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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
Eastern District of California

Honorable Michael S. McManus
Bankruptcy Judge

Sacramento, California

December 22, 2008 at 9:00 a.m.

THIS CALENDAR IS DIVIDED INTO TWO PARTS.  THEREFORE, TO FIND ALL MOTIONS AND
OBJECTIONS SET FOR HEARING IN A PARTICULAR CASE, YOU MAY HAVE TO LOOK IN BOTH PARTS
OF THE CALENDAR.  WITHIN EACH PART, CASES ARE ARRANGED BY THE LAST TWO DIGITS OF THE
CASE NUMBER.

THE COURT FIRST WILL HEAR ITEMS 1 THROUGH 23.  A TENTATIVE RULING FOLLOWS EACH OF
THESE ITEMS.  THE COURT MAY AMEND OR CHANGE A TENTATIVE RULING BASED ON THE PARTIES’
ORAL ARGUMENT.  IF ALL PARTIES AGREE TO A TENTATIVE RULING, THERE IS NO NEED TO
APPEAR FOR ARGUMENT.  HOWEVER, IT IS INCUMBENT ON EACH PARTY TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER
ALL OTHER PARTIES WILL ACCEPT A RULING AND FOREGO ORAL ARGUMENT.  IF A PARTY
APPEARS, THE HEARING WILL PROCEED WHETHER OR NOT ALL PARTIES ARE PRESENT.  AT THE
CONCLUSION OF THE HEARING, THE COURT WILL ANNOUNCE ITS DISPOSITION OF THE ITEM AND
IT MAY DIRECT THAT THE TENTATIVE RULING, AS ORIGINALLY WRITTEN OR AS AMENDED BY THE
COURT, BE APPENDED TO THE MINUTES OF THE HEARING AS THE COURT’S FINDINGS OF FACT AND
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW.

IF A MOTION OR AN OBJECTION IS SET FOR HEARING PURSUANT TO GENERAL ORDER 05-03, ¶
3(c), LOCAL BANKRUPTCY RULE 3007-1(c)(2), OR LOCAL BANKRUPTCY RULE 9014-1(f)(2),
RESPONDENTS WERE NOT REQUIRED TO FILE WRITTEN OPPOSITION TO THE RELIEF REQUESTED. 
RESPONDENTS MAY APPEAR AT THE HEARING AND RAISE OPPOSITION ORALLY.  IF THAT
OPPOSITION RAISES A POTENTIALLY MERITORIOUS DEFENSE OR ISSUE, THE COURT WILL GIVE
THE RESPONDENT AN OPPORTUNITY TO FILE WRITTEN OPPOSITION AND SET A FINAL HEARING
UNLESS THERE IS NO NEED TO DEVELOP THE WRITTEN RECORD FURTHER.  IF THE COURT SETS A
FINAL HEARING, UNLESS THE PARTIES REQUEST A DIFFERENT SCHEDULE THAT IS APPROVED BY
THE COURT, THE FINAL HEARING WILL TAKE PLACE ON JANUARY 20, 2009 AT 9:00 A.M. 
OPPOSITION MUST BE FILED AND SERVED BY JANUARY 6, 2009, AND ANY REPLY MUST BE FILED
AND SERVED BY JANUARY 13, 2009.  THE MOVING/OBJECTING PARTY IS TO GIVE NOTICE OF THE
DATE AND TIME OF THE CONTINUED HEARING DATE AND OF THESE DEADLINES.

THERE WILL BE NO HEARING ON THE ITEMS IN THE SECOND PART OF THE CALENDER, ITEMS 24
THROUGH 52.  INSTEAD, EACH OF THESE ITEMS HAS BEEN DISPOSED OF AS INDICATED IN THE
FINAL RULING BELOW.  THAT RULING WILL BE APPENDED TO THE MINUTES.  THIS FINAL RULING
MAY OR MAY NOT BE A FINAL ADJUDICATION ON THE MERITS; IF IT IS, IT INCLUDES THE
COURT’S FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS.  IF ALL PARTIES HAVE AGREED TO A CONTINUANCE OR
HAVE RESOLVED THE MATTER BY STIPULATION, THEY MUST ADVISE THE COURTROOM DEPUTY CLERK
PRIOR TO HEARING IN ORDER TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE COURT VACATE THE FINAL RULING IN
FAVOR OF THE CONTINUANCE OR THE STIPULATED DISPOSITION.

IF THE COURT CONCLUDES THAT FED. R. BANKR. P. 9014(d) REQUIRES AN EVIDENTIARY
HEARING, UNLESS OTHERWISE ORDERED, IT WILL BE SET ON JANUARY 5, 2009, AT 9:30 A.M.
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Matters called beginning at 9:00 a.m.

1. 08-24608-A-13G WEDA SHAH HEARING - MOTION TO
DCJ #2 CONFIRM MODIFIED CHAPTER 13 PLAN

11-13-08  [114]

:  Telephone Appearance
:  Trustee Agrees with Ruling

Tentative Ruling:   The motion will be denied.

The trustee’s objection will be overruled.  The trustee complains that the
debtor has not provided a treatment for a secured claim listed on Schedule D. 
The trustee maintains, therefore, that the plan is not feasible.

Just because a plan does not provide for a secured claim does not make the plan
infeasible.  This is because nothing in chapter 13 requires that a plan provide
for a secured claim.

11 U.S.C. § 1322(a) is the section of the Bankruptcy Code that specifies the
mandatory provisions of a plan.  It requires only that the debtor adequately
fund the plan with future earnings or other future income that is paid over to
the trustee (section 1322(a)(1)), provide for payment in full of priority
claims (section 1322(a)(2) & (4)), and provide the same treatment for each
claim in a particular class (section 1322(a)(3)).  But, nothing in section
1322(a) compels a debtor to propose a plan that provides for a secured claim.

11 U.S.C. § 1322(b) specifies the provisions that a plan may, at the option of
the debtor, include.  With reference to secured claims, the debtor may not
modify a home loan but may modify other secured claims (section 1322(b)(2)),
cure any default on a secured claim, including a home loan (section
1322(b)(3)), and maintain ongoing contract installment payments while curing a
pre-petition default (section 1322(b)(5)).

If a debtor elects to provide for a secured claim, 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5) gives
the debtor three options: (1) provide a treatment that the debtor and secured
creditor agree to (section 1325(a)(5)(A)), provide for payment in full of the
entire claim if the claim is modified or will mature by its terms during the
term of the plan (section 1325(a)(5)(B)), or surrender the collateral for the
claim to the secured creditor (section 1325(a)(C).  However, these three
possibilities are relevant only if the plan provides for the secured claim.

When a plan does not provide for a secured claim, the remedy is not dismissal
of the case or denial of confirmation. Instead, the holder of the secured claim
may seek the termination of the automatic stay so that it may repossess or
foreclose upon its collateral.  The absence of a plan provision is good
evidence that the collateral for the claim is not necessary for the debtor’s
reorganization and that the secured claim will not be paid.  This is cause for
relief from the automatic stay.  See 11 U.S.C. § 362(d)(1).

The objection of Bank of America, both to the plan and to the related valuation
motion of the Mercedes, will be sustained.

The debtor values the Bank’s collateral, a 2005 Mercedes SL500, at $30,000. 
The plan provides for payment of $30,000 over the plan’s duration with interest
at a rate of 8%.  The debtor’s valuation assumes that the vehicle is in poor
condition because there are approximately 83,000 miles on the odometer, it
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needs brakes and tires, and “has been damaged and [is] unrepaired.”  No
information is given regarding the vehicle’s equipment and accessories.  The
motion also notes that the “private party” valuation given by the Kelley Blue
Book is $29,625.

Bank of America had the vehicle inspected and appraised by an expert.  That
expert determined that there were only 53,700 miles on the odometer, that the
vehicle was in good condition, requires only $790 in repairs, and would retail
for $53,950.

To the extent the objection urges the court to reject the debtor’s opinion of
value because the debtor’s opinion is not admissible, the court instead rejects
the objection.  As the owner of the vehicle, the debtor is entitled to express
an opinion as to the vehicle’s value.  See Fed. R. Evid. 701; So. Central
Livestock Dealers, Inc., v. Security State Bank, 614 F.2d 1056, 1061 (5  Cir.th

1980).

Any opinion of value by the owner must be expressed without giving a reason for
the valuation.  Barry Russell, Bankruptcy Evidence Manual, § 701.2, p. 1278-79
(2007-08).  Indeed, unless the owner also qualifies as an expert, it is
improper for the owner to give a detailed recitation of the basis for the
opinion.  Only an expert qualified under Fed. R. Evid. 702 may rely on and
testify as to facts “of a type reasonably relied upon by experts in the
particular field in forming opinions or inferences upon the subject. . . .” 
Fed. R. Evid. 703.  “For example, the average debtor-homeowner who testifies in
opposition to a motion for relief from the § 362 automatic stay, should be
limited to giving his opinion as to the value of his home, but should not be
allowed to testify concerning what others have told him concerning the value of
his or comparable properties unless, the debtor truly qualifies as an expert
under Rule 702 such as being a real estate broker, etc.”  Barry Russell,
Bankruptcy Evidence Manual, § 701.2, p. 1278-79 (2007-08).

The creditor has come forward with evidence that the replacement value of the
vehicle, based on its retail value is $53,950, less $790 for repairs.

The vehicle must be valued at its replacement value.  In the chapter 13
context, the replacement value of personal property used by a debtor for
personal, household or family purposes is “the price a retail merchant would
charge for property of that kind considering the age and condition of the
property at the time value is determined.”  See 11 U.S.C. § 506(a)(2).

The retail value suggested by the debtor is rejected.  First, to the extent it
is based on the private party valuation, it must be rejected because that is
not a retail valuation.  Second, based on the fact that the debtor
misrepresented the mileage on the vehicle and has been very vague regarding the
vehicle’s condition and equipment, the court finds his opinion completely
lacking in credibility and persuasiveness.

Accordingly, the valuation motion is denied.

And, because the valuation motion has not been granted, at this point, the
debtor is unable to “strip down” the Bank’s secured claim to $30,000, the plan
cannot be confirmed because it either violates 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)
because it will not pay the Bank’s secured claim in full, or, if it will pay
what the Bank has demanded, the plan payments to be made by the trustee will
not be sufficient to pay all dividends required by the plan.  In the event of
the latter, the plan is not feasible as required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(6).
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2. 08-24608-A-13G WEDA SHAH HEARING - DEBTOR’S MOTION TO
DCJ #3 VALUE COLLATERAL OF BANK OF

AMERICA, N.A.
11-17-08  [123]

:  Telephone Appearance
:  Trustee Agrees with Ruling

Tentative Ruling:   The motion will be denied for the reasons explained in the
ruling on the motion to confirm the modified plan, DCJ-2.  That ruling is
incorporated by reference.

3. 08-31810-A-13G FOSTER/TERESA BROOKS HEARING - MOTION TO
FW #4 WITHDRAW AS ATTORNEY OF RECORD

12-1-08  [65]

:  Telephone Appearance
:  Trustee Agrees with Ruling

Tentative Ruling:   Because less than 28 days’ notice of the hearing was given
by the attorney for the debtor, this motion is deemed brought pursuant to Local
Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(2).  Consequently, the debtor, the trustee, the U.S.
Trustee, and any other parties in interest were not required to file a written
response or opposition to the motion.  If any of these potential respondents
appear at the hearing and offers opposition to the motion, the court will set a
briefing schedule and a final hearing unless there is no need to develop the
record further.  If no opposition is offered at the hearing, the court will
take up the merits of the motion.  Below is the court’s tentative ruling,
rendered on the assumption that there will be no opposition to the motion. 
Obviously, if there is opposition, the court may reconsider this tentative
ruling.

The motion will be granted.

The debtors’ attorney seeks permission to withdraw, on the basis that
“continued representation of these debtors is not consistent with [her] duties
as an Officer of the Court and under the Rules of Professional Responsibility.”

Local District Rule 83-182(d), made applicable here by Local Bankruptcy Rule
1001-1(c), prohibits an attorney from withdrawing from a case and leaving the
client to represent himself, without leave of court, upon a noticed motion and
notice to the client.  This rule also requires the attorney to comply with the
California Rules of Professional Conduct when withdrawing.

“The decision to grant or deny counsel’s motion to withdraw is committed to the
discretion of the trial court.”  American Economy Ins. Co. v. Herrera, No.
06CV2395-WQH, 2007 WL 3276326, at *1 (S.D. Cal. Nov. 5, 2007) (quoting Irwin v.
Mascott, 2004 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 28264 (N.D. Cal. December 1, 2004), citing
Washington v. Sherwin Real Estate, Inc., 694 F.2d 1081, 1087 (7  Cir.1982)). th

Factors considered by courts ruling on the withdrawal of counsel are (1) the
reasons why withdrawal is sought; (2) the prejudice withdrawal may cause to
other litigants; (3) the harm withdrawal might cause to the administration of
justice; and (4) the degree to which withdrawal will delay the resolution of
the case.  Herrera, at *1 (citing Irwin, 2004 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 28264 at 4).

The existence of circumstances rendering counsel’s representation of the
debtors inconsistent with duties as an officer of the court is s basis for
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allowing withdrawal.  The court has no evidence that the withdrawal will result
in prejudice to the debtors.  The motion will be granted.

4. 07-30613-A-13G JULIAN/ALMA MORALES HEARING - MOTION FOR
SW #1 RELIEF FROM AUTOMATIC STAY
GMAC, VS. 12-5-08  [41]

:  Telephone Appearance
:  Trustee Agrees with Ruling

 Tentative Ruling:   Because less than 28 days’ notice of the hearing was given
by the creditor, this motion is deemed brought pursuant to Local Bankruptcy
Rule 9014-1(f)(2).  Consequently, the other creditors, the debtor, the trustee,
the U.S. Trustee, and any other parties in interest were not required to file a
written response or opposition to the motion.  If any of these potential
respondents appear at the hearing and offers opposition to the motion, the
court will set a briefing schedule and a final hearing unless there is no need
to develop the record further.  If no opposition is offered at the hearing, the
court will take up the merits of the motion.  Below is the court’s tentative
ruling, rendered on the assumption that there will be no opposition to the
motion.  Obviously, if there is opposition, the court may reconsider this
tentative ruling.

The motion will be granted pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 362(d)(1) to permit the
movant to repossess its collateral, to dispose of it pursuant to applicable
law, and to use the proceeds from its disposition to satisfy its claim.  No
other relief is awarded.

The plan provides for payment in full of the movant’s secured claim as a Class
2 secured claim.  Class 2 secured claims are paid in full through the plan and
without maintenance of post-petition contract installments.  The debtor has
failed to make over $7,609 in plan payments to the trustee.  This is a material
breach of the plan that has delayed payment of the movant’s claim while the
debtor continues to use and depreciate the movant’s collateral.  This is cause
to terminate the automatic stay.

Because the movant has not established that the value of its collateral exceeds
the amount of its claim, the court awards no fees and costs.  11 U.S.C. §
506(b).

The 10-day stay of Fed. R. Bankr. P. 4001(a)(3) is ordered waived due to the
fact that the movant’s collateral is being used by the debtor without
compensation and is depreciating in value.

5. 08-33824-A-13G RAMIRO/ANA BORUNDA CONT. HEARING - MOTION TO
SL #1 CONFIRM CHAPTER 13 PLAN

10-24-08  [20]

9  Telephone Appearance
:  Trustee Agrees with Ruling

Tentative Ruling:   The motion will be denied and the objection will be
sustained.

The monthly plan payment of $4,700 is less than the total dividends and
expenses the trustee is required by the plan to pay out each month.  To make
these payments, the plan payment must increase to $2,739.68.  Therefore, the
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plan is not feasible as required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(6).

6. 08-32729-A-13G RANDALL/LORI STEPHAN CONT. HEARING - MOTION TO
SAC #3 CONFIRM CHAPTER 13 PLAN

10-31-08  [26]

:  Telephone Appearance
:  Trustee Agrees with Ruling

Tentative Ruling:   The motion will be denied and the objections will be
sustained in part.

The trustee’s objection will be overruled on condition that the order
confirming it (assuming the plan is confirmed) includes a provision eliminating
the provision in the plan barring payment to holders of secured claims until
after the debtor’s counsel’s fees are paid in full.

Nuvell’s objection to confirmation will be sustained to the extent discussed in
the ruling on SAC-1.  That ruling is incorporated by reference.

7. 08-32729-A-13G RANDALL/LORI STEPHAN CONT. HEARING - MOTION TO
SAC #1 VALUE COLLATERAL OF NUVELL

10-31-08  [35]

:  Telephone Appearance
:  Trustee Agrees with Ruling

Tentative Ruling:   The motion will be granted.

The debtor has filed a valuation motion that accompanies a proposed chapter 13
plan.  The valuation motion addresses the value of a 2006 Chevy Silverado that
secures Nuvell’s Class 2 claim.  The debtor has opined that the vehicle has a
value of $19,500 based on the vehicle’s model year, 35,000 miles, and good
condition.

Nuvell counters that the value of the vehicle is $20,585 based on a retail
evaluation by the Kelley Blue Book.

To the extent the objection urges the court to reject the debtor’s opinion of
value because the debtor’s opinion is not admissible, the court instead rejects
the objection.  As the owner of the vehicle, the debtor is entitled to express
an opinion as to the vehicle’s value.  See Fed. R. Evid. 701; So. Central
Livestock Dealers, Inc., v. Security State Bank, 614 F.2d 1056, 1061 (5  Cir.th

1980).

Any opinion of value by the owner must be expressed without giving a reason for
the valuation.  Barry Russell, Bankruptcy Evidence Manual, § 701.2, p. 1278-79
(2007-08).  Indeed, unless the owner also qualifies as an expert, it is
improper for the owner to give a detailed recitation of the basis for the
opinion.  Only an expert qualified under Fed. R. Evid. 702 may rely on and
testify as to facts “of a type reasonably relied upon by experts in the
particular field in forming opinions or inferences upon the subject. . . .” 
Fed. R. Evid. 703.  “For example, the average debtor-homeowner who testifies in
opposition to a motion for relief from the § 362 automatic stay, should be
limited to giving his opinion as to the value of his home, but should not be
allowed to testify concerning what others have told him concerning the value of
his or comparable properties unless, the debtor truly qualifies as an expert
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under Rule 702 such as being a real estate broker, etc.”  Barry Russell,
Bankruptcy Evidence Manual, § 701.2, p. 1278-79 (2007-08).

The creditor has come forward with evidence that the replacement value of the
vehicle, based on its retail value as reported by the Kelley Blue Book, is
$21,775.  This valuation, however, presumes the condition of the vehicle is
excellent.  See www.kbb.com (indicating that retail “value assumes the vehicle
has received the cosmetic and/or mechanical reconditioning needed to qualify it
as ‘Excellent’” and that “this is not a transaction value; it is representative
of a dealer’s asking price and the starting point for negotiation”).

The vehicle must be valued at its replacement value.  In the chapter 13
context, the replacement value of personal property used by a debtor for
personal, household or family purposes is “the price a retail merchant would
charge for property of that kind considering the age and condition of the
property at the time value is determined.”  See 11 U.S.C. § 506(a)(2).

The retail value suggested by the creditor cannot be relied upon by the court
to establish the vehicle’s replacement value.  The creditor’s retail value
assumes that the vehicle is in excellent condition.  This is not based on any
facts, at least facts proven to the court.  11 U.S.C. § 506(a)(2) asks for “the
price a retail merchant would charge for property of that kind considering the
age and condition of the property at the time value is determined.”  That is,
what would a retailer charge for the vehicle as it is?

The debtor’s value is more persuasive.  Considering the mileage and relatively
minor condition issues, and the proximity of the debtor’s estimate to the value
given in Kelley Blue Book, the court concludes that the debtor’s valuation best
approximates the retail valuation as defined by section 506(a)(2). 
Accordingly, the valuation motion will be granted.

However, the court cannot conclude that the plan’s treatment of Nuvell’s
secured claim satisfies 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B) because it fails to pay
Nuvell’s secured claim in full because it does not pay a market rate of
interest on the claim.  The plan proposes to pay the claim over the plan’s
duration at the rate of 6.5%.

The Supreme Court decided in Till v. SCS Credit Corp., 124 S.Ct. 1951 (2004),
that the appropriate interest rate is determined by the “formula approach.” 
This approach requires the court to take the national prime rate in order to
reflect the financial market’s estimate of the amount a commercial bank should
charge a creditworthy commercial borrower to compensate it for the loan’s
opportunity costs, inflation, and a slight risk of default.  The bankruptcy
court is required to adjust this rate for a greater risk of default posed by a
bankruptcy debtor.  This upward adjustment depends on a variety of factors,
including the nature of the security, and the plan’s feasibility and duration. 
Cf. Farm Credit Bank v. Fowler (In re Fowler), 903 F.2d 694, 697 (9  Cir.th

1990); In re Camino Real Landscape Main. Contrs., Inc., 818 F.2d 1503 (9  Cir.th

1987).

To set the appropriate rate, the court is required to conduct an “objective
inquiry” into the appropriate rate.  However, the debtor’s bankruptcy
statements and schedules may be culled for the evidence to support an interest
rate.

The prime rate on September 8, 2008 was 5%.  See
www.federalreserve.gov/releases/h15/data/Monthly/H15_PRIME_NA.txt.  As surveyed
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by the Supreme Court in Till, courts using the formula approach typically have
adjusted the interest rate 1% to 3%.  The debtor’s proposed rate of 6.5% gives
a 1.5% adjustment.  The court concludes that a 3% adjustment is appropriate
given that the security for the claim is depreciable personal property that is
worth less than the creditor’s claim.  The court concludes that the rate
offered by the plan is not adequate for purposes of section 1325(a)(5)(ii).

8. 08-32729-A-13G RANDALL/LORI STEPHAN CONT. HEARING - MOTION TO
SAC #2 VALUE COLLATERAL OF AMERICAN

GENERAL
10-31-08  [30]

:  Telephone Appearance
:  Trustee Agrees with Ruling

Tentative Ruling:   The debtor seeks to value the debtor’s residence at a fair
market value of $260,000 as of the date the petition was filed.  It is
encumbered by a first deed of trust held by Countrywide.  The first deed of
trust secures a loan with a balance of approximately $327,859 as of the
petition date.  Therefore, American General’s claim secured by a junior deed of
trust is completely under-collateralized.  No portion of this claim will be
allowed as a secured claim.  See 11 U.S.C. § 506(a).

Any assertion that the respondent’s claim cannot be modified because it is
secured only by a security interest in real property that is the debtor’s
principal residence is disposed of by In re Zimmer, 313 F.3d 1220 (9  Cir.th

2002) and In re Lam, 211 B.R. 36 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1997).  See also In reth

Bartee, 212 F.3d 277 (5  Cir. 2000); In re Tanner, 217 F.3d 1357 (11  Cir.th th

2000); McDonald v. Master Fin., Inc. (In re McDonald), 205 F.3d 606, 611-13
(3  Cir. 2000); and Domestic Bank v. Mann (In re Mann), 249 B.R. 831, 840rd

(B.A.P. 1  Cir. 2000).st

Because the claim is completely under-secured, no interest need be paid on the
claim except to the extent otherwise required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(4).  If
the secured claim is $0, because the value of the respondent’s collateral is
$0, no interest need be paid pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(ii).

Any argument that the plan, by valuing the respondent’s security and providing
the above treatment, violates In re Hobdy, 130 B.R. 318 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1991),th

will be overruled.  The plan is not an objection to the respondent’s proof of
claim pursuant to Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3007 and 11 U.S.C. § 502.  The plan makes
provision for the treatment of the claim and all other claims, and a separate
valuation motion has been filed and served as permitted by Fed. R. Bankr. P.
3012 and 11 U.S.C. § 506(a).  The plan was served by the trustee on all
creditors, and the motion to value collateral was served by the debtor with a
notice that the collateral for the respondent’s claim would be valued.  That
motion is supported by a declaration of the debtor as to the value of the real
property.  There is nothing about the process for considering the valuation
motion which amounts to a denial of due process.

To the extent the respondent objects to valuation of its collateral in a
contested matter rather than an adversary proceeding, the objection is
overruled.  Valuations pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 506(a) and Fed. R. Bankr. P.
3012 are contested matters and do not require the filing of an adversary
proceeding.  Further, even if considered in the nature of a claim objection, an
adversary proceeding is not required.  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3007.  It is only when
such a motion or objection is joined with a request to determine the extent,
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validity or priority of a security interest, or a request to avoid a lien that
an adversary proceeding is required.  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7001(2).  The court is
not determining the validity of a claim or avoiding a lien or security
interest.  The respondent’s deed of trust will remain of record until the plan
is completed.  This is required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(I).  Once the plan
is completed, if the respondent will not reconvey its deed of trust, the court
will entertain an adversary proceeding.  See also 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(I).

In the meantime, the court is merely valuing the respondent’s collateral.  Rule
3012 specifies that this is done by motion.  Rule 3012 motions can be filed and
heard any time during the case.  It is particularly appropriate that such
motions be heard in connection with the confirmation of a plan.  The value of
collateral will set the upper bounds of the amount of the secured claim.  11
U.S.C. § 506(a).  Knowing the amount and character of claims is vital to
assessing the feasibility of a plan, 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(6), and determining
whether the treatment accorded to secured claims complies with 11 U.S.C. §
1325(a)(5).

To the extent the creditor objects to the debtor’s opinion of value, that
objection is also overruled.  According to the debtor, the residence has a fair
market value of $260,000.  Evidence in the form of the debtor’s declaration
supports the valuation motion.  The debtor may testify regarding the value of
property owned by the debtor.  Fed. R. Evid. 701; So. Central Livestock
Dealers, Inc., v. Security State Bank, 614 F.2d 1056, 1061 (5  Cir. 1980).th

9. 08-37633-A-13G JOSEFINA PEREZ HEARING - MOTION FOR
EXTENSION OF TIME TO COMPLETE
CREDIT COUNSELING BRIEFING
12-3-08  [8]

9  Telephone Appearance
:  Trustee Agrees with Ruling

Tentative Ruling;   The motion will be denied.

The petition was accompanied by a motion indicating that exigent circumstances
prevented the debtor from receiving credit counseling before filing the
petition.  The motion indicates that there was no time to receive the
counseling prior to the December 9 foreclosure of the debtor’s home.  The
petition, however, was filed on December 1.

11 U.S.C. § 109(h) prohibits an individual from being a debtor under any
chapter unless that individual received a briefing from an approved non-profit
budget and credit counseling agency before the petition is filed.  Interim
Rules 1007(b)(3) and (c) require the debtor to file the credit counseling
certification on the petition date.

With respect to the extension under 11 U.S.C. § 109(h)(3), the debtor must
submit a certification to the court: (i) describing exigent circumstances
meriting a waiver of the credit counseling requirements; (ii) stating that she
requested credit counseling services, but she was unable to obtain a briefing
during the five-day period beginning on the date on which she made the request;
and (iii) that is satisfactory to the court.  In this case, the debtor has
described no exigency requiring that a petition be filed before a briefing was
received.

The motion for an extension pursuant to section 109(h)(3) will be denied. 
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First, the petition was filed on December 1, eight days prior to the
foreclosure.  The debtor had time before filing a petition for counseling
during those eight days.  Second, in California, a nonjudicial foreclosure is
at least a 110 day process.  The debtor has not explained why she waited until
the end of that process to seek credit counseling.

10. 08-27835-A-13G MELODY RODRIGUEZ HEARING - MOTION TO
DCJ #2 CONFIRM CHAPTER 13 PLAN

11-5-08  [27]

:  Telephone Appearance
:  Trustee Agrees with Ruling

Tentative Ruling:   The motion will be denied and the objection will be
sustained.

First, the debtor has failed to cooperate with the trustee by providing
evidence of her business income.  This failure is a breach of the duties
imposed by 11 U.S.C. § 521(a)(3) & (a)(4).  The attempt to confirm a plan while
failing to cooperate with the trustee amounts to bad faith.

Second, the  debtor has failed to provide the trustee with the tax return or
transcript required by 11 U.S.C. § 521(e)(2)(A)(i).

Section 521(e)(2)(B) & (C) requires the court to dismiss a petition if an
individual chapter 7 or 13 debtor fails to provide to the case trustee a copy
of the debtor’s federal income tax return for the most recent tax year ending
before the filing of the petition.  This return must be produced seven days
prior to the date first set for the meeting of creditors.  The court may
decline to dismiss the case only if the debtor demonstrates that the failure to
provide a copy of the return was due to circumstances beyond the control of the
debtor.  See Interim Rule 4002(b)(3) & (4) [permitting the debtor to provide a
written statement that the return or other documentation does not exist].  The
debtor has not provided any statement or evidence that the return is not
available or that it is unavailable for reasons beyond her control.

The failure to provide the return to the trustee justifies dismissal and denial
of confirmation.  This failure also supports a conclusion that the debtor is
attempting to confirm a plan in bad faith because she has failed to make
mandatory financial disclosures that are relevant to the confirmation of the
plan.  The return is relevant to the feasibility of the plan and whether the
debtor is contributing all disposable income to her plan.  Also, the amount of
the debtor’s income has an impact on the duration of the plan.  See 11 U.S.C.
§§ 1322(d) and 1325(b).  Finally, the failure to provide the return means that
the plan does not comply with 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(1).

Third, the plan does not comply with 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(4) because unsecured
creditors would receive a 15.30% dividend in a chapter 7 liquidation as of the
effective date of the plan.  This plan will pay only a 12% dividend to
unsecured creditors.
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11. 08-34035-A-13G ROBYN TODD HEARING - MOTION FOR
WGM #1 RELIEF FROM AUTOMATIC STAY
WASHINGTON MUTUAL BANK, VS. 12-4-08  [39]

:  Telephone Appearance
:  Trustee Agrees with Ruling

Tentative Ruling:   Because less than 28 days’ notice of the hearing was given
by the creditor, this motion is deemed brought pursuant to Local Bankruptcy
Rule 9014-1(f)(2).  Consequently, the other creditors, the debtor, the trustee,
the U.S. Trustee, and any other parties in interest were not required to file a
written response or opposition to the motion.  If any of these potential
respondents appear at the hearing and offers opposition to the motion, the
court will set a briefing schedule and a final hearing unless there is no need
to develop the record further.  If no opposition is offered at the hearing, the
court will take up the merits of the motion.  Below is the court’s tentative
ruling, rendered on the assumption that there will be no opposition to the
motion.  Obviously, if there is opposition, the court may reconsider this
tentative ruling.

The motion will be granted pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 362(d)(1) to permit the
movant to conduct a nonjudicial foreclosure sale and to obtain possession of
the subject real property following sale.  The movant is secured by a deed of
trust encumbering the debtor’s real property.  The debtor has proposed a plan
that will surrender the subject property to the movant in satisfaction of its
secured claim.  That plan has not yet been confirmed.  Nonetheless, the terms
of the proposed plan makes two things clear: the movant’s claim will not be
paid and the real property securing its claim is not necessary to the debtor’s
personal financial reorganization.  This is cause to terminate the automatic
stay.

Because the movant has not established that the value of its collateral exceeds
the amount of its claim, the court awards no fees and costs.  11 U.S.C. §
506(b).

The 10-day stay of Fed. R. Bankr. P. 4001(a)(3) is ordered waived.

12. 08-34035-A-13G ROBYN TODD HEARING - OBJECTION TO
ACK #2 CONFIRMATION OF PLAN BY EDWARD W.

BECK
11-7-08  [31]

9  Telephone Appearance
:  Trustee Agrees with Ruling

Tentative Ruling:   Because this hearing on an objection to the confirmation of
the proposed chapter 13 plan was set pursuant to the procedure authorized by
General Order 05-03, ¶ 3(c), the debtor was not required to file a written
response.  If the debtor appears at the hearing and offers opposition to the
objection, the court will set a briefing schedule and a final hearing unless
there is no need to develop the record further.  If no opposition is offered at
the hearing, the court will take up the merits of the objection.  Below is the
court’s tentative ruling, rendered on the assumption that there will be no
opposition.  Obviously, if there is opposition, the court may reconsider this
tentative ruling.

The objection will be sustained.



December 22, 2008 at 9:00 a.m.

– Page 12 –

The plan requires the debtor to make a monthly plan payment of $9,866.  A
review of Schedules I and J, however, reveals that the debtor has monthly net
income of $3,538.  Even after adding $1,500, the monthly amount listed on
Schedule J for the debtor’s mortgage payment, to the monthly net income of
$3,538, an adjustment necessary because the mortgage payment is being paid
through the plan, the debtor’s available net income is less than the plan
payment.  The plan, then, is not feasible as required by 11 U.S.C. §
1325(a)(6).

13. 07-23937-A-13G JONATHAN/MICHELLE WIRTH HEARING - MOTION FOR
PD #1 RELIEF FROM AUTOMATIC STAY
AMERICA’S SERVICING COMPANY, VS. 11-25-08  [78]

:  Telephone Appearance
:  Trustee Agrees with Ruling

Tentative Ruling:   Because less than 28 days’ notice of the hearing was given
by the creditor, this motion is deemed brought pursuant to Local Bankruptcy
Rule 9014-1(f)(2).  Consequently, the other creditors, the debtor, the trustee,
the U.S. Trustee, and any other parties in interest were not required to file a
written response or opposition to the motion.  If any of these potential
respondents appear at the hearing and offers opposition to the motion, the
court will set a briefing schedule and a final hearing unless there is no need
to develop the record further.  If no opposition is offered at the hearing, the
court will take up the merits of the motion.  Below is the court’s tentative
ruling, rendered on the assumption that there will be no opposition to the
motion.  Obviously, if there is opposition, the court may reconsider this
tentative ruling.

The motion will be dismissed as moot.

A plan was confirmed in this case on December 2, 2008.  That plan provided for
the movant’s claim as a Class 3 secured claim.  This means that the plan
provided for the surrender of the movant’s collateral in order to satisfy its
secured claim.  It also provides at section 3.14:

“Entry of the confirmation order shall constitute an order modifying the
automatic stay to allow the holder of a Class 3 secured claim to repossess,
receive, take possession of, foreclose upon, and exercise its rights and
judicial and nonjudicial remedies against its collateral.”

Thus, the stay has already been terminated and the motion is moot.  To the
extent the plan’s description of the movant’s identity or of the surrendered
collateral is not accurate or as comprehensive as in the movant’s security
documentation, the order may recite that the collateral identified in the
motion has been, or will be, surrendered to the movant pursuant to the terms of
a confirmed plan and, as a result, the automatic stay was previously
terminated.

The movant shall bear its own fees and costs.
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14. 08-34043-A-13G JEFFREY/TANYA SHATZ HEARING - OBJECTION TO
RDG #1 CONFIRMATION OF PLAN BY TRUSTEE

11-24-08  [17]

9  Telephone Appearance
:  Trustee Agrees with Ruling

Tentative Ruling:   Because this hearing on an objection to the confirmation of
the proposed chapter 13 plan was set pursuant to the procedure authorized by
General Order 05-03, ¶ 3(c), the debtor was not required to file a written
response.  If the debtor appears at the hearing and offers opposition to the
objection, the court will set a briefing schedule and a final hearing unless
there is no need to develop the record further.  If no opposition is offered at
the hearing, the court will take up the merits of the objection.  Below is the
court’s tentative ruling, rendered on the assumption that there will be no
opposition.  Obviously, if there is opposition, the court may reconsider this
tentative ruling.

The objection will be sustained.

The plan does not comply with 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(4) because unsecured
creditors would receive an 8.8% dividend in a chapter 7 liquidation as of the
effective date of the plan.  This plan will pay nothing to unsecured creditors. 
This problem arises because the debtor failed to include a $10,000 preference
payment to Mr. Shatz mother in the liquidation analysis.

15. 08-30152-A-13G DOLORES DORSEY HEARING - MOTION TO
RI #1 CONFIRM DEBTOR’S CHAPTER 13 PLAN

11-7-08  [33]

9  Telephone Appearance
:  Trustee Agrees with Ruling

Tentative Ruling:   The motion will be denied and the objection will be
sustained.

First, the confirmation hearing has been set prior to the conclusion of the
meeting of creditors.

Second, Local Bankruptcy Rule 2002-1(b) provides that notices in adversary
proceedings and contested matters that are served on the various state and
federal agencies shall be to particular addresses that can be found on the
Roster of Public Agencies maintained by the clerk of court.  The Roster
provides that service of motions and notices on the California Franchise Tax
Board shall be mailed to PO Box 2952, Sacramento, CA 95812-2952.  According to
the proof of service for this motion, the FTB was not served at this address.

Third, Local Bankruptcy Rule 2002-1(c) provides that notices in adversary
proceedings and contested matters that are served on the IRS shall be mailed to
three entities at three different addresses: (1) IRS, P.O. Box 21126,
Philadelphia, PA 19114; (2) United States Attorney, for the IRS, 501 I Street,
Suite 10-100, Sacramento, CA 95814; and (3) United States Department of
Justice, Civil Trial Section, Western Region, Box 683, Franklin Station,
Washington, D.C. 20044.  According to the proof of service, the IRS was not
served at the Philadelphia address.
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16. 08-34452-A-13G JESUS/DEBRA VALDEZ HEARING - MOTION TO
DN #1 VALUE OF COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS

12-5-08  [19]

9  Telephone Appearance
:  Trustee Agrees with Ruling

Tentative Ruling:   Because less than 28 days’ notice of the hearing was given
by the debtor, this motion is deemed brought pursuant to Local Bankruptcy Rule
9014-1(f)(2).  Consequently, the creditors, the trustee, the U.S. Trustee, and
any other parties in interest were not required to file a written response or
opposition to the motion.  If any of these potential respondents appear at the
hearing and offers opposition to the motion, the court will set a briefing
schedule and a final hearing unless there is no need to develop the record
further.  If no opposition is offered at the hearing, the court will take up
the merits of the motion.  Below is the court’s tentative ruling, rendered on
the assumption that there will be no opposition to the motion.  Obviously, if
there is opposition, the court may reconsider this tentative ruling.

The debtor seeks to value the debtor’s residence at a fair market value of
$232,500 as of the date the petition was filed.  It is encumbered by a first
deed of trust held by Countrywide.  The first deed of trust secures a loan with
a balance of approximately $278,500 as of the petition date.  Therefore,
Countrywide’s other claim secured by a junior deed of trust is completely
under-collateralized.  No portion of this claim will be allowed as a secured
claim.  See 11 U.S.C. § 506(a).

Any assertion that the respondent’s claim cannot be modified because it is
secured only by a security interest in real property that is the debtor’s
principal residence is disposed of by In re Zimmer, 313 F.3d 1220 (9  Cir.th

2002) and In re Lam, 211 B.R. 36 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1997).  See also In reth

Bartee, 212 F.3d 277 (5  Cir. 2000); In re Tanner, 217 F.3d 1357 (11  Cir.th th

2000); McDonald v. Master Fin., Inc. (In re McDonald), 205 F.3d 606, 611-13
(3  Cir. 2000); and Domestic Bank v. Mann (In re Mann), 249 B.R. 831, 840rd

(B.A.P. 1  Cir. 2000).st

Because the claim is completely under-secured, no interest need be paid on the
claim except to the extent otherwise required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(4).  If
the secured claim is $0, because the value of the respondent’s collateral is
$0, no interest need be paid pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(ii).

Any argument that the plan, by valuing the respondent’s security and providing
the above treatment, violates In re Hobdy, 130 B.R. 318 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1991),th

will be overruled.  The plan is not an objection to the respondent’s proof of
claim pursuant to Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3007 and 11 U.S.C. § 502.  The plan makes
provision for the treatment of the claim and all other claims, and a separate
valuation motion has been filed and served as permitted by Fed. R. Bankr. P.
3012 and 11 U.S.C. § 506(a).  The plan was served by the trustee on all
creditors, and the motion to value collateral was served by the debtor with a
notice that the collateral for the respondent’s claim would be valued.  That
motion is supported by a declaration of the debtor as to the value of the real
property.  There is nothing about the process for considering the valuation
motion which amounts to a denial of due process.

To the extent the respondent objects to valuation of its collateral in a
contested matter rather than an adversary proceeding, the objection is
overruled.  Valuations pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 506(a) and Fed. R. Bankr. P.
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3012 are contested matters and do not require the filing of an adversary
proceeding.  Further, even if considered in the nature of a claim objection, an
adversary proceeding is not required.  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3007.  It is only when
such a motion or objection is joined with a request to determine the extent,
validity or priority of a security interest, or a request to avoid a lien that
an adversary proceeding is required.  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7001(2).  The court is
not determining the validity of a claim or avoiding a lien or security
interest.  The respondent’s deed of trust will remain of record until the plan
is completed.  This is required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(I).  Once the plan
is completed, if the respondent will not reconvey its deed of trust, the court
will entertain an adversary proceeding.  See also 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(I).

In the meantime, the court is merely valuing the respondent’s collateral.  Rule
3012 specifies that this is done by motion.  Rule 3012 motions can be filed and
heard any time during the case.  It is particularly appropriate that such
motions be heard in connection with the confirmation of a plan.  The value of
collateral will set the upper bounds of the amount of the secured claim.  11
U.S.C. § 506(a).  Knowing the amount and character of claims is vital to
assessing the feasibility of a plan, 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(6), and determining
whether the treatment accorded to secured claims complies with 11 U.S.C. §
1325(a)(5).

To the extent the creditor objects to the debtor’s opinion of value, that
objection is also overruled.  According to the debtor, the residence has a fair
market value of $232,500.  Evidence in the form of the debtor’s declaration
supports the valuation motion.  The debtor may testify regarding the value of
property owned by the debtor.  Fed. R. Evid. 701; So. Central Livestock
Dealers, Inc., v. Security State Bank, 614 F.2d 1056, 1061 (5  Cir. 1980).th

17. 08-34754-A-13G CYNTHIA DEVINE HEARING - MOTION TO
DN #1 VALUE COLLATERAL OF NATIONAL CITY

12-8-08  [17]

9  Telephone Appearance
:  Trustee Agrees with Ruling

Tentative Ruling:   Because less than 28 days’ notice of the hearing was given
by the debtor, this motion is deemed brought pursuant to Local Bankruptcy Rule
9014-1(f)(2).  Consequently, the creditors, the trustee, the U.S. Trustee, and
any other parties in interest were not required to file a written response or
opposition to the motion.  If any of these potential respondents appear at the
hearing and offers opposition to the motion, the court will set a briefing
schedule and a final hearing unless there is no need to develop the record
further.  If no opposition is offered at the hearing, the court will take up
the merits of the motion.  Below is the court’s tentative ruling, rendered on
the assumption that there will be no opposition to the motion.  Obviously, if
there is opposition, the court may reconsider this tentative ruling.

The debtor seeks to value the debtor’s residence at a fair market value of
$250,000 as of the date the petition was filed.  It is encumbered by a first
deed of trust held by Countrywide.  The first deed of trust secures a loan with
a balance of approximately $286,700 as of the petition date.  Therefore,
National City’s claim secured by a junior deed of trust is completely under-
collateralized.  No portion of this claim will be allowed as a secured claim. 
See 11 U.S.C. § 506(a).

Any assertion that the respondent’s claim cannot be modified because it is
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secured only by a security interest in real property that is the debtor’s
principal residence is disposed of by In re Zimmer, 313 F.3d 1220 (9  Cir.th

2002) and In re Lam, 211 B.R. 36 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1997).  See also In reth

Bartee, 212 F.3d 277 (5  Cir. 2000); In re Tanner, 217 F.3d 1357 (11  Cir.th th

2000); McDonald v. Master Fin., Inc. (In re McDonald), 205 F.3d 606, 611-13
(3  Cir. 2000); and Domestic Bank v. Mann (In re Mann), 249 B.R. 831, 840rd

(B.A.P. 1  Cir. 2000).st

Because the claim is completely under-secured, no interest need be paid on the
claim except to the extent otherwise required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(4).  If
the secured claim is $0, because the value of the respondent’s collateral is
$0, no interest need be paid pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(ii).

Any argument that the plan, by valuing the respondent’s security and providing
the above treatment, violates In re Hobdy, 130 B.R. 318 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1991),th

will be overruled.  The plan is not an objection to the respondent’s proof of
claim pursuant to Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3007 and 11 U.S.C. § 502.  The plan makes
provision for the treatment of the claim and all other claims, and a separate
valuation motion has been filed and served as permitted by Fed. R. Bankr. P.
3012 and 11 U.S.C. § 506(a).  The plan was served by the trustee on all
creditors, and the motion to value collateral was served by the debtor with a
notice that the collateral for the respondent’s claim would be valued.  That
motion is supported by a declaration of the debtor as to the value of the real
property.  There is nothing about the process for considering the valuation
motion which amounts to a denial of due process.

To the extent the respondent objects to valuation of its collateral in a
contested matter rather than an adversary proceeding, the objection is
overruled.  Valuations pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 506(a) and Fed. R. Bankr. P.
3012 are contested matters and do not require the filing of an adversary
proceeding.  Further, even if considered in the nature of a claim objection, an
adversary proceeding is not required.  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3007.  It is only when
such a motion or objection is joined with a request to determine the extent,
validity or priority of a security interest, or a request to avoid a lien that
an adversary proceeding is required.  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7001(2).  The court is
not determining the validity of a claim or avoiding a lien or security
interest.  The respondent’s deed of trust will remain of record until the plan
is completed.  This is required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(I).  Once the plan
is completed, if the respondent will not reconvey its deed of trust, the court
will entertain an adversary proceeding.  See also 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(I).

In the meantime, the court is merely valuing the respondent’s collateral.  Rule
3012 specifies that this is done by motion.  Rule 3012 motions can be filed and
heard any time during the case.  It is particularly appropriate that such
motions be heard in connection with the confirmation of a plan.  The value of
collateral will set the upper bounds of the amount of the secured claim.  11
U.S.C. § 506(a).  Knowing the amount and character of claims is vital to
assessing the feasibility of a plan, 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(6), and determining
whether the treatment accorded to secured claims complies with 11 U.S.C. §
1325(a)(5).

To the extent the creditor objects to the debtor’s opinion of value, that
objection is also overruled.  According to the debtor, the residence has a fair
market value of $250,000.  Evidence in the form of the debtor’s declaration
supports the valuation motion.  The debtor may testify regarding the value of
property owned by the debtor.  Fed. R. Evid. 701; So. Central Livestock
Dealers, Inc., v. Security State Bank, 614 F.2d 1056, 1061 (5  Cir. 1980).th
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18. 08-34658-A-13G KI CHOI AND HEARING - OBJECTION TO
APN #1 YUH CHANG CONFIRMATION OF CHAPTER 13

PLAN BY WELLS FARGO FINANCIAL
11-24-08  [18]

:  Telephone Appearance
:  Trustee Agrees with Ruling

Tentative Ruling:   Because this hearing on an objection to the confirmation of
the proposed chapter 13 plan was set pursuant to the procedure authorized by
General Order 05-03, ¶ 3(c), the debtor was not required to file a written
response.  If the debtor appears at the hearing and offers opposition to the
objection, the court will set a briefing schedule and a final hearing unless
there is no need to develop the record further.  If no opposition is offered at
the hearing, the court will take up the merits of the objection.  Below is the
court’s tentative ruling, rendered on the assumption that there will be no
opposition.  Obviously, if there is opposition, the court may reconsider this
tentative ruling.

The creditor objects to the debtor’s valuation of its collateral.  The
objection will be overruled because there is no valuation motion.  The plan
provides:

“3.01.   A timely proof of claim must be filed by or on behalf of a creditor,
including a secured creditor, before a claim may be paid pursuant to this
plan.”

“3.04.   The proof of claim, not this plan or the schedules, shall determine
the amount and classification of a claim.  If a claim is provided for by this
plan and a proof of claim is filed, dividends shall be paid based upon the
proof of claim unless the granting of a valuation or a lien avoidance motion,
or the sustaining of a claim objection, affects the amount or classification of
the claim.”

Thus, in the absence of a valuation motion that is granted by the court, the
plan requires payment in full of whatever a secured creditor demands in its
proof of claim.  The plan complies with 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B).

19. 08-34658-A-13G KI CHOI/YUH CHANG HEARING - MOTION TO
DN #1 VALUE COLLATERAL OF GMAC MORTGAGE

CORPORATION
12-5-08  [23]

9  Telephone Appearance
:  Trustee Agrees with Ruling

Tentative Ruling:   Because less than 28 days’ notice of the hearing was given
by the debtor, this motion is deemed brought pursuant to Local Bankruptcy Rule
9014-1(f)(2).  Consequently, the creditors, the trustee, the U.S. Trustee, and
any other parties in interest were not required to file a written response or
opposition to the motion.  If any of these potential respondents appear at the
hearing and offers opposition to the motion, the court will set a briefing
schedule and a final hearing unless there is no need to develop the record
further.  If no opposition is offered at the hearing, the court will take up
the merits of the motion.  Below is the court’s tentative ruling, rendered on
the assumption that there will be no opposition to the motion.  Obviously, if
there is opposition, the court may reconsider this tentative ruling.
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The debtor seeks to value the debtor’s residence at a fair market value of
$311,000 as of the date the petition was filed.  It is encumbered by a first
deed of trust held by Countrywide.  The first deed of trust secures a loan with
a balance of approximately $475,000 as of the petition date.  Therefore, GMAC
Mortgage’s claim secured by a junior deed of trust is completely under-
collateralized.  No portion of this claim will be allowed as a secured claim. 
See 11 U.S.C. § 506(a).

Any assertion that the respondent’s claim cannot be modified because it is
secured only by a security interest in real property that is the debtor’s
principal residence is disposed of by In re Zimmer, 313 F.3d 1220 (9  Cir.th

2002) and In re Lam, 211 B.R. 36 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1997).  See also In reth

Bartee, 212 F.3d 277 (5  Cir. 2000); In re Tanner, 217 F.3d 1357 (11  Cir.th th

2000); McDonald v. Master Fin., Inc. (In re McDonald), 205 F.3d 606, 611-13
(3  Cir. 2000); and Domestic Bank v. Mann (In re Mann), 249 B.R. 831, 840rd

(B.A.P. 1  Cir. 2000).st

Because the claim is completely under-secured, no interest need be paid on the
claim except to the extent otherwise required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(4).  If
the secured claim is $0, because the value of the respondent’s collateral is
$0, no interest need be paid pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(ii).

Any argument that the plan, by valuing the respondent’s security and providing
the above treatment, violates In re Hobdy, 130 B.R. 318 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1991),th

will be overruled.  The plan is not an objection to the respondent’s proof of
claim pursuant to Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3007 and 11 U.S.C. § 502.  The plan makes
provision for the treatment of the claim and all other claims, and a separate
valuation motion has been filed and served as permitted by Fed. R. Bankr. P.
3012 and 11 U.S.C. § 506(a).  The plan was served by the trustee on all
creditors, and the motion to value collateral was served by the debtor with a
notice that the collateral for the respondent’s claim would be valued.  That
motion is supported by a declaration of the debtor as to the value of the real
property.  There is nothing about the process for considering the valuation
motion which amounts to a denial of due process.

To the extent the respondent objects to valuation of its collateral in a
contested matter rather than an adversary proceeding, the objection is
overruled.  Valuations pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 506(a) and Fed. R. Bankr. P.
3012 are contested matters and do not require the filing of an adversary
proceeding.  Further, even if considered in the nature of a claim objection, an
adversary proceeding is not required.  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3007.  It is only when
such a motion or objection is joined with a request to determine the extent,
validity or priority of a security interest, or a request to avoid a lien that
an adversary proceeding is required.  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7001(2).  The court is
not determining the validity of a claim or avoiding a lien or security
interest.  The respondent’s deed of trust will remain of record until the plan
is completed.  This is required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(I).  Once the plan
is completed, if the respondent will not reconvey its deed of trust, the court
will entertain an adversary proceeding.  See also 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(I).

In the meantime, the court is merely valuing the respondent’s collateral.  Rule
3012 specifies that this is done by motion.  Rule 3012 motions can be filed and
heard any time during the case.  It is particularly appropriate that such
motions be heard in connection with the confirmation of a plan.  The value of
collateral will set the upper bounds of the amount of the secured claim.  11
U.S.C. § 506(a).  Knowing the amount and character of claims is vital to
assessing the feasibility of a plan, 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(6), and determining
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whether the treatment accorded to secured claims complies with 11 U.S.C. §
1325(a)(5).

To the extent the creditor objects to the debtor’s opinion of value, that
objection is also overruled.  According to the debtor, the residence has a fair
market value of $311,000.  Evidence in the form of the debtor’s declaration
supports the valuation motion.  The debtor may testify regarding the value of
property owned by the debtor.  Fed. R. Evid. 701; So. Central Livestock
Dealers, Inc., v. Security State Bank, 614 F.2d 1056, 1061 (5  Cir. 1980).th

20. 08-35163-A-13G TIFFANY POE HEARING - ORDER TO SHOW
CAUSE RE DISMISSAL OF CASE OR
IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS
11-26-08  [20]

9  Telephone Appearance
:  Trustee Agrees with Ruling

Tentative Ruling:   The case will be dismissed.

The debtor was given permission to pay the filing fee in installments pursuant
to Fed. R. Bankr. P. 1006(b).  The installment in the amount of $68 due on
November 20, 2008 was not paid.  This is cause for dismissal.  See 11 U.S.C. §
1307(c)(2).

21. 05-26869-A-13G RANDY/VIRGINIA KINCH HEARING - OBJECTION TO
DN #4 CLAIM OF CAPITAL ONE

11-4-08  [44]

9  Telephone Appearance
:  Trustee Agrees with Ruling

Tentative Ruling:   The objection will be overruled.

The proof of claim asserts that the debt owed by the debtor is secured in part
by a “deposit.”  There is no documentation with the proof of claim, however,
documenting a security interest.

The objection is not accompanied by any evidence that the debt is an unsecured
debt.  The objection merely complains about the absence of documentation to the
proof of claim.

A proof of claim is presumed to be prima facie valid.  11 U.S.C. § 502(a).  The
presumption may be overcome by the objecting party only if it offers evidence
of equally probative value in rebutting that offered by the proof of claim.  In
re Holm, 931 F.2d 620, 623 (9  Cir. 1991; In re Fullmer, 962 F.2d 1463, 1466th

(10  Cir. 1992); In re Allegheny International, Inc., 954 F.2d 167, 173-74 (3  th rd

Cir. 1992).  The burden then shifts back to the claimant to produce evidence
meeting the objection and establishing the claim.  In re Knize, 210 B.R. 773,
779 (Bankr. N.D. Ill. 1997).

The debtor has failed to present any evidence with the objection, in the form
of a declaration or otherwise, establishing that the debtor does not owe the
debt demanded in the proof of claim.  Merely telling the court that the claim
does not have all documentation does not establish that the debtor does not owe
the debt or that it is not secured.  Accord Heath v. American Express (In re
Heath), 331 B.R. 424, 431-37 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 2005); see also Ashford v.th
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Consolidated Pioneer Mtg. (In re Consolidated Pioneer Mtg.), 178 B.R. 222, 226
(B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1995). th

22. 08-34285-A-13G CHRISTOPHER REVIVES HEARING - OBJECTION TO
RDG #2 CONFIRMATION OF PLAN BY TRUSTEE

11-24-08  [28]

9  Telephone Appearance
:  Trustee Agrees with Ruling

Tentative Ruling:   Because this hearing on an objection to the confirmation of
the proposed chapter 13 plan was set pursuant to the procedure authorized by
General Order 05-03, ¶ 3(c), the debtor was not required to file a written
response.  If the debtor appears at the hearing and offers opposition to the
objection, the court will set a briefing schedule and a final hearing unless
there is no need to develop the record further.  If no opposition is offered at
the hearing, the court will take up the merits of the objection.  Below is the
court’s tentative ruling, rendered on the assumption that there will be no
opposition.  Obviously, if there is opposition, the court may reconsider this
tentative ruling.

The objection will be sustained.

The debtor failed to appear at the meeting of creditors.  Appearance is
mandatory.  See 11 U.S.C. § 343.  To attempt to confirm a plan while failing to
appear and be questioned by the trustee and any creditors who appear, the
debtor is also failing to cooperate with the trustee.  See 11 U.S.C. §
521(a)(3).  Under these circumstances, attempting to confirm a plan is the
epitome of bad faith.  See 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(3).

23. 08-33991-A-13G HAROLD/LISA REYNOLDS HEARING - OPPOSITION TO
WGM #1 DEBTORS’ MOTION TO VALUE          

COLLATERAL AND OBJECTION TO
CONFIRMATION OF CHAPTER 13 PLAN
WASHINGTON MUTUAL BANK
11-26-08  [22]

:  Telephone Appearance
:  Trustee Agrees with Ruling

Tentative Ruling:   Because this hearing on an objection to the confirmation of
the proposed chapter 13 plan and the related valuation motion was set pursuant
to the procedure authorized by General Order 05-03, ¶ 3(c), the debtor was not
required to file a written response.  If the debtor appears at the hearing and
offers opposition to the objection, the court will set a briefing schedule and
a final hearing unless there is no need to develop the record further.  If no
opposition is offered at the hearing, the court will take up the merits of the
objection.  Below is the court’s tentative ruling, rendered on the assumption
that there will be no opposition.  Obviously, if there is opposition, the court
may reconsider this tentative ruling.

The objection will be sustained in part.

To the extent the objection complains about a motion to avoid a lien, the
objection will be overruled because there is no such motion with the plan.

To the extent the objection complains about the valuation of the creditor’s
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collateral, the objection will be sustained.

The debtor seeks to value the debtor’s residence at $0.  The court does not
believe that the house has no value.  It may be that, after deducting a senior
lien, the house has no net value to secure the junior claim of the objecting
creditor.  However, the court must be apprised of the value of the home.  It
will not accept a conclusory statement that it has no net value.



December 22, 2008 at 9:00 a.m.

– Page 22 –

THE FINAL RULINGS BEGIN HERE

24. 07-27101-A-13G TEDDY/NANCY BEIER HEARING - OBJECTION TO
DN #1 ALLOWANCE OF CLAIM AMERICAN

GENERAL FINANCE
11-4-08  [55]

Final Ruling: This objection to the proof of claim of American General Finance
has been set for hearing on at least 44 days’ notice to the claimant as
required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 3007-1(c)(1)(ii).  The failure of the
claimant to file written opposition at least 14 calendar days prior to the
hearing is considered as consent to the sustaining of the objection.  Cf.
Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9  Cir. 1995).  Further, because the courtth

will not materially alter the relief requested by the objecting party, an
actual hearing is unnecessary.  See Boone v. Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592
(9  Cir. 2006).  Therefore, the claimant’s default is entered and theth

objection will be resolved without oral argument.

The objection will be sustained but the claim will be allowed as a nonpriority
unsecured claim.  The proof of claim asserts that the debt is secured by
property of the debtor.  However, the documentation appended to the proof of
claim indicates on its face that the debt is not secured.

25. 08-34505-A-13G STANLEY/JILL GARCIA HEARING - MOTION OF
FW #1 VALUE COLLATERAL OF KEY BANK

10-17-08  [9]

Final Ruling: This valuation motion has been set for hearing on the notice
required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1).  The failure of the trustee and
the respondent creditor to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to
the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered
as consent to the granting of the motion.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53
(9  Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will not materially alter theth

relief requested by the moving party, an actual hearing is unnecessary.  See
Boone v. Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592 (9  Cir. 2006).  Therefore, theth

defaults of the trustee and the respondent creditor are entered and the matter
will be resolved without oral argument.

The debtor seeks to value the debtor’s residence at a fair market value of
$292,500 as of the date the petition was filed.  It is encumbered by a first
deed of trust held by Wachovia.  The first deed of trust secures a loan with a
balance of approximately $400,372 as of the petition date.  Therefore, Key
Bank’s claim secured by a junior deed of trust is completely under-
collateralized.  No portion of this claim will be allowed as a secured claim. 
See 11 U.S.C. § 506(a).

Any assertion that the respondent’s claim cannot be modified because it is
secured only by a security interest in real property that is the debtor’s
principal residence is disposed of by In re Zimmer, 313 F.3d 1220 (9  Cir.th

2002) and In re Lam, 211 B.R. 36 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1997).  See also In reth

Bartee, 212 F.3d 277 (5  Cir. 2000); In re Tanner, 217 F.3d 1357 (11  Cir.th th

2000); McDonald v. Master Fin., Inc. (In re McDonald), 205 F.3d 606, 611-13
(3  Cir. 2000); and Domestic Bank v. Mann (In re Mann), 249 B.R. 831, 840rd

(B.A.P. 1  Cir. 2000).st

Because the claim is completely under-secured, no interest need be paid on the
claim except to the extent otherwise required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(4).  If
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the secured claim is $0, because the value of the respondent’s collateral is
$0, no interest need be paid pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(ii).

Any argument that the plan, by valuing the respondent’s security and providing
the above treatment, violates In re Hobdy, 130 B.R. 318 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1991),th

will be overruled.  The plan is not an objection to the respondent’s proof of
claim pursuant to Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3007 and 11 U.S.C. § 502.  The plan makes
provision for the treatment of the claim and all other claims, and a separate
valuation motion has been filed and served as permitted by Fed. R. Bankr. P.
3012 and 11 U.S.C. § 506(a).  The plan was served by the trustee on all
creditors, and the motion to value collateral was served by the debtor with a
notice that the collateral for the respondent’s claim would be valued.  That
motion is supported by a declaration of the debtor as to the value of the real
property.  There is nothing about the process for considering the valuation
motion which amounts to a denial of due process.

To the extent the respondent objects to valuation of its collateral in a
contested matter rather than an adversary proceeding, the objection is
overruled.  Valuations pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 506(a) and Fed. R. Bankr. P.
3012 are contested matters and do not require the filing of an adversary
proceeding.  Further, even if considered in the nature of a claim objection, an
adversary proceeding is not required.  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3007.  It is only when
such a motion or objection is joined with a request to determine the extent,
validity or priority of a security interest, or a request to avoid a lien that
an adversary proceeding is required.  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7001(2).  The court is
not determining the validity of a claim or avoiding a lien or security
interest.  The respondent’s deed of trust will remain of record until the plan
is completed.  This is required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(i).  Once the plan
is completed, if the respondent will not reconvey its deed of trust, the court
will entertain an adversary proceeding.  See also 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(i).

In the meantime, the court is merely valuing the respondent’s collateral.  Rule
3012 specifies that this is done by motion.  Rule 3012 motions can be filed and
heard any time during the case.  It is particularly appropriate that such
motions be heard in connection with the confirmation of a plan.  The value of
collateral will set the upper bounds of the amount of the secured claim.  11
U.S.C. § 506(a).  Knowing the amount and character of claims is vital to
assessing the feasibility of a plan, 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(6), and determining
whether the treatment accorded to secured claims complies with 11 U.S.C. §
1325(a)(5).

To the extent the creditor objects to the debtor’s opinion of value, that
objection is also overruled.  According to the debtor, the residence has a fair
market value of $292,500.  Evidence in the form of the debtor’s declaration
supports the valuation motion.  The debtor may testify regarding the value of
property owned by the debtor.  Fed. R. Evid. 701; So. Central Livestock
Dealers, Inc., v. Security State Bank, 614 F.2d 1056, 1061 (5  Cir. 1980).th

26. 05-32606-A-13G WILLIE/DEBRA MARTINEZ HEARING - MOTION TO
FW #6 MODIFY DEBTORS’ CHAPTER 13 PLAN

11-4-08 [103]

Final Ruling: This motion to confirm a modified plan proposed after
confirmation of a plan  has been set for hearing on the notice required by
Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1), General Order 05-03, ¶ 8(b), and Fed. R.
Bankr. R. 3015(g).  The failure of the trustee, the U.S. Trustee, creditors,
and any other party in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days
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prior to the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is
considered as consent to the sustaining of the objection.  Cf. Ghazali v.
Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9  Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will notth

materially alter the relief requested by the debtor, an actual hearing is
unnecessary.  See Boone v. Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592 (9  Cir. 2006). th

Therefore, the respondents’ defaults are entered and the matter will be
resolved without oral argument.

The motion will be granted.  The modified plan complies with 11 U.S.C. §§
1322(a) & (b), 1323(c), 1325(a), and 1329.

27. 08-32607-A-13G MARGARITO/KATHERINE ORTEGA HEARING - AMENDED MOTION TO
MOT #1 CONFIRM CHAPTER 13 PLAN

11-13-08  [25]

Final Ruling: This motion to confirm a modified plan proposed prior to
confirmation of a plan has been set for hearing on the notice required by Local
Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1), General Order 05-03, ¶ 8(a), and Fed. R. Bankr.
R. 2002(b).  The failure of the trustee, the U.S. Trustee, creditors, and any
other party in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to
the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered
as consent to the sustaining of the objection.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d
52, 53 (9  Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will not materially alterth

the relief requested by the debtor, an actual hearing is unnecessary.  See
Boone v. Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592 (9  Cir. 2006).  Therefore, theth

respondents’ defaults are entered and the matter will be resolved without oral
argument.

The motion will be granted.  The plan complies with 11 U.S.C. §§ 1322 and
1325(a) and is therefore confirmed.

28. 08-24608-A-13G WEDA SHAH HEARING - DEBTOR’S MOTION TO
DCJ #4 VALUE COLLATERAL OF BANK OF

AMERICA, N.A.
11-17-08  [119]

Final Ruling: This valuation motion has been set for hearing on the notice
required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1).  The failure of the trustee and
the respondent creditor to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to
the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered
as consent to the granting of the motion.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53
(9  Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will not materially alter theth

relief requested by the moving party, an actual hearing is unnecessary.  See
Boone v. Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592 (9  Cir. 2006).  Therefore, theth

defaults of the trustee and the respondent creditor are entered and the matter
will be resolved without oral argument.

The valuation motion pursuant to Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3012 and 11 U.S.C. § 506(a)
is granted.  The motion is accompanied by the debtor’s declaration.  The debtor
is the owner of the subject property.  In the debtor’s opinion, the subject
property had a value of $9,000 as of the date the petition was filed and the
effective date of the plan.  Given the absence of contrary evidence, the
debtor’s opinion of value is conclusive.  See Enewally v. Washington Mutual
Bank (In re Enewally), 368 F.3d 1165 (9  Cir. 2004).  Therefore, $9,000 of theth

respondent’s claim is an allowed secured claim.  When the respondent is paid
$9,000 and subject to the completion of the plan, its secured claim shall be
satisfied in full and the collateral free of the respondent’s lien.  Provided a
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timely proof of claim is filed, the remainder of its claim is allowed as a
general unsecured claim unless previously paid by the trustee as a secured
claim.

29. 08-21512-A-13G CESAR TAFOYA AND HEARING - MOTION TO
FW #3 DIANA PEREZ MODIFY DEBTORS’ CONFIRMED CHAPTER

13 PLAN
11-12-08  [53]

Final Ruling: This motion to confirm a modified plan proposed after
confirmation of a plan  has been set for hearing on the notice required by
Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1), General Order 05-03, ¶ 8(b), and Fed. R.
Bankr. R. 3015(g).  The failure of the trustee, the U.S. Trustee, creditors,
and any other party in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days
prior to the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is
considered as consent to the sustaining of the objection.  Cf. Ghazali v.
Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9  Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will notth

materially alter the relief requested by the debtor, an actual hearing is
unnecessary.  See Boone v. Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592 (9  Cir. 2006). th

Therefore, the respondents’ defaults are entered and the matter will be
resolved without oral argument.

The motion will be granted.  The modified plan complies with 11 U.S.C. §§
1322(a) & (b), 1323(c), 1325(a), and 1329.

30. 08-34722-A-13G AMADO/GRACE GUERZO HEARING - MOTION TO
CLH #1 VALUE COLLATERAL OF BANK OF

AMERICA
11-14-08  [13]

Final Ruling: This valuation motion has been set for hearing on the notice
required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1).  The failure of the trustee and
the respondent creditor to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to
the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered
as consent to the granting of the motion.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53
(9  Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will not materially alter theth

relief requested by the moving party, an actual hearing is unnecessary.  See
Boone v. Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592 (9  Cir. 2006).  Therefore, theth

defaults of the trustee and the respondent creditor are entered and the matter
will be resolved without oral argument.

The debtor seeks to value the debtor’s residence at a fair market value of
$400,000 as of the date the petition was filed.  It is encumbered by a first
deed of trust held by Countrywide.  The first deed of trust secures a loan with
a balance of approximately $447,000 as of the petition date.  Therefore, Bank
of America’s claim secured by a junior deed of trust is completely under-
collateralized.  No portion of this claim will be allowed as a secured claim. 
See 11 U.S.C. § 506(a).

Any assertion that the respondent’s claim cannot be modified because it is
secured only by a security interest in real property that is the debtor’s
principal residence is disposed of by In re Zimmer, 313 F.3d 1220 (9  Cir.th

2002) and In re Lam, 211 B.R. 36 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1997).  See also In reth

Bartee, 212 F.3d 277 (5  Cir. 2000); In re Tanner, 217 F.3d 1357 (11  Cir.th th

2000); McDonald v. Master Fin., Inc. (In re McDonald), 205 F.3d 606, 611-13
(3  Cir. 2000); and Domestic Bank v. Mann (In re Mann), 249 B.R. 831, 840rd

(B.A.P. 1  Cir. 2000).st
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Because the claim is completely under-secured, no interest need be paid on the
claim except to the extent otherwise required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(4).  If
the secured claim is $0, because the value of the respondent’s collateral is
$0, no interest need be paid pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(ii).

Any argument that the plan, by valuing the respondent’s security and providing
the above treatment, violates In re Hobdy, 130 B.R. 318 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1991),th

will be overruled.  The plan is not an objection to the respondent’s proof of
claim pursuant to Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3007 and 11 U.S.C. § 502.  The plan makes
provision for the treatment of the claim and all other claims, and a separate
valuation motion has been filed and served as permitted by Fed. R. Bankr. P.
3012 and 11 U.S.C. § 506(a).  The plan was served by the trustee on all
creditors, and the motion to value collateral was served by the debtor with a
notice that the collateral for the respondent’s claim would be valued.  That
motion is supported by a declaration of the debtor as to the value of the real
property.  There is nothing about the process for considering the valuation
motion which amounts to a denial of due process.

To the extent the respondent objects to valuation of its collateral in a
contested matter rather than an adversary proceeding, the objection is
overruled.  Valuations pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 506(a) and Fed. R. Bankr. P.
3012 are contested matters and do not require the filing of an adversary
proceeding.  Further, even if considered in the nature of a claim objection, an
adversary proceeding is not required.  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3007.  It is only when
such a motion or objection is joined with a request to determine the extent,
validity or priority of a security interest, or a request to avoid a lien that
an adversary proceeding is required.  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7001(2).  The court is
not determining the validity of a claim or avoiding a lien or security
interest.  The respondent’s deed of trust will remain of record until the plan
is completed.  This is required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(i).  Once the plan
is completed, if the respondent will not reconvey its deed of trust, the court
will entertain an adversary proceeding.  See also 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(i).

In the meantime, the court is merely valuing the respondent’s collateral.  Rule
3012 specifies that this is done by motion.  Rule 3012 motions can be filed and
heard any time during the case.  It is particularly appropriate that such
motions be heard in connection with the confirmation of a plan.  The value of
collateral will set the upper bounds of the amount of the secured claim.  11
U.S.C. § 506(a).  Knowing the amount and character of claims is vital to
assessing the feasibility of a plan, 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(6), and determining
whether the treatment accorded to secured claims complies with 11 U.S.C. §
1325(a)(5).

To the extent the creditor objects to the debtor’s opinion of value, that
objection is also overruled.  According to the debtor, the residence has a fair
market value of $400,000.  Evidence in the form of the debtor’s declaration
supports the valuation motion.  The debtor may testify regarding the value of
property owned by the debtor.  Fed. R. Evid. 701; So. Central Livestock
Dealers, Inc., v. Security State Bank, 614 F.2d 1056, 1061 (5  Cir. 1980).th

31. 08-35322-A-13G CESAR ESTRADA HEARING - ORDER TO SHOW
CAUSE RE DISMISSAL OF CASE OR
IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS
12-2-08  [34]

Final Ruling: The order to show cause will be discharged because it is moot. 
The case was previously dismissed.
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32. 08-34031-A-13G FELICIDAD FUNTANILLA HEARING - OBJECTION TO
RDG #2 CONFIRMATION OF PLAN BY TRUSTEE

11-24-08  [18]

Final Ruling: The objection will be dismissed as moot.  The case was
previously dismissed.

33. 08-33541-A-13G FRANCISCO/JILL MARTINEZ HEARING - MOTION TO
PLG #1 VALUE COLLATERAL OF RESIDENTIAL

CAPITAL
11-24-08  [22]

Final Ruling: This valuation motion has been set for hearing on the notice
required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1).  The failure of the trustee and
the respondent creditor to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to
the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered
as consent to the granting of the motion.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53
(9  Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will not materially alter theth

relief requested by the moving party, an actual hearing is unnecessary.  See
Boone v. Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592 (9  Cir. 2006).  Therefore, theth

defaults of the trustee and the respondent creditor are entered and the matter
will be resolved without oral argument.

The debtor seeks to value the debtor’s residence at a fair market value of
$159,000 as of the date the petition was filed.  It is encumbered by a first
deed of trust held by Homeq Servicing.  The first deed of trust secures a loan
with a balance of approximately $169,000 as of the petition date.  Therefore,
Residential Capital’s claim secured by a junior deed of trust is completely
under-collateralized.  No portion of this claim will be allowed as a secured
claim.  See 11 U.S.C. § 506(a).

Any assertion that the respondent’s claim cannot be modified because it is
secured only by a security interest in real property that is the debtor’s
principal residence is disposed of by In re Zimmer, 313 F.3d 1220 (9  Cir.th

2002) and In re Lam, 211 B.R. 36 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1997).  See also In reth

Bartee, 212 F.3d 277 (5  Cir. 2000); In re Tanner, 217 F.3d 1357 (11  Cir.th th

2000); McDonald v. Master Fin., Inc. (In re McDonald), 205 F.3d 606, 611-13
(3  Cir. 2000); and Domestic Bank v. Mann (In re Mann), 249 B.R. 831, 840rd

(B.A.P. 1  Cir. 2000).st

Because the claim is completely under-secured, no interest need be paid on the
claim except to the extent otherwise required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(4).  If
the secured claim is $0, because the value of the respondent’s collateral is
$0, no interest need be paid pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(ii).

Any argument that the plan, by valuing the respondent’s security and providing
the above treatment, violates In re Hobdy, 130 B.R. 318 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1991),th

will be overruled.  The plan is not an objection to the respondent’s proof of
claim pursuant to Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3007 and 11 U.S.C. § 502.  The plan makes
provision for the treatment of the claim and all other claims, and a separate
valuation motion has been filed and served as permitted by Fed. R. Bankr. P.
3012 and 11 U.S.C. § 506(a).  The plan was served by the trustee on all
creditors, and the motion to value collateral was served by the debtor with a
notice that the collateral for the respondent’s claim would be valued.  That
motion is supported by a declaration of the debtor as to the value of the real
property.  There is nothing about the process for considering the valuation
motion which amounts to a denial of due process.
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To the extent the respondent objects to valuation of its collateral in a
contested matter rather than an adversary proceeding, the objection is
overruled.  Valuations pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 506(a) and Fed. R. Bankr. P.
3012 are contested matters and do not require the filing of an adversary
proceeding.  Further, even if considered in the nature of a claim objection, an
adversary proceeding is not required.  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3007.  It is only when
such a motion or objection is joined with a request to determine the extent,
validity or priority of a security interest, or a request to avoid a lien that
an adversary proceeding is required.  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7001(2).  The court is
not determining the validity of a claim or avoiding a lien or security
interest.  The respondent’s deed of trust will remain of record until the plan
is completed.  This is required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(I).  Once the plan
is completed, if the respondent will not reconvey its deed of trust, the court
will entertain an adversary proceeding.  See also 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(I).

In the meantime, the court is merely valuing the respondent’s collateral.  Rule
3012 specifies that this is done by motion.  Rule 3012 motions can be filed and
heard any time during the case.  It is particularly appropriate that such
motions be heard in connection with the confirmation of a plan.  The value of
collateral will set the upper bounds of the amount of the secured claim.  11
U.S.C. § 506(a).  Knowing the amount and character of claims is vital to
assessing the feasibility of a plan, 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(6), and determining
whether the treatment accorded to secured claims complies with 11 U.S.C. §
1325(a)(5).

To the extent the creditor objects to the debtor’s opinion of value, that
objection is also overruled.  According to the debtor, the residence has a fair
market value of $159,000.  Evidence in the form of the debtor’s declaration
supports the valuation motion.  The debtor may testify regarding the value of
property owned by the debtor.  Fed. R. Evid. 701; So. Central Livestock
Dealers, Inc., v. Security State Bank, 614 F.2d 1056, 1061 (5  Cir. 1980).th

34. 08-36342-A-13G ROBERT YOUNG HEARING - MOTION FOR
MDE #1 RELIEF FROM AUTOMATIC STAY
DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL TRUST CO., VS. 11-26-08  [8]

Final Ruling: This motion for relief from the automatic stay has been set for
hearing on the notice required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1).  The
failure of the debtor and the trustee to file written opposition at least 14
days prior to the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii)
is considered as consent to the granting of the motion.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran,
46 F.3d 52, 53 (9  Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will not materiallyth

alter the relief requested by the moving party, an actual hearing is
unnecessary.  See Boone v. Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592 (9  Cir. 2006). th

Therefore, the defaults of the above-mentioned parties in interest are entered
and the matter will be resolved without oral argument.

The motion will be granted pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 362(d)(1).  The movant
completed a nonjudicial foreclosure sale on November 3.  This case was filed on
November 7.  The debtor remains in possession of the foreclosed property. 
Under California law, once a nonjudicial foreclosure sale has occurred, the
trustor has no right of redemption.  Moeller v. Lien, 25 Cal. App.4th 822, 831
(1994).  In this case, therefore, the debtor has no right to ignore the
foreclosure and reorganize the debt formerly owed to the movant.  Therefore,
cause exists to allow the movant to obtain possession of the property.

Because the movant has not established that it holds an oversecured claim, the
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court awards no fees and costs.  11 U.S.C. § 506(b).

The 10-day stay of Fed. R. Bankr. P. 4001(a)(3) is ordered waived.

35. 08-32843-A-7 MOHAMED SULEIMAN HEARING - TRUSTEE’S OBJECTION TO
RDG #3 DEBTOR’S CLAIM OF EXEMPTIONS

11-17-08  [34]

Final Ruling: The case has converted to one under chapter 7.  Therefore, the
hearing is continued to January 26, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. to give the successor
trustee an opportunity to examine the debtor and determine whether or not to
pursue the objection.

36. 08-30745-A-13G JEFF/PAM BOND HEARING - MOTION TO
TPH #8 CONFIRM SECOND AMENDED CHAPTER 13

PLAN
11-12-08  [51]

Final Ruling: The motion will be dismissed without prejudice.  According to
the proof of service for the motion, the only document served on all parties in
interest was the notice of the hearing.  Because the notice does not adequately
summarize all plan terms, the plan must be served.  Because it was not, notice
and service are defective.  See Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3015(d) & (g).

Also, Local Bankruptcy Rule 2002-1(c) provides that notices in adversary
proceedings and contested matters that are served on the IRS shall be mailed to
three entities at three different addresses: (1) IRS, P.O. Box 21126,
Philadelphia, PA 19114; (2) United States Attorney, for the IRS, 501 I Street,
Suite 10-100, Sacramento, CA 95814; and (3) United States Department of
Justice, Civil Trial Section, Western Region, Box 683, Franklin Station,
Washington, D.C. 20044.  According to the proof of service, the IRS was served
at none of these addresses.

37. 08-35645-A-13G CLAUDIA MORENO HEARING - ORDER TO SHOW
CAUSE RE DISMISSAL OF CASE OR
IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS
12-3-08  [17]

Final Ruling: The order to show cause will be discharged because it is moot. 
The case was previously dismissed.

38. 08-24247-A-13G KENNETH/KATHY PAULSON HEARING - OBJECTION TO
FW #3 CLAIM OF CITIMORTGAGE, INC.

11-4-08  [41]

Final Ruling: This objection to the proof of claim of CitiMortgage has been
set for hearing on at least 44 days’ notice to the claimant as required by
Local Bankruptcy Rule 3007-1(c)(1)(ii).  The failure of the claimant to file
written opposition at least 14 calendar days prior to the hearing is considered
as consent to the sustaining of the objection.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d
52, 53 (9  Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will not materially alterth

the relief requested by the objecting party, an actual hearing is unnecessary. 
See Boone v. Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592 (9  Cir. 2006).  Therefore, theth

claimant’s default is entered and the objection will be resolved without oral
argument.

The objection will be sustained.
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The last date to file a timely proof of claim was August 12, 2008.  The proof
of claim was filed on October 22, 2008.  Pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 502(b)(9) and
Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3002(c), the claim is disallowed because it is untimely.  See
In re Osborne, 76 F.3d 306 (9  Cir. 1996); In re Edelman, 237 B.R. 146, 153th

(B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1999); Ledlin v. United States (In re Tomlan), 907 F.2d 114th

(9  Cir. 1989); Zidell, Inc. V. Forsch (In re Coastal Alaska), 920 F.2d 1428,th

1432-33 (9  Cir. 1990).th

39. 08-22649-A-13G RAFAEL/ERIKA GARCIA HEARING - MOTION TO
FW #1 MODIFY DEBTORS’ CONFIRMED

CHAPTER 13 PLAN
11-6-08  [24]

Final Ruling: This motion to confirm a modified plan proposed after
confirmation of a plan  has been set for hearing on the notice required by
Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1), General Order 05-03, ¶ 8(b), and Fed. R.
Bankr. R. 3015(g).  The failure of the trustee, the U.S. Trustee, creditors,
and any other party in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days
prior to the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is
considered as consent to the sustaining of the objection.  Cf. Ghazali v.
Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9  Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will notth

materially alter the relief requested by the debtor, an actual hearing is
unnecessary.  See Boone v. Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592 (9  Cir. 2006). th

Therefore, the respondents’ defaults are entered and the matter will be
resolved without oral argument.

The motion will be granted.  The modified plan complies with 11 U.S.C. §§
1322(a) & (b), 1323(c), 1325(a), and 1329.

40. 08-30152-A-13G DOLORES DORSEY HEARING - MOTION TO
RI #2 VALUE COLLATERAL OF WELLS FARGO

MORTGAGE
11-7-08  [37]

Final Ruling: This valuation motion has been set for hearing on the notice
required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1).  The failure of the trustee and
the respondent creditor to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to
the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered
as consent to the granting of the motion.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53
(9  Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will not materially alter theth

relief requested by the moving party, an actual hearing is unnecessary.  See
Boone v. Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592 (9  Cir. 2006).  Therefore, theth

defaults of the trustee and the respondent creditor are entered and the matter
will be resolved without oral argument.

The debtor seeks to value the debtor’s residence at a fair market value of
$160,000 as of the date the petition was filed.  It is encumbered by a first
deed of trust held by Accredited Home Lenders.  The first deed of trust secures
a loan with a balance of approximately $235,966.28 as of the petition date. 
Therefore, Wells Fargo Home Mortgage’s claim secured by a junior deed of trust
is completely under-collateralized.  No portion of this claim will be allowed
as a secured claim.  See 11 U.S.C. § 506(a).

Any assertion that the respondent’s claim cannot be modified because it is
secured only by a security interest in real property that is the debtor’s
principal residence is disposed of by In re Zimmer, 313 F.3d 1220 (9  Cir.th

2002) and In re Lam, 211 B.R. 36 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1997).  See also In reth
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Bartee, 212 F.3d 277 (5  Cir. 2000); In re Tanner, 217 F.3d 1357 (11  Cir.th th

2000); McDonald v. Master Fin., Inc. (In re McDonald), 205 F.3d 606, 611-13
(3  Cir. 2000); and Domestic Bank v. Mann (In re Mann), 249 B.R. 831, 840rd

(B.A.P. 1  Cir. 2000).st

Because the claim is completely under-secured, no interest need be paid on the
claim except to the extent otherwise required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(4).  If
the secured claim is $0, because the value of the respondent’s collateral is
$0, no interest need be paid pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(ii).

Any argument that the plan, by valuing the respondent’s security and providing
the above treatment, violates In re Hobdy, 130 B.R. 318 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1991),th

will be overruled.  The plan is not an objection to the respondent’s proof of
claim pursuant to Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3007 and 11 U.S.C. § 502.  The plan makes
provision for the treatment of the claim and all other claims, and a separate
valuation motion has been filed and served as permitted by Fed. R. Bankr. P.
3012 and 11 U.S.C. § 506(a).  The plan was served by the trustee on all
creditors, and the motion to value collateral was served by the debtor with a
notice that the collateral for the respondent’s claim would be valued.  That
motion is supported by a declaration of the debtor as to the value of the real
property.  There is nothing about the process for considering the valuation
motion which amounts to a denial of due process.

To the extent the respondent objects to valuation of its collateral in a
contested matter rather than an adversary proceeding, the objection is
overruled.  Valuations pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 506(a) and Fed. R. Bankr. P.
3012 are contested matters and do not require the filing of an adversary
proceeding.  Further, even if considered in the nature of a claim objection, an
adversary proceeding is not required.  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3007.  It is only when
such a motion or objection is joined with a request to determine the extent,
validity or priority of a security interest, or a request to avoid a lien that
an adversary proceeding is required.  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7001(2).  The court is
not determining the validity of a claim or avoiding a lien or security
interest.  The respondent’s deed of trust will remain of record until the plan
is completed.  This is required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(I).  Once the plan
is completed, if the respondent will not reconvey its deed of trust, the court
will entertain an adversary proceeding.  See also 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(I).

In the meantime, the court is merely valuing the respondent’s collateral.  Rule
3012 specifies that this is done by motion.  Rule 3012 motions can be filed and
heard any time during the case.  It is particularly appropriate that such
motions be heard in connection with the confirmation of a plan.  The value of
collateral will set the upper bounds of the amount of the secured claim.  11
U.S.C. § 506(a).  Knowing the amount and character of claims is vital to
assessing the feasibility of a plan, 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(6), and determining
whether the treatment accorded to secured claims complies with 11 U.S.C. §
1325(a)(5).

To the extent the creditor objects to the debtor’s opinion of value, that
objection is also overruled.  According to the debtor, the residence has a fair
market value of $160,000.  Evidence in the form of the debtor’s declaration
supports the valuation motion.  The debtor may testify regarding the value of
property owned by the debtor.  Fed. R. Evid. 701; So. Central Livestock
Dealers, Inc., v. Security State Bank, 614 F.2d 1056, 1061 (5  Cir. 1980).th
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41. 07-26254-A-13G DAVID/SHANNA PINO HEARING - MOTION TO
FW #2 SELL INTEREST IN INHERITED HOUSE

11-7-08  [56]

Final Ruling: This motion to sell real property has been set for hearing on
the notice required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1), General Order 05-03,
¶¶ 3(a)(2) & 8(a).  The failure of the trustee, the U.S. Trustee, creditors,
and any other party in interest to file written opposition at least 14 days
prior to the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is
considered as consent to the sustaining of the objection.  Cf. Ghazali v.
Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53 (9  Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will notth

materially alter the relief requested by the debtor, an actual hearing is
unnecessary.  See Boone v. Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592 (9  Cir. 2006). th

Therefore, the respondents’ defaults are entered and the matter will be
resolved without oral argument.

The motion to sell an interest in real property is granted on the condition
that the sale proceeds are used to pay all liens of record, if any, in full and
in a manner consistent with the plan.  Insofar as surplus sale proceeds are
available, they shall be paid over to the trustee to the extent promised by the
motion or required by the confirmed plan.  Burgie v. McDonald (In re Burgie),
239 B.R. 406, 409-410 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1999).th

Absent either payment in full (i.e., a 100% dividend) of all filed proofs of
claim or the approval of a modified plan that permits the plan to be completed
without payment in full, the plan shall not be deemed completed by payment of
the sale proceeds to the trustee.

42. 08-34365-A-13G KARL/RONDA WALL HEARING - MOTION TO
MAA #1 VALUE COLLATERAL OF SPS PORTFOLIO

SERVICING
10-6-08  [5]

Final Ruling: This valuation motion has been set for hearing on the notice
required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1).  The failure of the trustee and
the respondent creditor to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to
the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered
as consent to the granting of the motion.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53
(9  Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will not materially alter theth

relief requested by the moving party, an actual hearing is unnecessary.  See
Boone v. Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592 (9  Cir. 2006).  Therefore, theth

defaults of the trustee and the respondent creditor are entered and the matter
will be resolved without oral argument.

The debtor seeks to value the debtor’s residence at a fair market value of
$250,000 as of the date the petition was filed.  It is encumbered by a first
deed of trust held by CitiMortgage.  The first deed of trust secures a loan
with a balance of approximately $419,826.37 as of the petition date. 
Therefore, Select Portfolio’s claim secured by a junior deed of trust is
completely under-collateralized.  No portion of this claim will be allowed as a
secured claim.  See 11 U.S.C. § 506(a).

Any assertion that the respondent’s claim cannot be modified because it is
secured only by a security interest in real property that is the debtor’s
principal residence is disposed of by In re Zimmer, 313 F.3d 1220 (9  Cir.th

2002) and In re Lam, 211 B.R. 36 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1997).  See also In reth

Bartee, 212 F.3d 277 (5  Cir. 2000); In re Tanner, 217 F.3d 1357 (11  Cir.th th
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2000); McDonald v. Master Fin., Inc. (In re McDonald), 205 F.3d 606, 611-13
(3  Cir. 2000); and Domestic Bank v. Mann (In re Mann), 249 B.R. 831, 840rd

(B.A.P. 1  Cir. 2000).st

Because the claim is completely under-secured, no interest need be paid on the
claim except to the extent otherwise required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(4).  If
the secured claim is $0, because the value of the respondent’s collateral is
$0, no interest need be paid pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(ii).

Any argument that the plan, by valuing the respondent’s security and providing
the above treatment, violates In re Hobdy, 130 B.R. 318 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1991),th

will be overruled.  The plan is not an objection to the respondent’s proof of
claim pursuant to Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3007 and 11 U.S.C. § 502.  The plan makes
provision for the treatment of the claim and all other claims, and a separate
valuation motion has been filed and served as permitted by Fed. R. Bankr. P.
3012 and 11 U.S.C. § 506(a).  The plan was served by the trustee on all
creditors, and the motion to value collateral was served by the debtor with a
notice that the collateral for the respondent’s claim would be valued.  That
motion is supported by a declaration of the debtor as to the value of the real
property.  There is nothing about the process for considering the valuation
motion which amounts to a denial of due process.

To the extent the respondent objects to valuation of its collateral in a
contested matter rather than an adversary proceeding, the objection is
overruled.  Valuations pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 506(a) and Fed. R. Bankr. P.
3012 are contested matters and do not require the filing of an adversary
proceeding.  Further, even if considered in the nature of a claim objection, an
adversary proceeding is not required.  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3007.  It is only when
such a motion or objection is joined with a request to determine the extent,
validity or priority of a security interest, or a request to avoid a lien that
an adversary proceeding is required.  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7001(2).  The court is
not determining the validity of a claim or avoiding a lien or security
interest.  The respondent’s deed of trust will remain of record until the plan
is completed.  This is required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(I).  Once the plan
is completed, if the respondent will not reconvey its deed of trust, the court
will entertain an adversary proceeding.  See also 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(I).

In the meantime, the court is merely valuing the respondent’s collateral.  Rule
3012 specifies that this is done by motion.  Rule 3012 motions can be filed and
heard any time during the case.  It is particularly appropriate that such
motions be heard in connection with the confirmation of a plan.  The value of
collateral will set the upper bounds of the amount of the secured claim.  11
U.S.C. § 506(a).  Knowing the amount and character of claims is vital to
assessing the feasibility of a plan, 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(6), and determining
whether the treatment accorded to secured claims complies with 11 U.S.C. §
1325(a)(5).

To the extent the creditor objects to the debtor’s opinion of value, that
objection is also overruled.  According to the debtor, the residence has a fair
market value of $250,000.  Evidence in the form of the debtor’s declaration
supports the valuation motion.  The debtor may testify regarding the value of
property owned by the debtor.  Fed. R. Evid. 701; So. Central Livestock
Dealers, Inc., v. Security State Bank, 614 F.2d 1056, 1061 (5  Cir. 1980).th
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43. 08-34365-A-13G KARL/RONDA WALL HEARING - MOTION TO
MAA #2 VALUE COLLATERAL OF GOTTSCHALKS

10-6-08  [5]

Final Ruling: This valuation motion has been set for hearing on the notice
required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1).  The failure of the trustee and
the respondent creditor to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to
the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered
as consent to the granting of the motion.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53
(9  Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will not materially alter theth

relief requested by the moving party, an actual hearing is unnecessary.  See
Boone v. Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592 (9  Cir. 2006).  Therefore, theth

defaults of the trustee and the respondent creditor are entered and the matter
will be resolved without oral argument.

The valuation motion pursuant to Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3012 and 11 U.S.C. § 506(a)
is granted.  The motion is accompanied by the debtor’s declaration.  The debtor
is the owner of the subject property.  In the debtor’s opinion, the subject
property had a value of $150 as of the date the petition was filed and the
effective date of the plan.  Given the absence of contrary evidence, the
debtor’s opinion of value is conclusive.  See Enewally v. Washington Mutual
Bank (In re Enewally), 368 F.3d 1165 (9  Cir. 2004).  Therefore, $150 of theth

respondent’s claim is an allowed secured claim.  When the respondent is paid
$150 and subject to the completion of the plan, its secured claim shall be
satisfied in full and the collateral free of the respondent’s lien.  Provided a
timely proof of claim is filed, the remainder of its claim is allowed as a
general unsecured claim unless previously paid by the trustee as a secured
claim.

44. 08-34365-A-13G KARL/RONDA WALL HEARING - MOTION TO
MAA #3 VALUE COLLATERAL OF GE MONEY

BANK/BRYANT HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONING, INC.
10-6-08  [5]

Final Ruling: This valuation motion has been set for hearing on the notice
required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1).  The failure of the trustee and
the respondent creditor to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to
the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered
as consent to the granting of the motion.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53
(9  Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will not materially alter theth

relief requested by the moving party, an actual hearing is unnecessary.  See
Boone v. Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592 (9  Cir. 2006).  Therefore, theth

defaults of the trustee and the respondent creditor are entered and the matter
will be resolved without oral argument.

The valuation motion pursuant to Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3012 and 11 U.S.C. § 506(a)
is granted.  The motion is accompanied by the debtor’s declaration.  The debtor
is the owner of the subject property.  In the debtor’s opinion, the subject
property had a value of $500 as of the date the petition was filed and the
effective date of the plan.  Given the absence of contrary evidence, the
debtor’s opinion of value is conclusive.  See Enewally v. Washington Mutual
Bank (In re Enewally), 368 F.3d 1165 (9  Cir. 2004).  Therefore, $500 of theth

respondent’s claim is an allowed secured claim.  When the respondent is paid
$500 and subject to the completion of the plan, its secured claim shall be
satisfied in full and the collateral free of the respondent’s lien.  Provided a
timely proof of claim is filed, the remainder of its claim is allowed as a
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general unsecured claim unless previously paid by the trustee as a secured
claim.

45. 08-34385-A-13G ELOY/PAULA BACA HEARING - MOTION TO 
FW #1 VALUE COLLATERAL OF COUNTRYWIDE

HOME LOANS
10-17-08  [9]

Final Ruling: This valuation motion has been set for hearing on the notice
required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1).  The failure of the trustee and
the respondent creditor to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to
the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered
as consent to the granting of the motion.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53
(9  Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will not materially alter theth

relief requested by the moving party, an actual hearing is unnecessary.  See
Boone v. Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592 (9  Cir. 2006).  Therefore, theth

defaults of the trustee and the respondent creditor are entered and the matter
will be resolved without oral argument.

The debtor seeks to value the debtor’s residence at a fair market value of
$360,000 as of the date the petition was filed.  It is encumbered by a first
deed of trust held by CitiGroup.  The first deed of trust secures a loan with a
balance of approximately $475,757 as of the petition date.  Therefore,
Countrywide’s claim secured by a junior deed of trust is completely under-
collateralized.  No portion of this claim will be allowed as a secured claim. 
See 11 U.S.C. § 506(a).

Any assertion that the respondent’s claim cannot be modified because it is
secured only by a security interest in real property that is the debtor’s
principal residence is disposed of by In re Zimmer, 313 F.3d 1220 (9  Cir.th

2002) and In re Lam, 211 B.R. 36 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1997).  See also In reth

Bartee, 212 F.3d 277 (5  Cir. 2000); In re Tanner, 217 F.3d 1357 (11  Cir.th th

2000); McDonald v. Master Fin., Inc. (In re McDonald), 205 F.3d 606, 611-13
(3  Cir. 2000); and Domestic Bank v. Mann (In re Mann), 249 B.R. 831, 840rd

(B.A.P. 1  Cir. 2000).st

Because the claim is completely under-secured, no interest need be paid on the
claim except to the extent otherwise required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(4).  If
the secured claim is $0, because the value of the respondent’s collateral is
$0, no interest need be paid pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(ii).

Any argument that the plan, by valuing the respondent’s security and providing
the above treatment, violates In re Hobdy, 130 B.R. 318 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1991),th

will be overruled.  The plan is not an objection to the respondent’s proof of
claim pursuant to Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3007 and 11 U.S.C. § 502.  The plan makes
provision for the treatment of the claim and all other claims, and a separate
valuation motion has been filed and served as permitted by Fed. R. Bankr. P.
3012 and 11 U.S.C. § 506(a).  The plan was served by the trustee on all
creditors, and the motion to value collateral was served by the debtor with a
notice that the collateral for the respondent’s claim would be valued.  That
motion is supported by a declaration of the debtor as to the value of the real
property.  There is nothing about the process for considering the valuation
motion which amounts to a denial of due process.

To the extent the respondent objects to valuation of its collateral in a
contested matter rather than an adversary proceeding, the objection is
overruled.  Valuations pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 506(a) and Fed. R. Bankr. P.
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3012 are contested matters and do not require the filing of an adversary
proceeding.  Further, even if considered in the nature of a claim objection, an
adversary proceeding is not required.  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3007.  It is only when
such a motion or objection is joined with a request to determine the extent,
validity or priority of a security interest, or a request to avoid a lien that
an adversary proceeding is required.  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7001(2).  The court is
not determining the validity of a claim or avoiding a lien or security
interest.  The respondent’s deed of trust will remain of record until the plan
is completed.  This is required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(I).  Once the plan
is completed, if the respondent will not reconvey its deed of trust, the court
will entertain an adversary proceeding.  See also 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(I).

In the meantime, the court is merely valuing the respondent’s collateral.  Rule
3012 specifies that this is done by motion.  Rule 3012 motions can be filed and
heard any time during the case.  It is particularly appropriate that such
motions be heard in connection with the confirmation of a plan.  The value of
collateral will set the upper bounds of the amount of the secured claim.  11
U.S.C. § 506(a).  Knowing the amount and character of claims is vital to
assessing the feasibility of a plan, 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(6), and determining
whether the treatment accorded to secured claims complies with 11 U.S.C. §
1325(a)(5).

To the extent the creditor objects to the debtor’s opinion of value, that
objection is also overruled.  According to the debtor, the residence has a fair
market value of $360,000.  Evidence in the form of the debtor’s declaration
supports the valuation motion.  The debtor may testify regarding the value of
property owned by the debtor.  Fed. R. Evid. 701; So. Central Livestock
Dealers, Inc., v. Security State Bank, 614 F.2d 1056, 1061 (5  Cir. 1980).th

46. 08-35290-A-13G ALFONSO SARZUELO HEARING - MOTION TO
CLH #1 VALUE COLLATERAL OF WASHINGTON

MUTUAL
11-14-08  [13]

Final Ruling: The court continues the hearing to January 5, 2009 at 9:00 a.m.
(the date set in the notice of the commencement of the case) so that the
hearing will coincide with the hearing on any objections to the confirmation of
the proposed plan.  Opposition to this motion shall be filed and served no
later than October 13.  No later than September 30, counsel for the debtor
shall give notice to the respondent of this continuance and of the revised
deadline for a response to the motion.

47. 08-27794-A-13G ALFRED/VALERIE DRUMMOND HEARING - OBJECTION TO
MDE #1 ORDER ON MOTION GRANTING RELIEF

FROM AUTOMATIC STAY
10-3-08  [50]

Final Ruling: The motion will be dismissed because it is moot.  The case was
dismissed on December 9.

48. 08-27794-A-13G ALFRED/VALERIE DRUMMOND HEARING - MOTION TO
MDE #1 EXTEND TIME FOR AUTOMATIC STAY

10-3-08  [51]

Final Ruling: The motion will be dismissed because it is moot.  The case was
dismissed on December 9.
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49. 08-36094-A-13G MATTHEW/KIMBRA CHAPMAN HEARING - MOTION TO
CLH #1 VALUE COLLATERAL OF SPECIALIZED

LOAN SERVICES
11-14-08  [8]

Final Ruling: This valuation motion has been set for hearing on the notice
required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1).  The failure of the trustee and
the respondent creditor to file written opposition at least 14 days prior to
the hearing as required by Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(1)(ii) is considered
as consent to the granting of the motion.  Cf. Ghazali v. Moran, 46 F.3d 52, 53
(9  Cir. 1995).  Further, because the court will not materially alter theth

relief requested by the moving party, an actual hearing is unnecessary.  See
Boone v. Burk (In re Eliapo), 468 F.3d 592 (9  Cir. 2006).  Therefore, theth

defaults of the trustee and the respondent creditor are entered and the matter
will be resolved without oral argument.

The debtor seeks to value the debtor’s residence at a fair market value of
$202,000 as of the date the petition was filed.  It is encumbered by a first
deed of trust held by CitiResidential.  The first deed of trust secures a loan
with a balance of approximately $308,000 as of the petition date.  Therefore,
Specialized Loan Service’s claim secured by a junior deed of trust is
completely under-collateralized.  No portion of this claim will be allowed as a
secured claim.  See 11 U.S.C. § 506(a).

Any assertion that the respondent’s claim cannot be modified because it is
secured only by a security interest in real property that is the debtor’s
principal residence is disposed of by In re Zimmer, 313 F.3d 1220 (9  Cir.th

2002) and In re Lam, 211 B.R. 36 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1997).  See also In reth

Bartee, 212 F.3d 277 (5  Cir. 2000); In re Tanner, 217 F.3d 1357 (11  Cir.th th

2000); McDonald v. Master Fin., Inc. (In re McDonald), 205 F.3d 606, 611-13
(3  Cir. 2000); and Domestic Bank v. Mann (In re Mann), 249 B.R. 831, 840rd

(B.A.P. 1  Cir. 2000).st

Because the claim is completely under-secured, no interest need be paid on the
claim except to the extent otherwise required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(4).  If
the secured claim is $0, because the value of the respondent’s collateral is
$0, no interest need be paid pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(ii).

Any argument that the plan, by valuing the respondent’s security and providing
the above treatment, violates In re Hobdy, 130 B.R. 318 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1991),th

will be overruled.  The plan is not an objection to the respondent’s proof of
claim pursuant to Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3007 and 11 U.S.C. § 502.  The plan makes
provision for the treatment of the claim and all other claims, and a separate
valuation motion has been filed and served as permitted by Fed. R. Bankr. P.
3012 and 11 U.S.C. § 506(a).  The plan was served by the trustee on all
creditors, and the motion to value collateral was served by the debtor with a
notice that the collateral for the respondent’s claim would be valued.  That
motion is supported by a declaration of the debtor as to the value of the real
property.  There is nothing about the process for considering the valuation
motion which amounts to a denial of due process.

To the extent the respondent objects to valuation of its collateral in a
contested matter rather than an adversary proceeding, the objection is
overruled.  Valuations pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 506(a) and Fed. R. Bankr. P.
3012 are contested matters and do not require the filing of an adversary
proceeding.  Further, even if considered in the nature of a claim objection, an
adversary proceeding is not required.  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3007.  It is only when
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such a motion or objection is joined with a request to determine the extent,
validity or priority of a security interest, or a request to avoid a lien that
an adversary proceeding is required.  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7001(2).  The court is
not determining the validity of a claim or avoiding a lien or security
interest.  The respondent’s deed of trust will remain of record until the plan
is completed.  This is required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(i).  Once the plan
is completed, if the respondent will not reconvey its deed of trust, the court
will entertain an adversary proceeding.  See also 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(i).

In the meantime, the court is merely valuing the respondent’s collateral.  Rule
3012 specifies that this is done by motion.  Rule 3012 motions can be filed and
heard any time during the case.  It is particularly appropriate that such
motions be heard in connection with the confirmation of a plan.  The value of
collateral will set the upper bounds of the amount of the secured claim.  11
U.S.C. § 506(a).  Knowing the amount and character of claims is vital to
assessing the feasibility of a plan, 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(6), and determining
whether the treatment accorded to secured claims complies with 11 U.S.C. §
1325(a)(5).

To the extent the creditor objects to the debtor’s opinion of value, that
objection is also overruled.  According to the debtor, the residence has a fair
market value of $202,000.  Evidence in the form of the debtor’s declaration
supports the valuation motion.  The debtor may testify regarding the value of
property owned by the debtor.  Fed. R. Evid. 701; So. Central Livestock
Dealers, Inc., v. Security State Bank, 614 F.2d 1056, 1061 (5  Cir. 1980).th

50. 08-33096-A-13G ROBERT/DONNA YBARRA CONT. HEARING - MOTION TO
DN #1 VALUE COLLATERAL OF WACHOVIA MTG.

11-10-08  [17]

9  Telephone Appearance
9  Trustee Agrees with Ruling

Tentative Ruling:   Because less than 28 days’ notice of the hearing was given
by the debtor, this motion is deemed brought pursuant to Local Bankruptcy Rule
9014-1(f)(2).  Consequently, the creditors, the trustee, the U.S. Trustee, and
any other parties in interest were not required to file a written response or
opposition to the motion.  If any of these potential respondents appear at the
hearing and offers opposition to the motion, the court will set a briefing
schedule and a final hearing unless there is no need to develop the record
further.  If no opposition is offered at the hearing, the court will take up
the merits of the motion.  Below is the court’s tentative ruling, rendered on
the assumption that there will be no opposition to the motion.  Obviously, if
there is opposition, the court may reconsider this tentative ruling.

The debtor seeks to value the debtor’s residence at a fair market value of
$200,000 as of the date the petition was filed.  It is encumbered by a first
deed of trust held by Wachovia Mortgage.  The first deed of trust secures a
loan with a balance of approximately $279,000 as of the petition date. 
Therefore, Wachovia Mortgage’s other claim secured by a junior deed of trust is
completely under-collateralized.  No portion of this claim will be allowed as a
secured claim.  See 11 U.S.C. § 506(a).

Any assertion that the respondent’s claim cannot be modified because it is
secured only by a security interest in real property that is the debtor’s
principal residence is disposed of by In re Zimmer, 313 F.3d 1220 (9  Cir.th

2002) and In re Lam, 211 B.R. 36 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1997).  See also In reth
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Bartee, 212 F.3d 277 (5  Cir. 2000); In re Tanner, 217 F.3d 1357 (11  Cir.th th

2000); McDonald v. Master Fin., Inc. (In re McDonald), 205 F.3d 606, 611-13
(3  Cir. 2000); and Domestic Bank v. Mann (In re Mann), 249 B.R. 831, 840rd

(B.A.P. 1  Cir. 2000).st

Because the claim is completely under-secured, no interest need be paid on the
claim except to the extent otherwise required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(4).  If
the secured claim is $0, because the value of the respondent’s collateral is
$0, no interest need be paid pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(ii).

Any argument that the plan, by valuing the respondent’s security and providing
the above treatment, violates In re Hobdy, 130 B.R. 318 (B.A.P. 9  Cir. 1991),th

will be overruled.  The plan is not an objection to the respondent’s proof of
claim pursuant to Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3007 and 11 U.S.C. § 502.  The plan makes
provision for the treatment of the claim and all other claims, and a separate
valuation motion has been filed and served as permitted by Fed. R. Bankr. P.
3012 and 11 U.S.C. § 506(a).  The plan was served by the trustee on all
creditors, and the motion to value collateral was served by the debtor with a
notice that the collateral for the respondent’s claim would be valued.  That
motion is supported by a declaration of the debtor as to the value of the real
property.  There is nothing about the process for considering the valuation
motion which amounts to a denial of due process.

To the extent the respondent objects to valuation of its collateral in a
contested matter rather than an adversary proceeding, the objection is
overruled.  Valuations pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 506(a) and Fed. R. Bankr. P.
3012 are contested matters and do not require the filing of an adversary
proceeding.  Further, even if considered in the nature of a claim objection, an
adversary proceeding is not required.  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 3007.  It is only when
such a motion or objection is joined with a request to determine the extent,
validity or priority of a security interest, or a request to avoid a lien that
an adversary proceeding is required.  Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7001(2).  The court is
not determining the validity of a claim or avoiding a lien or security
interest.  The respondent’s deed of trust will remain of record until the plan
is completed.  This is required by 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(I).  Once the plan
is completed, if the respondent will not reconvey its deed of trust, the court
will entertain an adversary proceeding.  See also 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(5)(B)(I).

In the meantime, the court is merely valuing the respondent’s collateral.  Rule
3012 specifies that this is done by motion.  Rule 3012 motions can be filed and
heard any time during the case.  It is particularly appropriate that such
motions be heard in connection with the confirmation of a plan.  The value of
collateral will set the upper bounds of the amount of the secured claim.  11
U.S.C. § 506(a).  Knowing the amount and character of claims is vital to
assessing the feasibility of a plan, 11 U.S.C. § 1325(a)(6), and determining
whether the treatment accorded to secured claims complies with 11 U.S.C. §
1325(a)(5).

To the extent the creditor objects to the debtor’s opinion of value, that
objection is also overruled.  According to the debtor, the residence has a fair
market value of $200,000.  Evidence in the form of the debtor’s declaration
supports the valuation motion.  The debtor may testify regarding the value of
property owned by the debtor.  Fed. R. Evid. 701; So. Central Livestock
Dealers, Inc., v. Security State Bank, 614 F.2d 1056, 1061 (5  Cir. 1980).th
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51. 08-36397-A-13G MARCIO/MAYRA ANAYA HEARING - MOTION FOR
APN #1 RELIEF FROM AUTOMATIC STAY
WELLS FARGO FINANCIAL, VS. 11-25-08  [10]

Final Ruling: The motion will be dismissed without prejudice.

The notice of hearing informs potential respondents that written opposition
must be filed and served within 14 days prior to the hearing if they wish to
oppose the motion.  Because less than 28 days of notice of the hearing was
given, Local Bankruptcy Rule 9014-1(f)(2) specifies that written opposition is
unnecessary.  Instead, potential respondents may appear at the hearing and
orally contest the motion.  If necessary, the court may thereafter require the
submission of written evidence and briefs.  By erroneously informing potential
respondents that written opposition was required and was a condition to
contesting the motion, the moving party may have deterred a respondent from
appearing.  Therefore, notice was materially deficient.

52. 08-36499-A-13G GWEN/MARVIN MATTHEWS HEARING - ORDER TO SHOW
CAUSE RE DISMISSAL OF CASE OR
IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS
11-19-08  [9]

Final Ruling: The order to show cause will be discharged and the case shall
remain pending.

The debtor failed to file a master address list with the petition as required
by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 1007(a)(1) and Local Bankruptcy Rule 1007-1.  The debtor
later filed the list.  Despite being filed late, it was received by the court
in time to be used when serving the notice of the commencement of this
bankruptcy case.  As a result, creditors were notified in a timely fashion that
the case had been filed and they received notice of the various deadlines for
filing complaints, objecting to exemptions, objecting to the proposed plan, and
filing proofs of claims.  Because no prejudice was caused by the late filing of
the list, the case shall remain pending.
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