.  The stay that
protects the debtor terminates at the entry of discharge.  11 U.S.C. §
362(c)(2).  In this case, this debtors’ discharge has been entered. 
As a result, the motion is moot as to the debtors.  

AS TO THE ESTATE

Section 362(d)(1) authorizes stay relief for cause.  Cause is
determined on a case-by-case basis and may include the existence of
litigation pending in a non-bankruptcy forum that should properly be
pursued.  In re Tucson Estates, Inc., 912 F.2d 1162, 1169 (9th Cir.
1990).  

Courts considering a request to pursue litigation in a collateral
forum frequently consider: “(1) whether relief would result in a
partial or complete resolution of the issues; (2) lack of any
connection with or interference with the bankruptcy case; (3) whether
the other proceeding involves the debtor as a fiduciary; (4) whether a
specialized tribunal with the necessary expertise has been established
to hear the cause of action; (5) whether the debtor’s insurer has
assumed full responsibility for defending it; (6) whether the action
primarily involves third parties; (7) whether litigation in another
forum would prejudice the interests of other creditors; (8) whether
the judgment claim arising from the other action is subject to
equitable subordination; (9) whether movant’s success in the other
proceeding would result in a judicial lien avoidable by the debtor;
(10) the interests of judicial economy and the expeditious and
economical resolution of litigation; (11) whether the parties are
ready for trial in the other proceeding; and (12) impact of the stay
on the parties and the balance of harms.”  Sonnax Indus., Inc. v. TRI
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Component Prods. Corp. (In re Sonnax Indus., Inc.), 907 F.2d 1280,
1286 (2nd Cir. 1990) (citing In re Curtis, 40 B.R. 795, 799-800
(Bankr. D. Utah 1984)).  

Here, the secured lender prays leave to pursue its potential interest
in the proceeds of an eminent domain action.  Neither the trustee, nor
any other party, has opposed the motion.    

The motion will be granted to the extent specified herein, and the
stay of the order provided by Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure
4001(a)(3) will be waived.  No other relief will be awarded.

CIVIL MINUTE ORDER

The court shall issue a civil minute order that conforms substantially
to the following form:

Findings of fact and conclusions of law are stated in the civil
minutes for the hearing. 

Citibank, N.A.’s motion for relief from the automatic stay has been
presented to the court.  Having entered the default of respondent for
failure to appear, timely oppose, or otherwise defend in the matter,
and having considered the well-pleaded facts of the motion, 

IT IS ORDERED that the motion is granted to the extent specified in
this order.  The automatic stay is vacated to allow the movant to
pursue the pending state court litigation described as the prosecution
of Verified Application for Withdrawal of Remaining Deposit of
Probable Compensation in State of California v. Kozlowski, No.
14CECG01672 (Fresno County Superior Court 2014).  The movant may also
file post-judgment motions and appeals.  But the movant shall not take
any action to collect or enforce any judgment, or pursue costs or
attorney’s fees against the debtor, except (1) from applicable eminent
domain or insurance proceeds; or (2) by filing a proof of claim in
this case.  No other relief is awarded.  

2. 16-10933-A-7 KURTIS/JANIE BIRTELL MOTION TO AVOID LIEN OF
DMG-5 FIDELITY CREDITOR SERVICE, INC.
KURTIS BIRTELL/MV 12-30-16 [45]
D. GARDNER/Atty. for dbt.

Final Ruling

Motion: Avoid Lien that Impairs Exemption
Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(1); written opposition required
Disposition: Granted
Order: Prepared by moving party

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default.  Fed. R. Civ.
P. 55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c).  Written
opposition to this motion was required not less than 14 days before
the hearing on this motion.  LBR 9014-1(f)(1)(B).  None has been
filed.  The default of the responding party is entered.  The court
considers the record, accepting well-pleaded facts as true.  TeleVideo
Sys., Inc. v. Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917-18 (9th Cir. 1987).
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Section 522(f) of the Bankruptcy Code authorizes the court to avoid a
lien “on an interest of the debtor in property to the extent that such
lien impairs an exemption to which the debtor would have been
entitled.”  11 U.S.C. § 522(f)(1).  There are four elements to
avoidance of a lien that impairs an exemption: (1) there must be an
exemption to which the debtor would have been entitled; (2) the
property must be listed on the schedules and claimed as exempt; (3)
the lien must impair the exemption claimed; and (4) the lien must be a
judicial lien or nonpossessory, nonpurchase-money security interest in
property described in § 522(f)(1)(B).  Goswami v. MTC Distrib. (In re
Goswami), 304 B.R. 386, 390-91 (B.A.P. 9th Cir. 2003).  Impairment is
statutorily defined: a lien impairs an exemption “to the extent that
the sum of - (i) the lien; (ii) all other liens on the property; and
(iii) the amount of the exemption that the debtor could claim if there
were no liens on the property; exceeds the value that the debtor’s
interest in the property would have in the absence of any liens.”  11
U.S.C. § 522(f)(2)(A).

The responding party’s judicial lien, all other liens, and the
exemption amount together exceed the property’s value by an amount
greater than or equal to the debt secured by the responding party’s
lien.  As a result, the responding party’s judicial lien will be
avoided entirely.

3. 16-10933-A-7 KURTIS/JANIE BIRTELL MOTION TO AVOID LIEN OF BANK OF
DMG-6 AMERICA, N.A.
KURTIS BIRTELL/MV 12-30-16 [50]
D. GARDNER/Atty. for dbt.

Final Ruling

Motion: Avoid Lien that Impairs Exemption
Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(1); written opposition required
Disposition: Granted
Order: Prepared by moving party

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default.  Fed. R. Civ.
P. 55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c).  Written
opposition to this motion was required not less than 14 days before
the hearing on this motion.  LBR 9014-1(f)(1)(B).  None has been
filed.  The default of the responding party is entered.  The court
considers the record, accepting well-pleaded facts as true.  TeleVideo
Sys., Inc. v. Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917-18 (9th Cir. 1987).

Section 522(f) of the Bankruptcy Code authorizes the court to avoid a
lien “on an interest of the debtor in property to the extent that such
lien impairs an exemption to which the debtor would have been
entitled.”  11 U.S.C. § 522(f)(1).  There are four elements to
avoidance of a lien that impairs an exemption: (1) there must be an
exemption to which the debtor would have been entitled; (2) the
property must be listed on the schedules and claimed as exempt; (3)
the lien must impair the exemption claimed; and (4) the lien must be a
judicial lien or nonpossessory, nonpurchase-money security interest in
property described in § 522(f)(1)(B).  Goswami v. MTC Distrib. (In re
Goswami), 304 B.R. 386, 390-91 (B.A.P. 9th Cir. 2003).  Impairment is
statutorily defined: a lien impairs an exemption “to the extent that
the sum of - (i) the lien; (ii) all other liens on the property; and
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(iii) the amount of the exemption that the debtor could claim if there
were no liens on the property; exceeds the value that the debtor’s
interest in the property would have in the absence of any liens.”  11
U.S.C. § 522(f)(2)(A).

The responding party’s judicial lien, all other liens, and the
exemption amount together exceed the property’s value by an amount
greater than or equal to the debt secured by the responding party’s
lien.  As a result, the responding party’s judicial lien will be
avoided entirely.

4. 16-13443-A-7 R.L. SURGENER, INC. MOTION TO EMPLOY LISA HOLDER AS
KDG-1 ATTORNEY(S)
JEFFREY VETTER/MV 12-28-16 [19]
LEONARD WELSH/Atty. for dbt.

Final Ruling

Application: Approval of Employment
Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(1); written opposition required
Disposition: Approved
Order: Prepared by applicant 

Unopposed applications are subject to the rules of default.  Fed. R.
Civ. P. 55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c).  Written
opposition to this motion was required not less than 14 days before
the hearing on this motion.  LBR 9014-1(f)(1)(B).  None has been
filed.  The default of the responding party is entered.  The court
considers the record, accepting well-pleaded facts as true.  TeleVideo
Sys., Inc. v. Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917–18 (9th Cir. 1987).

The court may approve employment of professional persons who “do not
hold or represent an interest adverse to the estate, and that are
disinterested persons.”  11 U.S.C. § 327(a); see also id. § 101(14)
(defining “disinterested person”).  From the factual information
provided in the motion and supporting papers, the court will approve
the employment.

5. 16-13254-A-7 VANESSA HOOKER MOTION FOR RELIEF FROM
LKW-1 AUTOMATIC STAY
J.A.., A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH 1-11-17 [19]
HIS GAURDIAN AD LITEM, JOSEPH
D. GARDNER/Atty. for dbt.
LEONARD WELSH/Atty. for mv.
DISCHARGED

No tentative ruling.
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6. 16-10658-A-7 WELLBORE SOLUTIONS, INC. MOTION FOR COMPENSATION FOR
JTW-2 JANZEN, TAMBERI & WONG,
JANZEN, TAMBERI & WONG, ACCOUNTANCY CORPORATION,
ACCOUNTANCY CORPORATION/MV ACCOUNTANT(S)

1-9-17 [27]
T. BELDEN/Atty. for dbt.

Final Ruling

Application: Allowance of Final Compensation and Expense Reimbursement
Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(1); written opposition required
Disposition: Approved
Order: Civil minute order

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default.  Fed. R. Civ.
P. 55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c).  Written
opposition to this application was required not less than 14 days
before the hearing on the application.  LBR 9014-1(f)(1)(B).  None has
been filed.  The default of the responding party is entered.  The
court considers the record, accepting well-pleaded facts as true. 
TeleVideo Sys., Inc. v. Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917-18 (9th Cir.
1987).

COMPENSATION AND EXPENSES

In this Chapter 7 case, Janzen, Tamberi & Wong, accountant for the
trustee, has applied for an allowance of final compensation and
reimbursement of expenses.  The applicant requests that the court
allow compensation in the amount of $1755.00 and reimbursement of
expenses in the amount of $6.11.  

Section 330(a) of the Bankruptcy Code authorizes “reasonable
compensation for actual, necessary services” rendered by a trustee,
examiner or professional person employed under § 327 or § 1103 and
“reimbursement for actual, necessary expenses.”  11 U.S.C. §
330(a)(1).  Reasonable compensation is determined by considering all
relevant factors.  See id. § 330(a)(3).  

The court finds that the compensation and expenses sought are
reasonable, and the court will approve the application on a final
basis.  

CIVIL MINUTE ORDER

The court shall issue a civil minute order that conforms substantially
to the following form:

Findings of fact and conclusions of law are stated in the civil
minutes for the hearing. 

Janzen, Tamberi & Wong’s application for allowance of final
compensation and reimbursement of expenses has been presented to the
court.  Having entered the default of respondent for failure to
appear, timely oppose, or otherwise defend in the matter, and having
considered the well-pleaded facts of the application,

IT IS ORDERED that the application is approved on a final basis.  The
court allows final compensation in the amount of $1755.00 and
reimbursement of expenses in the amount of $6.11.  

http://appsd.caeb.circ9.dcn/ecfcasequery/ECFCaseQuery.aspx?caseNum=16-10658
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the trustee is authorized without further
order of this court to pay from the estate the aggregate amount
allowed by this order in accordance with the Bankruptcy Code and the
distribution priorities of § 726.

7. 16-12472-A-7 JEFFREY MCCOMAS PRETRIAL CONFERENCE RE: MOTION
UST-1 TO DISMISS CASE
TRACY DAVIS/MV 10-31-16 [15]
PATRICK KAVANAGH/Atty. for dbt.
ROBIN TUBESING/Atty. for mv.
MOTION WITHDRAWN

Final Ruling

The motion withdrawn, the matter is dropped as moot.

8. 16-14281-A-7 LUIS HERRERA MOTION FOR RELIEF FROM
KAZ-1 AUTOMATIC STAY
THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON/MV 12-29-16 [27]
KRISTIN ZILBERSTEIN/Atty. for mv.

Final Ruling

Motion: Stay Relief
Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(1); written opposition required
Disposition: Granted
Order: Civil minute order

Subject: 4312 Kathy Avenue, Riverside, CA

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default.  Fed. R. Civ.
P.55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c).  Written
opposition to this motion was required not less than 14 days before
the hearing on this motion.  LBR 9014-1(f)(1)(B).  None has been
filed.  The default of the responding party is entered.  The court
considers the record, accepting well-pleaded facts as true.  TeleVideo
Sys., Inc. v. Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917-18 (9th Cir. 1987). 

STAY RELIEF

Section 362(d)(2) authorizes stay relief if the debtor lacks equity in
the property and the property is not necessary to an effective
reorganization.  11 U.S.C. § 362(d)(2).  Chapter 7 is a mechanism for
liquidation, not reorganization, and, therefore, property of the
estate is never necessary for reorganization.  In re Casgul of Nevada,
Inc., 22 B.R. 65, 66 (B.A.P. 9th Cir. 1982).  In this case, the
aggregate amount due all liens exceeds the value of the collateral and
the debtor has no equity in the property.  The motion will be granted,
and the 14-day stay of Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 4001(a)(3)
will be waived.  No other relief will be awarded.
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CIVIL MINUTE ORDER

The court shall issue a civil minute order that conforms substantially
to the following form:

Findings of fact and conclusions of law are stated in the civil
minutes for the hearing. 

The Bank of New York Mellon’s motion for relief from the automatic
stay has been presented to the court.  Having entered the default of
respondent for failure to appear, timely oppose, or otherwise defend
in the matter, and having considered the well-pleaded facts of the
motion, 

IT IS ORDERED that the motion is granted.  The automatic stay is
vacated with respect to the property described in the motion, commonly
known as 4312 Kathy Avenue, Riverside, CA, as to all parties in
interest.  The 14-day stay of the order under Federal Rule of
Bankruptcy Procedure 4001(a)(3) is waived.  Any party with standing
may pursue its rights against the property pursuant to applicable non-
bankruptcy law. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that no other relief is awarded.  To the extent
that the motion includes any request for attorney’s fees or other
costs for bringing this motion, the request is denied. 

9. 16-14681-A-7 MICHELLE RODRIGUEZ MOTION FOR RELIEF FROM
VVF-1 AUTOMATIC STAY
HONDA LEASE TRUST/MV 1-23-17 [12]
PATRICK KAVANAGH/Atty. for dbt.
VINCENT FROUNJIAN/Atty. for mv.

Final Ruling

Motion: Stay Relief
Notice: LBR 9014-1(f)(1); written opposition required
Disposition: Granted
Order: Civil minute order

Subject: 2014 Honda Accord

Unopposed motions are subject to the rules of default.  Fed. R. Civ.
P. 55, incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7055, 9014(c).  Written
opposition to this motion was required not less than 14 days before
the hearing on this motion.  LBR 9014-1(f)(1)(B).  None has been
filed.  The default of the responding party is entered.  The court
considers the record, accepting well-pleaded facts as true.  TeleVideo
Sys., Inc. v. Heidenthal, 826 F.2d 915, 917-18 (9th Cir. 1987).

STAY RELIEF

Subsection (d)(1) of § 362 of Title 11 provides for relief from stay
for “cause, including the lack of adequate protection of an interest
in property of such party.”  11 U.S.C. § 362(d)(1).  Adequate
protection may consist of a lump sum cash payment or periodic cash
payments to the entity entitled to adequate protection “to the extent
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that the stay . . . results in a decrease in the value of such
entity’s interest in property.”  11 U.S.C. § 361(1).  “An undersecured
creditor is entitled to adequate protection only for the decline in
the [collateral’s] value after the bankruptcy filing.”  See Kathleen
P. March, Hon. Alan M. Ahart & Janet A. Shapiro, California Practice
Guide: Bankruptcy ¶ 8:1065.1 (rev. 2012) (citing United Sav. Ass’n v.
Timbers of Inwood Forest Assocs., Ltd., 484 U.S. 365, 370-73 (1988)).

The debtor is obligated to make monthly payments to the moving party
pursuant to a lease agreement by which the debtor leases the vehicle
described above.  The debtor has defaulted under such lease agreement
with the moving party, and 1 postpetition payment and several
prepetition payments are past due.   The moving party’s interest in
the vehicle is not being adequately protected due to the debtor’s
postpetition default.  

Therefore, cause exists to grant relief under § 362(d)(1).  The motion
will be granted, and the 14-day stay of Federal Rule of Bankruptcy
Procedure 4001(a)(3) will be waived.  No other relief will be awarded.

CIVIL MINUTE ORDER

The court shall issue a civil minute order that conforms substantially
to the following form:

Findings of fact and conclusions of law are stated in the civil
minutes for the hearing. 

Honda Lease Trust’s motion for relief from the automatic stay has been
presented to the court.  Having entered the default of respondent for
failure to appear, timely oppose, or otherwise defend in the matter,
and having considered the well-pleaded facts of the motion, 

IT IS ORDERED that the motion is granted.  The automatic stay is
vacated with respect to the property described in the motion, commonly
known as a 2014 Honda Accord, as to all parties in interest.  The 14-
day stay of the order under Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure
4001(a)(3) is waived.  Any party with standing may pursue its rights
against the property pursuant to applicable non-bankruptcy law. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that no other relief is awarded.  To the extent
that the motion includes any request for attorney’s fees or other
costs for bringing this motion, the request is denied.


